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• Baghdad has a history of experimenting with a variety of unmanned platforms.  Iraq’s 

use of newer, more capable airframes would increase range and payload, while 
smaller platforms might be harder to detect and therefore more survivable.  This 
capability represents a serious threat to Iraq’s neighbors and to international military 
forces in the region.   

 
• Iraq used tactical fighter aircraft and helicopters to deliver chemical agents, loaded in 

bombs and rockets, during the Iran-Iraq War.  Baghdad probably is considering again 
using manned aircraft as delivery platforms depending on the operational scenario.  

 
Procurement in Support of WMD Programs 
 
Iraq has been able to import dual-use, WMD-relevant equipment and material through 
procurements both within and outside the UN sanctions regime.  Baghdad diverts some 
of the $10 billion worth of goods now entering Iraq every year for humanitarian 
needs to support the military and WMD programs instead.  Iraq’s growing ability to 
sell oil illicitly increases Baghdad’s capabilities to finance its WMD programs.  Over the 
last four years Baghdad’s earnings from illicit oil sales have more than quadrupled to 
about $3 billion this year. 
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• UN monitors at Iraq's borders do not inspect the cargo—worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars—that enters Iraq every year outside of the Oil- for-Food Program; some of 
these goods clearly support Iraq's military and WMD programs.  For example, 
Baghdad imports fiber-optic communication systems outside of UN auspices to 
support the Iraqi military.  

 
• Iraq imports goods using planes, trains, trucks, and ships without any type of 

international inspections—in violation of UN Security Council resolutions.  
 
Even within the UN-authorized Oil- for-Food Program, Iraq does not hide that it wants to 
purchase military and WMD-related goods.  For example, Baghdad diverted UN-
approved trucks for military purposes and construction equipment to rehabilitate 
WMD-affiliated facilities, even though these items were approved only to help the 
civilian population. 
 
• Iraq has been able to repair modern industrial machine tools that previously supported 

production of WMD or missile components and has imported additional tools that it 
may use to reconstitute Baghdad’s unconventional weapons arsenal.  

 
• On several occasions, Iraq has asked to purchase goods—such as neutron generators 

and servo valves—that the UN Monitoring, Verification, and Inspection Commission 
(UNMOVIC) views as linchpins for prohibited Iraqi programs; alternative, non-dual-
use items would serve the civilian purpose purportedly intended for this equipment.  

 
UNMOVIC began screening contracts pursuant to UNSCR 1284 in December 1999 and 
since has identified more than 100 contracts containing dual-use items as defined in 
UNSCR 1051 that can be diverted into WMD programs.  UNMOVIC also has requested 
that suppliers provide technical information on hundreds of other goods because of 
concerns about potential misuse of dual-use equipment.  In many cases, Iraq has 
requested technology that clearly exceeds requirements for the stated commercial end-use 
when it easily could substitute items that could not be used for WMD.  
 
• On some UN contracts, Baghdad claimed that the requested goods are designed to 

rehabilitate facilities—such as the Al Qa'im phosphate plant and Fallujah—that in the 
past were used to support both industrial and WMD programs.  


