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Preface

Professor Y uKepingistheDirector of the ChinaCenter for Comparative Politicsand Economics(CCCPE)
of Beijing University, aleadingingtitutioninthe study of comparative politica economy inthe People sRepub-
licof China. Hegracioudly accepted my invitationtojoin the Globaization and Autonomy research project as
an expert adviser shortly after the project beganin 2002. Inthisworking paper, Professor YuK eping speaks
about the emergence and growth of debates and discussions of globalization in China. He notesthat these
debates have grownin significance asthe Peopl€'s Republic has moved to open itseconomy and to * reform’
itsinterna economic structures. Hediscussessomeof thedifferent viewsof globdizationfoundinthe Chinese
academy and addsthat some scholarswish to confinethe concept to economic developments. Others speak
of thepolitical and culturd globdizing processesand of their potentia threat to Chinese politica autonomy and
culturd digtinctiveness. Intracingthelinesof thesedebates, Yu Keping movesthento examinethesimilarities
and differencesbetween them and intellectua discussionsearlier inthe 20" century focused onthere ationship
between Chinese cultura uniquenessand Westerni zation and between socidism and capitalism. Heconcludes
that although thereare some similarities between current debates on globali zation and these earlier discussions,
the globalization debates appear now to be superseding some of the binary oppositionsin the earlier ones.
Chinese scholarsincreasingly accept that Chinaisin globalization, that this position offersthe country some
advantages, particularly intheeconomic realm, and that it poses some challenges. The challengescomeboth
from the dominance of globalization by the devel oped countriesand from devising policiesthat preservethese
advantages, whiledefending and expanding Chinese economic, political and cultura autonomy.

WilliamD. Coleman
Editor, Working Paper Series



From the Discourse of ‘ Sino-West’ to
‘Globalization’: Chinese Perspectiveson
Globalization

Yu Keping, China Center for Comparative Politics & Economics

“ Globalization” hasbecomeafashionableterm, andisitsalf asglobaized asMcDona d's, the Internet and the
film Titanic. So wherever in the West or the East, in devel oping or developed countries, or in capitalist or
socidist countries, peoplearetaking about “ globalization,” sotoo arethey doingin China. All popular theories
intheWest tend to haverepercussionsin Chinasooner or later, asthe exampl es of moderni zation theory, post-
modern theory and globdization theory demonstrate. M odernization theory, which prevailedinthe Westinthe
1950sand 1960s, did not become popular in Chinauntil the 1980s, whileglobalization theory, which cameto
prominenceintheWest intheearly 1990s, hasbeen ahot topicin Chinasincethe mid-1990s. Thisfact itself
isagood indicator that globalization has been an inevitabl e trend shaping the devel opment process of the
world, including China. Having introduced reformsthat open the country’ seconomy to theworld markets, and
asan activemember of theinternationa community, Chinaisnecessarily facing theeffectsof globdization. As
aresult, Chinese politicians and scholars are posing questions about how to respond to the challenges and
opportunitiesthat globalization presents.

Perceptive Chinese scholars responded as soon as they noted the lively debates in the West about
globalization at thebeginning of 1990s. They introduced Western scholars viewson globdizationinto Chinese
intellectud circlesand advocated studying them. In 1993, theIngtitute of Comparative Politicsand Economics
of Beijing Univergty invited Professor Arif Dirlik of Duke University to cometo Beljingfor aseriesof lectures
on globalization and capitaism, which werepublishedintheinitial issue of Srategy and Managementin 1993
as" Capitdismunder Globalization.” Dirlik’sarticlewasregarded asthefirst tointroduce Western globaiza-
tion theories systematically and it had agreat impact in Chineseintellectua circles. Professor Li Shenzhi,
former Vice President of the ChineseAcademy of Socia Sciences, wrote afew paperswhere he advocated
and encouraged studieson globalization in China. In thisrespect, he cameto be recognized as one of the
earliest Chineseadvocates of studiesof globalization.

Chineseawareness of the effectsof globalization was hel ghtened when Asiaexperienced aseriousfinan-
cid crisisin 1997. Thewave of thecrisisoriginated in Thailand and Indonesiaand then spread to Maaysia,
Singapore, South Koreaand Japan. Although Chinahas not yet been affected deeply by theAsian financial
criss, it did highlight for Chinese scholarsthe potentia dangersof financial crisesthat might result from eco-
nomic globalization. Mr. Jiang Zeming, President and General Secretary of the Communist Party of China
(CPC), saidon9March 1998, “ wehaveto recogni ze and tregt properly theissue of economic ' globalization.’
Economic globalizationisan objectivetrend of world economic devel opment, from which none can escape
and inwhich everyone hasto participate. Thekey point isto seediaectically thistrend of ‘ globaization,’ i.e.
seebothitspositiveagpect and itsnegative aspect. Itisparticularly important for devel oping countries’ (Zeming
1998). Theinterest in globaization expressed by the country’stop |eader provided agreat impetusto scholars
and analystsengaging in studies of globalization, and madeit apressing issuefor intellectuas. A number of
essayson globalization have since been published and someimportant Western works on globaization such as
TheTrap of Globalizationweretrand ated into Chinese. The Institute of Comparative Politicsand Econom-
icshasgoneeven further in editing aGlobalization Serieswhich includes seven books: Antinomiesof Glo-
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balization, Marxism and Globalization, Socialism and Globalization, Capitalism and Globalization,
Globalization and China, Globalization and the World, and Globalization and Post-Colonial Criticism.

Thedebate on globalization among Chineseintel lectual sfocuses onthefollowing mainissues:

1. Conception of globaization. What isglobalization and what essentia features doesglobalization have?

2. Typesof globalization. Besideseconomic globalization, are anation-state' spoliticsand culture sub-
jected to globalization? If so, aretheretrendstoward political and cultura globalization?

3. Implicationsof globalization for China. Isglobalization aboveal auniversaizing processor onewhich
demandsareinforcement of nationd autonomy?What policies should Chinafollow?

4. Globalization’s advantages and disadvantages. Is globalization ablessing or adisaster for China's
modernization and devel opment? We examine each of theseissuesin thefollowing sections of the paper.

Conceptionsof Globalization

Inorder to study globalization, it isnecessary to define and understand what ismeant by it. In the attempt to
defineglobalization, thereare essentidly three different opinionsamong Chinese scholars. Proponentsof the
first view arguethat globalization isaprocess manifesting asaholistic propensity for integration of humanlife
that reaches beyond regions and national boundaries. In other words, it stands for “an objective historic
processand tendency of contemporary human devel opment beyond nation-state boundaries, whichisunfol d-
ing asglobal communication, global networksand global interactions” (Tuo 1998:20). Somego further to
explain that the essential meaning of globalization liesin the global consensus beyond spatial, cultural and
ingtitutiona barriers, intheglobal interdependenceamong nationsand regions, and in thefact that ascommu-
nication devel opsand international connections becometighter, human beingsall over theworld arefacing
common problemsand therefore seeking to cooperatein order to resolvethese problems (Junjioul1998: 127).

The second view regards globalization simply as global capitalism at anew stage and new form of
development. Intheviewpoint of theseauthors, globalizationisnothing but alogical result of contemporary
capitaist development, auniversalization of the capitalist mode of production. It issaid that “fundamentally
speaking, the present economic globalization isaglobalization under the control of contemporary capitalism.
So calledissuesof globalization are essentialy issuesof contemporary capitalism, especially of developed
capitalism.” Concretdly, “inthe perspective of the dynamic mechanism and itsredistic foundation, the historic
necessity of globalization should befoundinthecapitaist modeof production” (Caoren & Zhiwe 1998: 138).
Accordingtothislogic of thinking, globalization isonly atemporary form and even asynonym for capitalism.
Thus, itisaso caled”late capitalism, devel oped capitalism, disorgani zed capitalism, transitiona capitalism,
globalized capitaism, post-Fordism and so on” (Fengzheng 1998: 91).

If globdizationisthelatest form of capitalism and the Western devel oped countries, especialy the United
States, are natural representatives of contemporary capitalism, it isplausibleto concludethat globalization
meansWesternization. Thisisthethird conception of globdization prevailingamong avery few intellectuasin
China. Inthisconception, globalizationis characterized by theidentification and universalization of human
values, wherethe source of those valuesis perceived to be Western devel oped countries, specifically the
United States. Asone author pointed out, in the Chinese context, intellectual swith an orientation toward
liberalism areinclined to define globai zati on asWesterni zation or Americani zation by identifying or represent-
ing Western or American political, economic and cultural values and standards as “theworld trend” and
“universa values’ (Yiwu 1998:82,86).

Aboveall, globalization encouragesincreasi ng homogeneity in human devel opment on the basis of eco-
nomicintegration. Globdization involveshomogenizing processesin palitics, the economy and culture, among
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nationsfundamentally anchored on theintensification of financia and productiveintegration. Economic globa -
izationisanecessary consequence of the devel opment of amarket economy that extends beyond nationa and
regional boundariesintheform of aworld market. Undoubtedly, Western devel oped countries havelaunched
and dominatethe globalization process, both making the rules of globalization and controlling rulemaking
processes. They aretrying to spread their political and cultura vauesto other countries, whilecastingthem as
universal onesfor human beingstheworld over. Thusit might be reasonableto understand globalization asthe
process of homogenizing human experience, and thus asthelatest devel opment of capitalism, and asWestern-
ization or Americanization.

Contradictory Aspectsof Globalization

Neverthel ess, each of the above definitionsreflects only one of the essentia aspectsof globalization. The
processof globalization by natureisintensively contradictory: it hastendenciesboth of homogenization/inte-
gration and fragmentation; it involvesboth unification and pluraization; both centralization and separetion; it is
smultaneoudy bothinternationaization and areinforcement of nationd autonomy. First, globdizationisaunity
of universalization and particularization. On theone hand, globalizationisaprocess of homogenization charac-
terized by the convergenceof life styles, modes of production and valuesamong variousnations civilizations.
For instance, the market economy isbecoming aworld abstracted from its European origins, democracy and
human dignity are being sought al over theworld asbasic human values, whiledespotismisrapidly losingits
supporters. Ontheother hand, universaizationisawaysaccompanied by particul ari zation. Market economies
invariouscountriesare subtly different and these differencesamong market economiesinvariouscountriesare
not diminishing asthegloba market economy expandsinto every corner of theworld. For example, themarket
economy in Germany iscalled the* Social Market Economy” anditissubtly different from thelibera market
economy in the United States or the United Kingdom. The market economy in East Asiaisdifferent from
othersdueto higher level sof governmenta intervention. Democracy issmilarly variable. Peopleall over the
world arelonging for democracy which, however, hasdifferent versionsin different countries. For instance,
Japan and South K oreahave created representative democracies, which are somewhat different fromthosein
the USA or the UK.

Second, globalization involves both integration and fragmentation. Indeed, it involvesintegration and
homogenizationin termsof therapid growth of internationa organi zations such asthe United Nations, World
Bank, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Trade Organi zation (WTO), whoserolesnow aremuch
moreimportant than before. Globali zation a so involvesahigher degree of integration among nations, which
leadsto someweakening of traditiona national sovereignty and of theuseof nationa barriers. Moreover, the
cosmopolitanideal hascome closer to realization becauseintegration movementsamong nationsaremore
intenseand important, asillustrated by the examples of Europeanintegration, globa capital markets, andthe
global sharing of increasing amountsof information. Neverthe ess, thereisareversetendency dongwith globa
integration that strengthens, in an unprecedented way, the parti cul arity and independence of each nation and
region. The movement of national independence and autonomy isagood example. It doesnot disappear but
developsmoredeeply asglobal integration progresses. More and more small minorities demand indepen-
denceoneafter another, such astheAlbaniansin Kosovo. Thetideof regiona, local and communa autonomy
isrising, not disgppearing, duringthistimeof globdization. Community movementsand communitarianism have
been one of the more hotly debated political issuesin developed countries. Scholars have coined theterm
“global localism” to specifically reflect these contradictions becauselocal autonomy isdeveloping rapidly
under the condition of globaization.
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Third, globalization isacombination of centralization and decentralization. One of the mgj or aspects of
globaizationistheincreasing centralization of capital, information, power, and wealth. Themerger of large
companies has been thefashion sincethe 1990s, which pushesthe centralization of power and wedth further.
A good exampleisthemerger of McDonnell-Douglasand Boeing, two of theworld’sbiggest companiesinthe
aerospaceindustry. Onthe other hand, the decentralization of capitd , information, power andwedthisasoa
marked trend. Small capital isstill very active and developing very well, appearing not to have suffered asa
result of the opposing tendency of the centralization of capital. It ssemsacontradiction, but infact, the higher
thedegree of centralization of information, themoredifficult itisto monopolizeit. The best exampleinthis
regard isthelnternet. To date, the Internet has been the largest medium for the exchange of information,
making bleinformation fromal partsof theworld, al fieldsof society, and dl aspectsof humanlife. No
onecan monopoalizethisinformation, anditishighly discursivein the sensethat anyonewith an Internet connec-
tionisableto accessand sharein thisinformation.

Findly, globdization bringstogether internationali zation and nationalization, or thereinforcement of dl
components of nation-states and their societies. As pointed out above, globalization transcendstraditional
national barriers. Asaresult, moreand moreinternational conventions, covenants, and agreementsare offi-
cially accepted and observed by all nation-states acrosstheworld. Many international principleshavean
authenticinternationd reality for thefirst time. On the other hand, each nation doesnot forget itsown traditions
and characteri sticswhile accepting and implementing theseinternational conventions, agreementsand prin-
ciples. Each nation triesto dedl withinternationa agreementsinthelight of itsown specific national conditions,
andto giveanationa rendering to theimplementation of theseinternationa principlesand norms. For example,
many countriesin theworld accept internationa covenants on protection of human rightsand the environment,
whileimplementing thesemore specificaly inaway consistent with their nationd characterigtics.

Inshort, globali zation isan antinomy, but avalid antinomy. Although defined through contradictory and
apparently opposing forces, globalization as suchisafact and can be recognized as an obj ectivetrend. Fur-
thermore, becauseitisimpossiblefor any nationto shed itsnational characteristics, evenfor thosemost open
to other countries, globalization as an antinomy isultimately advantageousfor human progress, sinceitis
leading to the unification of aplurality of societies, and thisisaworthy goal in human development.

Typesof Globalization

Globalizationis, aboveadl, based upon theintegration of capital, production, communication and technol ogy
and economic processes. Put in another way, Li Ling says, “themain sign of globalization iseconomic global-
izationaswel asinformation globalization” (Ling 1998: 93). However, thereisanecessary tendency, moreor
less, of palitica and cultural integration and homogeni zation asthe global economy gradually becomesmore
integrated. Therefore, globalization hasnot only economic, but aso political and cultura dimensions. Itis“a
cultura, apolitical, and an economic phenomenon” (Jinwen1998: 102). Many Chinese scholarsdo not recog-
nizethese several dimensions. M ost essays about globalization refer to economic globalization, and many
scholarsdiscussglobdizationin exclusively economicterms. Therearefew scholarswhoidentify globalization
with economicintegration. Most refuseto useagenera conception of globalization, especialy conceptions of
political and cultural globalization. Intheir view, to claim political and cultura globalization isto abandon
Chinesefundamentd political vauesanditspolitica system.

For most Chineseauthors, the meaning of economic globdization issaf-evident: e ementsof economic
growth, especidly elementsof capital, technol ogy and human | abour flow to theglobd level under dynamicsof
market rule, so that nationa and regiona economiesareincreasingly integrated into agloba economic system.
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Theinterdependence, reciprocity and interlinkages of human economic devel opment haveincreased and more
varietiesof commodities produced in different countriesare shared by al peopleintheworld” (Guangcong
1998: 19). Someresearchers summarizethefeatures of economic globdization asthefollowing:

1) globalization of production, anew world-widedivision of labour replacing thetraditional interna-
tiond divison;

2) formation of anew international multilateral trade systemwith agreement on common rules ad-
vancing theintegration of national and regiona economiesinto asingleworld market;

3) therapidly expanding processes of financial integration;

4) aglobal framework of investment isin formation, with investment activity being ableto reach amost
everywhereintheworld;

5) transnational or supranational cooperation has becomethe center of international economiclife
andisplayingamoreimportant roleintheworld economy, with greater chalengesto thetraditiona sovereignty
of thestate;

6) skilled persons are themsel ves becoming globalized and devel oped into global personswith deep
expertiseininternationa trade and management (Rongjiou 1998: 46).

For most Chinese scholars, economic globalization has been an inevitable aspect of world economic
development from which no country can escape. When acountry opensto theworld economic market, itis
destined to be part of the process of economic globalization, and Chinaisnot an exception. These scholars
believethat Chinashould therefore actively participatein the process of economic globalization, they claim,
rather than being forced into this process. Some peopl e say that China’ s participation in economic globaization
isnot only aninevitablefact but al so necessary for achieving economic modernization. Intheir view, the most
advantageous outcome of economic globalizationistheoptimal distribution of world resources. For no matter
how effectively one country’seconomy operates, itisalwayslimited by theleve of itsown domestic resources
and the particular features of itsmarket. Moreover, the optima devel opment of thewholeworld economy can
only bereached through theglobal integration of world resourcesand markets, with minimal limitationsposed
by domestic resources and markets. Furthermore, they argue, economic globalization provides devel oping
countrieswith agood chanceto catch up with devel oped countrieseconomicaly (Lie 1991: 32).

Althoughitisgenerally clear that globaizationisahalistic processof historic devel opment and economic
integration that impel s nationsto observe common rulesand accept commoningtitutiona arrangements, glo-
balization also hassignificant politica and cultura effects. Some Chinese scholarshave begun to reflect upon
non-economic globalization such aspalitica, lega and culturd globdization. For some Chineseauthors, politi-
cd globdization referstoincreasingly smilar political vauesand politica ingtitutionsacross nation-gtates. This
ismanifested aboveadl in convergence upon democratic val ues based on politica freedom and equality, andin
theuniversdization of democratic institutionswhich assure such basic palitica vauesasfreedom, equality and
human rights. Some scholarsgo so far asto say that politica globalizationisasynonym for globa democrati-
zation: “Intermsof political implications, globalization and democrati zation are synonyms. Therecent wave of
political globalization was started by thefall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, the end of the Cold War and the
disappearance of the Iron Curtain. Thevisible dynamic of globalization iseconomicintegration whilethe
invisibleoneistheintegration of va ues, theintegration of democratic and globd vaues’ (Junning 1998: 26).

Other politica scientistsdiscussmore specifically thekind of political trendsemerginginthegloba age.
Asone of them argues, good governancein the global agewill be democratic. Good governance meansthat
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political processesare characterized by cooperation and synergy between governmentsand citizensto maxi-
mize public benefit. It isenvisioned as anew, optimal relationship between state and civil society. Good
governanceconsistsof six dements:

- legitimacy — public order and authority should beidentified by citizensasrepresenting their interests;
- trangparency — accessby citizensto political information that pertainsto their interests,

- accountability;

- ruleof law;

- responsiveness, and

- effectiveness.

Suchanidedl political formisdefined as*thepolitica mode of theglobd age” (Keping 1998: 38).

International practicesand conventionsthat all nations are meant to observe have moreimportance now
than beforetheglobal age. In response, afew Chinesejurist haverecommended that globalization of law, asa
new stage of legal development, be put ontheofficia agendafor lawmakers. “From thelegal perspective, the
adoption of aconception of globalization raisesanumber of problemsover which people haveto think seri-
oudly, likethe problem of conflict between theworld economy and national interests, the problem of tension
between traditional culture and modernization, the rel ation between globalization and the sovereignty of the
state, the problems posed by lega pluralism, and thestatus of statelegidaturesand soon” (Ling 1998: 94). As
anew stage of legal devel opment, some scholars state that the new legislation required in the context of
globalization should be based upon global consensus, possi bleresolutionsto global problems, changing no-
tionsof traditional sovereignty of the state, and aweakening of nationdist ideologies (Jinwen 1998: 111-119).

Theissueof cultura globalizationismore debatablein China. Inthehistory of modern China, therehave
been two dominant views: a“ Westernization View” (XihuaLun) and a“ Chinese Cultura Quintessence” (Guo
Cui Lun) view. The Chinese Cultura Quintessenceview hasgradualy lost itsdefensibility asWestern popular
music, fashion, books, magazines, and lifestyl esentered Chinaone after the other, following China'seconomic
reformsthat opened it to moreexterna influences. Cultural globalization hasbeen aredity inasensethat a
cultural identity or valueidentity hasemerged, beyond anative or national cultural identity. Some Chinese
scholarsrefer toit as* globa culture’. For the Chinese advocates of global culture, global identity or global
vauesdraw their necessity and redity from globa processesof socidization. Intheir view, human socialization
isawayscompleted in particular cultura environments, which now extend beyond the national boundaries. A
global cultureand global socialization now exists, which fosterstheglobal person” whoissurrounded by
globa cultura information. Such apersonis, aboveal, agloba person rather than aChinese, anAmerican, a
French, or aRussian person. Similarly, each national cultureisinredlity afusion of severa cultures, in spiteof
thefact that each national cultureretainsanindependencefromthe others. Global culture hasbeen formed by
amerging of nationa cultures. The existence of global culture meansuniversal va ues have emerged which
transcend national borders, socia systemsand political ideologies (Junjiou 1998: 131-132).

Thelmpact of Globalization on China

Chinesescholarsarehighly interested inwhat impactsglobalizationwill have on China. Globdization hasboth
positive and negative aspectsfor theinternational community. From apositive perspective, globalizationis
advantageousfor distributing resources more effectively throughout theworld, for raisngtheleve of interna
tional cooperation, for sharing scientific and technol ogica information globally, and for resolving globa prob-
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lemslikeair pollution, illega immigrationand drug smuggling.

From anegative perspective, globalization strengthensthe hegemony of developed countriesininterna:
tional economicand political life, increasestherisksof aninternationa financia crisis, widensthegap between
the South and the North, and hel psinternational capital to increaseitscontrol of the economiesof lessdevel -
oped countries.

Chinese soci ety experiences both the positive and the negative aspects. On one hand, globalization
providesalot of opportunitiesfor China'sdevel opment. It isbeneficial for Chinato absorb foreign capitd, to
acquire advanced scientific knowl edge and technol ogi es, theories of management, and knowledge of foreign
institution-building methods, to export national products, and to participateininternational cooperativear-
rangements. On the other hand, it isobvioudy unfavourablefor China seconomic development at the same
time, as Chinese politiciansand scholarshave emphasi zed sincethe East Asian financid crisis.

Generally speaking, negative eva uations of globalization for Chinaarefocused on thefollowing two
aspects. First, therearethreatsto China's economic security. Foreign control of capital and high technology in
large domestic enterprises threatens both the structure and progress of China'sindustry. Asthe domestic
financial market opens up to theworld on alarge scal e and accumulates ahuge number of foreign debts, it
becomesmore subject to seriousfinancia crisesresulting from thefluctuations of theworld economy. Second,
thereisapossibility of weakening the sovereignty of the Chinese state. One of the primary conditionsfor
participating inthe process of globdization isto observe established international practicesand conventions.
Most of these have been made according to, and reflect, the standards and val ues of devel oped countries.
Devel oping countrieshave no aternative but to follow these Western-val ued practicesand conventions. Asa
consequence, their sovereignty tendsto declineto varying degrees (Caocai & Jianping 1998: 180-200).

Globalization, M oder nization and Development

Asmany Chineseresearchershave clearly seen, the Chinese government hastaken very active approachesto
participating inthe progress of globalization by implementing policiesthat open itseconomy to theworld, by
striving to becomeamember of WTO, and by signing the Internationa Covenant on Civil and Politica Rights.
Most Chinese scholarsagreethat it isadvisableto participate actively in globalization. The problem for China
asadevel oping country isnot whether tojoinin to globaizing processes, but how to do so. Asan author notes,

the Chinese people must recognizefully the dual impact of globalization dominated by devel oped
countries: opportunity coincideswith challenge. It isafortunate opportunity inthesensethat global-
ization providesavenuesfor devel oping countriesto absorb internationa capital and moderntech-
nology, to increase exports, toimprovetheir market economiesand tojoininto theworld market.
Chinaprovidesagood exampleby carrying out itspoliciesof reform, including opening itseconomy,
and by constructing socidist market economy. Meanwhile, it isasource of mental agony and pain
for developing countriesaswell in the sensethat the progress of globdization will underminethe
foundation of state sovereignty and their economic independencewill suffer dueto the hegemony of
thedevel oped countries. Thefinancid crisisin East Asiaisagood exampleinthisregard (Weiping
1998: 50-51).

Thiscrisshasexerted agreat influence on Chineseintellectual swho areinterested in globdization. Now
they aremore carefully and cautiously putting their emphasi s on timing, and on thewaysin which China
participatesin globdization.
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First, many people argue that China cannot try to match devel oped countriesin participating in the
processesof globali zation because China s soci o-economic condition remainsbehind theirs, and globdization
isactually controlled by afew advanced countries. Trying to match the advanced countriesin the progress of
globaization will certainly lead to asituation where China seconomy isintegrated into the globa market too
quickly to developitself. In this scenario, the economy will be subject to mani pul ation by the economically
advanced countries. An economist summarizesthe view of * kegpingup’ withglobdization” inthisway: “ China
has entered through the gate of globalization and will not beableto improveitseconomy without keeping up
with advanced countriesin theprogressof globalization” (Li Kemu 1998:44). Then hecriticizesthisview as
“too smplistic and far from the Chinese situation, and thereforeis one-sided and improper.”

Second, somethink that Chinashould take part in the progress of globalization with somereservations.
Rdativeto politicsand culture, the priority should be givento economic globaization, athough palitics, culture
and the economy are difficult to separate from one another, asiswell known. Intheview of certain Chinese
scholars, aswehave seen, globalization isequiva ent to economic globali zation. For someof them, Chinacan
never follow and keep up with Western countries even when it comesto economic integration. Instead China
should open upto global marketsat amoderate pace. They warn that Chinese economistsshould not cultivate
adream of economic globalization that hidesthe hugerisksinvolved, urging them instead to recognizethe
inequalitiesof theexisting globa economic order through which Western devel oped countries can manipul ate
devel oping countrieslike China. These scholarsemphasizethat Chinamust insist on anindependent strategy of
economic devel opment, watching out for Western economic and political hegemony, and defending control of
itsnational economy and the sovereignty of the Chinese state.

Lastly, someintellectua s put their emphasison nationa economic autonomy uponwhich, intheir opinion,
economic globalization should be based. Aspointed out at the beginning of the paper, globalization combines
nationdlization (inthe sense of protecting and building nationa autonomy), and internationalization. Thesetwo
trendsor impul sesapply to theeconomy. On one hand, economic globalizationisdissolving traditiond nationa
barriersand speeding the progress of world economicintegration. On the other hand, thetrend of defending
national economic autonomy has become more apparent than before. Asexampl es, regional economieshave
been devel oping very rapidly in recent years; protectionism, evenin devel oped countries, remainsasstrong as
beforeasillustrated by the example of agricultural subsidies; and trade wars continueto take place among
nationsnow and then.

In such asituation, how should Chinadeal with the rel ationship between economic globalization and
nationa economic autonomy? In other words, which should begiven priority, joininginto thegloba economy
or devel oping the nationa economy?A few scholarsfrankly expresstheneed for giving priority tothe nationa
economy over economic globalization. Thefundamental reason for participating in thegloba economy, for
them, isto devel op the national economy more quickly and to increase national economic power. Themore
globa theworld economy becomes, the more apparent the national interest is. They conclude*”itisabsolutely
mi staken to stress opening to the global market rather than protecting the national economy. Itisabasic
principleto devel op our national economy” (Gao 1997: 44).

Concluson

Globalization has been one of the most important discoursesin Chinese academic circlesin recent years,
drawing scholarsfrom political science, economics, philosophy, sociology and other disciplines. Wehave been
ableto discern some new features and special meaningsfrom thisdiscussion, although it hasonly recently
begunandit will bealongtimebeforeit ends. Thereareat least two attractive devel opmentsin thisdiscourse,
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inour view, when compared to other discoursesin modern Chineseintellectua history: thediscourseisgradu-
ally going beyond both the dichotomies of thetraditiona paradigm of “ Sino-West” and theideological para
digmof “ SocidismversusCapitaism.”

The" Sino-West” discourse might bethelongest standingintellectual debatein modern China, and has
focused onthemeritsof “ Sinification” or “Westernization” intermsof China srelationswith theworld. Chinese
intellectual s have been disputing aspects of thisdiscourse sincethe period of the Westernization Movement
under the Qing Dynasty, through the Republic of Chinaunder the Kuomingdang regime, and then under the
People' sRepublic of Chinaand the CPC. Thedominant doctrinethroughout the debates has alwaysbeenthe
“ Chinese body with Western functions” (zhong i xi yong). The essence of thisdoctrineisthat Chinaand
Western countriesare opposed to each other in fundamental interests, and therefore Chinamust only introduce
and use Western sciences and techniques astool s, whil e strictly maintai ning the Chinese political systemand
Chinesetraditiona values. Thisdoctrine strongly res stsaccepting or accommodating Western political, socid,
economicand cultura systemsand va ues, and hashad essentially the samemeaning al aong, despitevarious
formsof expressionindifferent periodsand under different regimes.

Thisdoctrine, however, has been affected by the discussions of globalization that beganin the 1990s.
Participantsin thediscussion of globdization, for themost part, nolonger regard it smply asWesternizationin
spiteof thefact that amost al of them recognize the dominant role of Western devel oped countriesin global-
ization. Chineseintellectual sargue that the subjects of globalization must be nationson an equal basis, no
matter whether the nationsarelarge or small, and even though the manipul ators of globalization, in effect, are
Western advanced countries. It followsthat Chinashould participate actively and intuitively in globalization
processeswhilenever becoming Westernized. Thisisclear evidencethat Chineseintellectua sarebeginningto
move away from thedichotomy of “ Sino-West”, but are still deeply concerned with nationalistic issues.

After the Second World War, much of theinternational community divided into two blocs. communist
countriesand capitalism countries. Asof 1949, Chinabel onged to thecommunist bloc while Western devel -
oped countrieswere capitalist. Because of thisdivision, Western countries became almost synonymouswith
capitalism. Inthisparticular context, thetraditional discourse of “ Sino-West” took theform of “ Socialism
versus Capitalism”. Theideological discourseon“Socialism versus Capitalism” wasrepeated many times
throughout the period that Chinawasimplementing policiesthat opened it to the Western world. Morere-
cently, however, weare ableto find in the discussion of globalization that Chineseintellectuals, for the most
part, nolonger regard globdization asasynonym for capitalism, dthough they know clearly that the devel oped
capitalistic countries control the progressof globalization. They do not advocate capitalism publicly in China
but they do welcome globalization. In thisrespect, we can say that the discourse of globalizationisdissolving
theideologica dichotomy of “ Socidismversus Capitaism” which hasdominated Chineseintellectual discus-
sionsfor solong.
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