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Pre and post-independence policies have yielded volatile 
problems for African States. North African states, in particu-
lar, have seen disintegration between their Arab, Berber, and 
Black ethnic groups.

The method of drawing state boundaries that groups dissimilar ethnicities together 
shaped political movements during the colonial period.. Today, one can still easily dis-
cern the effects of these policies, which laid the groundwork for the current crisis in 
Mali.. Mauritania, too, is another country facing an “internal political identity” as a 
product of its colonial history. The Country is stuck between an Arab-African identity 
on one hand, and a Black African identity on the other.

Furthermore, Mauritania is known to have certain undesirable social attitudes toward 
Black people.. These affronts to the honour and dignity of Black people are often cat-
egorically rejected and resisted by intellectuals of all ethnic groups.  French colonial 
policy that discriminated between Arab and Black people in their rights to education, 
economic opportunities, and government was a key cause of disunity between the gov-
ernment, Black  ethnicities, and others in Mauritania.

Mauritania is a country rarely on the national agenda of other states, including Turkey. 
Coups, natural disasters, droughts, and famines are the only factors that place Maurita-
nia on any other country’s national agenda.

Mauritania, however, is of vast importance to states with growing interests in Africa. 
Despite the fact that Mauritania doesn’t have an important place in foreign policies of 
Arabic or non-Arabic eastern countries, Mauritania’s natural resources are a source of 

important changes.

Turkey has become an emerging power over the recent years, and more of its interest 
is being directed at Africa. This fact has revealed itself plainly in the crisis in Somalia. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
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Ankara has started a number of diplomatic missions and opened many forums on the 
continent for the sake of developing relations. These strengthening relations have led to 
Turkey signing economic, cultural, security, and military agreements with a multitude 
of Arabic and non-Arabic African states.

Relations between Mauritania and Turkey are a part of the bigger trend. We observe that 
the legal framework for the economic relations between Turkey and Mauritania started 
to take shape on May 24th, 2005. In consequence, statistics show that bilateral trade has 

which Beijing appreciates Mauritania in its geopolitical machinations.

Mauritania is considered as one of the most important centres for aquaculture in Africa, 

the most promising industries for Turkish-Mauritanian relations. While the benefits of 
engagement in this particular sector may not be apparent in the short term, there may 
be great opportunities for investors in the medium and long term.

In the meantime, it should be noted that political and diplomatic relations between 
Turkey and Mauritania have begun developing  at a higher rate in recent years. Re-
cently, the two countries have taken various encouraging steps like mutually appointing 
ambassadors, conducting high-level official visits, and removing visa requirements for 
diplomats. Additionally, the presence of a number of bilateral agreements on military 
and security concerns, especially within the framework of NATO, is notable. However, 
further studies need to be conducted on this matter, as well as on economic and com-
mercial relations. The political and diplomatic relations that Turkey creates with Mau-
ritania should not only be implemented through the inter-parliamentary platform or 
within particular party organisations.  In this sense, the higher the diversity of channels 
in which relations are to be set, the stronger they will become.

Turkey’s presence in Africa, despite the uptick in activity, still remains weak compared 
to other rising powers of the region, like China. Considering the fact that Turkey is new 
to the African continent, and considering all the attendant difficulties of approaching a 
new region, Turkey’s need to develop bilateral relations is evident. 

This report intends to evaluate Mauritanian relations with Turkey and China, two in-
creasingly dominant actors in this country. After outlining a historical background, the 
report lays out the various economic resources of the country that trigger the interests of 
emerging powers. The question of how economic relations with Turkey can be further 
developed is discussed separately. The following sections chronicle the overall progress 
of political relations between Turkey and Mauritania, in addition to making a review of 
relations in the areas of military and national security. Mauritania’s relations with China 

-
ing a comparative analysis of the two sets of bilateral relations and a vision assessment.
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It is a readily known fact that Muhammad el-Emin bin el-Qalqami led a lengthy convoy 
of 600 families of the al-Basadin tribe in a mass emigration to Anatolia in 1908. These 
families integrated with the native population in southern Turkey.

In 1974, 14 years after Mauritania won its independence, al-Mukhtar Vild Dadah, the 
former President of Mauritania, paid a visit to Turkey and met with certain Turkish 
authorities2. In recent years an abundance of treaties have been signed dealing with 
trade, development, media, and transportation, in addition to some concerning national 
security and military issues.

Mauritania is not given much focus in scholarly research about relations between Turk-
ish and Arabic communities, and between Arab Africans and Black Africans--a signifi-
cant oversight. Even as a member of the Arab League, Mauritania does not come up to 
the forefront in international policy papers or policies of other League states. The name 
Mauritania has grown to be synonymous with military coups and its troublesome, on-
again, off-again diplomatic relations  Israel. After the initial attention paid to its crises, 
Mauritania is again relegated to the archives as an old news item. Coups, severe droughts 
bringing the country to the verge of starvation, massive locust infestations of local crops, 
are the only kinds of events that move Mauritania to the agendas of other countries.

Mauritania is a broad country measuring over one million square kilometres and is 
largely covered by deserts. With a population barely over three million, Mauritania’s hu-

a less-developed country.

as the weakest link among North African countries. However, a disturbance occurring 
in this country is capable of igniting the entire region. In fact, a crisis in Mauritania may 
easily lead to ruptures not only in the relations between African and Arab governments, 

History books mention that the relations between the lands 
of Chinquetti (today’s Mauritania) and Turkey are in fact 
deeply-rooted. According to some sources, a certain group of 
Mauritanian people is rumoured to have migrated to Anato-
lia, seeking asylum from French colonialism.

INTRODUCTION
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but also between Black African states and their peoples. As a weak state Mauritania car-
ries the potential to threaten international peace and security.

Although Mauritania is assigned with low or least priority of importance in interna-
tional policy papers and actions of both Arabic and non-Arabic eastern states, the crucial 
changes occurring in these countries bring forth the need to carefully think the future 

geo-strategically important changes. All the past events as witnessed by the Republic 
of Mali and that covered Mauritania, Algeria, Nigeria, Senegal and others are just but 
solid proof of such changes, without doubt. Furthermore, consideration of Mali as the 
“Albania of Africa” by international media organs in time of crisis, has certain aims. At 
this end, it can be said that the conceptual and terminological preliminary information 
that have started to be used before the process have a particular role to play in creation 
of problems and crises.

Mauritania’s internal dynamics, its relations with the established powers in North Af-
rica, as well its relations with rising powers warrant its own particular study in the sense 
of understanding the power relations of traditional powers in the region. Such a study 
would facilitate to study and analyse prospects for future cooperation and integration 

on African states with characters similar to Mauritania may also provide insight into 
changing interregional dynamics, and the interplay between foreign powers and local 
resources in the region

bear a special significance given France’s traditional weight in Africa. Soon after coming 
into office, French President François Hollande visited the Senegalese Parliament where 
he declared that the period of “French Africa... has terminated,” and went on to say that 
“now there is France and there is Africa. There is cooperation between Africa and France 
based on mutual respect, transparency and solidarity.” In a sense, the high level of strategic 
changes taking place across the continent compelled France to make this statement. It 
is no coincidence that this statement was made in Senegal, one of the political pillars 
of West Africa. Considering the developments that took place in the African Continent 
a few years before the “Arab Spring” events, it is apparent that there is a band of crises 

Africa. Mauritania lies on this band.

Turkey on the other hand, has become an emerging power in recent years, with a grow-

crisis in Somalia. Ankara, in an effort to develop relations with Africa, has started several 
diplomatic missions and opened many fora on continent, including the Turkish-African 
Forum. Turkey has signed economic, cultural, security, and military agreements with a 
multitude of Arab and non-Arab African States. Despite this, Turkey’s presence in Africa 
still remains limited compared to other rising powers like China. Considering that Tur-
key is a new presence in Africa, it must develop its bilateral relations with countries in 
the region to ease its rise.  In fact, this need for developing bilateral relations is especially 
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In light of all these arguments, it’s clear how important relations between Turkey and 
Mauritania are from the aspects of politics and economics and from the aspects of na-
tional security and military. This study also attempts to observe the potential difficulties 
that Ankara may encounter in its relations with Africa, due to China’s strong presence 
in the continent. Beijing sees Mauritania as one of the countries through which China 

Chinese rivals in the future.
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