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increase   in   income   inequality   across   regions  

differences  among   labour   sectors   in   developing  

are  not  distributed  equitably  among  countries  and  

I. Inequality in Latin America

1. Latin America is the most  
unequal region in the world

Regional   Human  
Development   Report

society,   worsened   employment   conditions   and  

inequality   are   transmitted   between   generations  

2. Inequality constricts develop-
ment and hinders citizenship

very  meaning   of   being   a   citizen   of   a   country   is  
almost   certainly   substantively   different   for   poor  

II. Beyond poverty, targeting 
inequality

translated   into   corresponding   levels   of   greater  

been  substantial  on  a  global  level,  but  inequality  
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by-product   of   successful   poverty   reduction  

1. Socio-political factors nurture 
inequality

factors  associated   to   inequality   are  poor  quality  
of   political   representation,   weakness   of   public  

2. Wages matter

drop  in  inequality  stemmed  from  lower  inequality  

3. Inequality and income  
distribution
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it   analytically  manageable   and   capable   of   policy  

Inter-generational   determinants   of   inequality  

Spatial   inequalities   are   particularly   relevant  

recognition

access  to  opportunities  as  well  as  in  variations  in  

Voice  

quality  education,   information  and  knowledge  
and   networks   of   social   protection   and  
interaction   improves   citizens’   capacity   for  
participation  in  political  and  union  organizations,  

on   decisions   about   redistributing   resources  

inequality   in   a   single   measure   is   probably   an  

inequalities   continues   to   recommend   itself   as   a  

equality  problematique  be  recognised,  particularly  

4. Equality of outcomes, equality 
of opportunities 

distinction   between   equality   of   outcomes   and  

- 4 -



International cooperation to reduce inequality

between   equality   of   position   and   equality   of  

attract  different  levels  of  income  and  quality  of  life  

of  an  unequal  structure  of  positions   is  generally  
considered   impractical,   particularly   in   situations  

in   effect   relieves   individuals   from   responsibility  

-

liberal,   notion   of   equality   of   opportunities  would  

radical   view   of   equality   of   opportunities   would  

5. Operationalising equality of  
opportunities

circumstances   could   include   years  of   education  
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between  

education  within

et  al.,

III. Areas for intervention

following  strategic  areas   for  potential  action  are  

1. Political measures

popular  sectors  into  politics  and  society,  so  as  to  

et   al

democratic,   transparent   and   participatory  
political   and   social   institutions   at   central   and  

subordinate   groups,   especially   women,  Afro-

2. Economic measures

capacities   for   social   institutions   to   improve  

important  factor  in  generating  social  mobility  
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3. Social measures

members   of   a   target   group   in   one   or   more  

4. Institutional measures

proposed   a   covenant   for   equality,   a   pact  
for   redistribution   of   income   supported   by   a  

greater   political   and   economic   participation   by  

IV. Norway’s international  
cooperation through  
Latin American eyes
Norway’s   international   cooperation   policy  

sustainable   development,   peace   and   security,  

it   is   possible   to   identify   some   cross-sectoral  

priorities   to   overcome   inequality   or,   at   least,  

1. Science and technology

given  low  priority  in  government  budgets  in  many  
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2. Role of the state

advocates  greater  national  economic  integration  

crucial   for  developing  countries   to  be  able   to  
impose   similar   requirements   [to   Norway’s]  

3. Labour rights

and  institutions  to  monitor  and  enforce  legislation  

4. Climate change and sustainable 
development

deforestation   and   forest   degradation   is   also   a  

5. Peace and security

6. Global health

7. Women’s and minorities’ rights

global   living   standards   [Accordingly]   priority  

could  create  new  democratic,  non-discriminatory  

V. Recommendations to  
address inequality through  
international cooperation

1. Democratic institutions

- 8 -



International cooperation to reduce inequality

citizen   participation   at   national   and   subnational  

representatives   of   citizens’   demands,   could   be  

organisations,   especially   in   implementing   social  

2. Citizenship

recognised   need   in   Latin  America   to   overcome  

economic  participation  of  women,  and  recognition  

associations   of   disadvantaged   groups   to  

3. Role of the state

4. Social policies

response   systems   and   non-communicable  

as   indicated   previously,   would   require   decisive  

particularly  weakened  by  privatisation  processes  

5. Labour rights

to   monitor   and   enforce   legislation   on   labour  

creating  enabling  environments  to  promote  decent  
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organisations,   it  would  be  of  utmost   importance  

6. Education 

priority  in  Latin  American  as  well  as  in  Norwegian  

in  university  systems,  curricula  and   language,   it  

international   cooperation   resources   to   increase  

7. Environment

A   proactive   initiative   linking   environmental  
protection   and   inequality   reduction   could   be  

actions  by  active  environmentalist  organisations  

Conclusions

participatory   democratic   institutions   at   national  

part   in  decision-making  processes  of  key  social  
policies   at   governmental   and   parliamentary  

actions   measures,   constitute   strategic   priorities  

education   institutions  would  be  complementary  

combination   of   institutional   and   social   reforms,  

Bibliography

The   New   Politics   of   Inequality  
in   Latin   America:   Rethinking   Participation   and  
Representation,

CEPAL  Review,

Measuring  Inequality  
of   Opportunities   in   Latin   America   and   the  
Caribbean,

Inequality   in   Latin   America   and   the   Caribbean:  
Breaking   with   History?,

Le  Monde,

Les  places  et  les  chances:  
Repenser  la  justice  sociale,

Time   for   Equality:  
Closing  Gaps,  Opening  Trails,

- 10 -



International cooperation to reduce inequality

Latin  America  in  the  
Mirror:   Objective   and   Subjective   Dimensions   of  
Social   Inequity   and   Well-Being   in   the   Region,  

Confronting   Theory  with  Nordic   Lessons,

American  Sociological  Review,

World  
Economic  Outlook:  Globalization  and   Inequality,  

Be  Outraged:  
There  Are  Alternatives,

LASA  Forum,

por   fuentes   de   ingreso:   Evidencia   empírica  
para   América   Latina   1999–2005,   Santiago,  

Important  Countries  for  Norwegian  
Development   Cooperation,

Report  to  the  Storting  on  Policy  Coherence  
for  Development  2011,

Boston  Review,

Inequality   Reexamined,  

Acting   on   the   Future:   Breaking   the  
Intergenerational   Transmission   of   Inequality.  
Regional   Human  Development   Report   for   Latin  
America   and   the   Caribbean   2010,

World   Development   Report  
2006,

- 11 -



International cooperation to reduce inequality

Inequality  level Countries

Argentina

Peru

Paraguay

Nicaragua

Panama

Suriname
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Indicator Brazil Colombia Ecuador Guatemala Mexico Panama Peru

Rank
Levels  of  inequality  of  opportunity
Rank

Rank
Per  capita  income

Rank
Levels  of  inequality  of  opportunity
Rank

Rank
Per  capita  comsumption

Rank
Levels  of  inequality  of  opportunity
Rank

Rank
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conditions  and  coverage

Programme Start
Persons  in  
situations  of  

Argentina Plan  Familias
No NA NA

No NA NA NA

No NA NA
No NA

Programa  de   No NA NA

Familiar
NA NA

No NA NA

Avancemos NA NA

Red  Solidaria
NA

Programa  de   NA

Programme  of   NA NA

Nicaragua NA

Social
NA

Panama
Paraguay Programa  Tekopora
Peru

Republic
Programa  Solidaridad

No NA

Trinidad  and  
Tobago Transfer  Program

NA NA NA NA NA

NA NA NA NA NA
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targets
Latin  American  critical  areas    
for  equality

Institutions
Rule  of  law Participatory  political  institutions

minorities
groups,  Afro-Latin  American  and  
indigenous

economic  participation

systems
Access  to  capital  resources
Reform  of  welfare  system

legislation  on  labour  standards

education

degradation
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