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The Pugwash Conferences, recipient of the 1995
Nobel Peace Prize, today concluded an historic
meeting involving more than 50 individuals from

Jammu and Kashmir, India and Pakistan on ways of end-
ing more than five decades of conflict and establishing a
secure and prosperous future for the peoples of this vital
region of South Asia.

For the first time in many years, members of political
parties, non-governmental organizations, and civil society
from both sides of the Line of Control were able to meet
each other, and their colleagues from India and Pakistan,
in an atmosphere of trust and reconciliation as they dis-
cussed ways of overcoming many of the contentious issues
that confront them. 

Participants of the conference welcomed the resump-
tion of the composite dialogue between India and Pakistan
in the hope that a sustained dialogue between the two
countries will lead to enhanced confidence and greater
cooperation in areas of mutual interest and a resolution of
all outstanding issues including Jammu and Kashmir.

For too long, conflict in Jammu and Kashmir has pro-
duced widespread suffering and deprivation for the people
of the region and served as an enduring source of conflict
between India and Pakistan. Participants expressed the
hope that Jammu and Kashmir need not forever represent
a chasm dividing Pakistan and India, but could potentially
be a bridge between these two great countries and trans-
form the political and economic fortunes of South Asia.

Over four days, participants discussed ways of reduc-
ing violence and building trust, improving the transporta-
tion infrastructure and economy of the region, instituting
cooperative programs, and generally enhancing the wel-
fare and fulfilling the aspirations of the people of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Much remains to be done if long-standing tensions are
to be overcome. But participants at the Pugwash meeting
were optimistic that an important first step had been

taken. Future meetings and ways of continuing and inten-
sifying the dialogue were discussed in the knowledge that
the people of Jammu and Kashmir themselves must help
lead the way to a more peaceful and prosperous future.

The Pugwash Conferences would like to express its
deep appreciation to the government of Nepal for its assis-
tance in hosting the meeting in Kathmandu, and to the
governments of India and Pakistan for their encourage-
ment and support.

Prof. Paolo Cotta-Ramusino Dr. Jeffrey Boutwell
Secretary General Executive Director
Rome office Washington, DC office

A D D E N D U M

Statement of Consensus by Persons from both sides of the
Line of Control, Jammu and Kashmir

During the Pugwash meeting in Kathmandu, Nepal, there
was a meeting just of persons from both sides of the Line of
Control, on Monday, December 13. The following is a state-
ment from that session.

A general consensus developed as follows:

(1) The dignity and welfare of the inhabitants of Jammu
and Kashmir are of paramount importance;

(2) The process of peace should be developed around the
following features:
• solutions to be sought in a peaceful manner
• solutions to be perceived as honorable
• solutions to be feasible

(3) Confidence-building measures to be taken include end-
ing violence, steps to improve the economy and social
institutions, and steps to create the conditions for the
rule of law.

(4) The dialogue process started in Kathmandu should be
continued and institutionalized.

Pugwash Meeting on Jammu and Kashmir and the
India-Pakistan Dialogue: The Prospects Ahead 

11–14 December 2004, Kathmandu, Nepal

S P E C I A L  R E P O R T

Press Release, 14 December 2004
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From Kashmir to Kathmandu
14 December 2004
By Charles Haviland
BBC correspondent in Kathmandu

In a corner of the lobby of Kathmandu’s plushest hotel, a
remarkable cluster of people sat together over whisky, tea
and coffee.

There was a retired army general, the epitome of Pak-
istan’s military and political establishment.

There were Kashmiri politicians from both sides of the
Line of Control which divides the territory; an academic
and a teacher; and a leader of Kashmiri Hindus, the Pan-
dits, displaced from their homes by the violence in Indian-
controlled Kashmir.

Remarkable sentiments were being expressed on this
emotional occasion: one of the first times that different
parties in the dispute have met in South Asia.

“We’re similar in language and culture, in fact we’re
birds of the same feather,” said the Kashmiri Pandit leader,
Jatender Bakshi.

Ethnic division

He was seated with Professor MARK Khaleeque, a party
leader and retired government member in Pakistani-con-
trolled Kashmir, who nodded in agreement about the
value of meeting “our brethren from that side”.

The two had just met for the first time. Prof Khaleeque
said any religious or ethnic division of Kashmir should be
ended, while Mr Bakshi outlined his vision for the near
future.

That is the return of Pandits to their homes in the
Kashmir Valley “to live physically, emotionally and inter-
mingle with the majority [Muslim] community there as we
lived before”.

“We’re similar in language and culture, in fact we’re
birds of the same feather.” 
—Kashmiri Pandit leader, Jatender Bakshi

He had been invited to hold a meeting on this subject
at the Srinagar office of the All-Party Hurriyat Confer-
ence—the main umbrella separatist group in Indian-con-
trolled Kashmir.

Nearby, Hurriyat leaders—those representing its mod-

erate wing, opposed to the armed struggle—patiently gave
media interviews, although keen to get out sightseeing.

Hurriyat chairman Mirwais Omar Farooq, young and
slick, said the great value of these informal talks was that
they were focused on Kashmiris rather than just on India
and Pakistan.

“Half my family are in Azad [Pakistani] Kashmir, but
I’ve never visited,” he said. “We need open borders—let’s
forget rhetoric, forget passports.”

A hug

His older Hurriyat colleague, Prof Abdul Ghani Bhat, was
effusive—the meeting had enabled a far greater depth of
interaction than anything in the past, he said.

There was even a hug between Pakistani and Indian
retired lieutenant-generals, Talat Masood and BS Malik.

Holding such talks in Nepal—like Kashmir a Himalayan
beauty spot—may have seemed an unlikely choice.

“We chose Kathmandu because it’s neither India nor
Pakistan but very nearby,” said the amiable Italian profes-
sor, Paolo Cotta-Ramusino, the prime mover behind this
event.

As head of Pugwash Conferences, an international
peace think-tank, he visited both halves of Kashmir a year
ago and decided to do something concrete.

He said there was a heartening degree of mutual
respect, adding that the Indian and Pakistani governments
had offered “amazing” support.

He did not, however, hide his disappointment that
Indian-administered Kashmir’s current and former govern-
ing parties had both failed to send delegates.

“We tried by every means to get them—you’ll have to
ask them why they didn’t come,” he said.

Humanitarian problem

By contrast, there was a contribution of sorts from the
hardline faction of the Hurriyat separatists.

Syed Ali Shah Geelani had sent a paper for debate,
describing Kashmir as a humanitarian problem rather
than a territorial dispute.

Hurriyat chairman Mirwais Farooq said that while
both Delhi and Islamabad had tried to “sabotage” such
meetings in the past, things were now different. He had
been allowed to travel using just his driving licence for
identity purposes.

Media Coverage
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But whatever new cross-border initiatives are discussed
here, and however deep the goodwill, will the govern-
ments will retreat to their normal positions when it comes
to the crunch?

That could happen, admitted Hameeda Nayeem, a
professor from Srinagar. But, she felt, when ordinary peo-
ple and think tanks get involved, “it is very difficult for
governments to backtrack”.

On India’s regular complaint, alleged cross-border
incursions by militants, General Masood said he believed
Pakistani policy towards guerrillas had significantly hard-
ened, especially since assassination attempts on President
Musharraf last year.

Delegates here talked of a future of open borders, of
Kashmir being an engine of commerce in the region—a
unifier rather than a divider.

That may all be a long way off. But as of now, the Pug-
wash-sponsored talks here have produced a lot of smiling
faces.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/south_asia/4094421.stm
Published: 2004/12/14 12:36:00 GMT
© BBC MMIV

Editorial
15 December 2004
Daily Times of Pakistan

Milestone Kathmandu conference

The Pugwash Conference on Science and World Affairs
has recently concluded a meeting in Kathmandu that
brought together experts from India, Pakistan, the United
States and some other countries. Even more significantly it
had some leaders and analysts from the two sides of Kash-
mir — Azad Kashmir and Indian-Held Kashmir. This was
a milestone conference for many reasons.

The stimulus for Pugwash came from a Manifesto
issued in 1955 by eminent scientist Albert Einstein and
philosopher Bertrand Russell. The manifesto “called upon
scientists of all political persuasions to assemble to discuss
the threat posed to civilisation by the advent of thermonu-
clear weapons”. The forum got its name from Pugwash, a
small village in Nova Scotia in Canada, birthplace of the
American philanthropist Cyrus Eaton, who hosted the
first meeting. Since that day, Pugwash has expanded to

cover various areas of security and conflict resolution. It
brings together, “from around the world, influential schol-
ars and public figures concerned with reducing the danger
of armed conflict and seeking cooperative solutions for
global problems”.

During the Cold War, Pugwash provided a forum to
antagonists on both sides of the East-West divide to talk to
each other candidly in private. This is why Pugwash meet-
ings work on the principle of non-reporting. While the
Einstein-Russell Manifesto sets the ideal goal, much of
Pugwash’s success — for instance, in relation to preventing
the spread of nuclear weapons — was owed to its policy-
oriented approach. In 1995, it got the Nobel Prize for
Peace in recognition of the work it had done towards non-
proliferation and arms control.

For the last four years, Pugwash has also been involved
in reducing the risk of war between India and Pakistan —
following the nuclearisation of the two countries — and
has recently also joined efforts to try and work out a solu-
tion to the Kashmir problem. The Kathmandu conference
was a follow-up on at least two earlier conferences in
Geneva and New Delhi. However, this was the first time it
managed to bring together leaders and opinion makers
from both sides of the Line of Control.

What is good is the fact that the meeting was facili-
tated by the governments of India and Pakistan, though
there were anxious moments when bureaucrats on both
sides tried to throw a spanner in the works. Pugwash was

Media Coverage

Amb. Parthasarathi, Prof. Cotta-Ramusino, Mohd Abdullah Tari, and
Imram Jeelani
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also a little concerned about some press coverage in the
run-up to the conference, some of which hinted at its (Pug-
wash) being part of the American efforts to work out a
solution. That is wrong, as Pugwash was at pains to point
out. It simply provides a forum for frank and candid
exchange of ideas which, most would agree, is important
as part of ongoing efforts to improve the atmospherics
between India and Pakistan and keep the normalisation
process on the rails. Additionally, this particular meeting
proved significant because of the interface between Kash-
miri leadership from AJK and IHK. It has been a long-
standing demand of Pakistan as well as the All Parties
Hurriyat Conference that Kashmiris on both sides should
be allowed to meet and work out a joint strategy. There-
fore, it makes eminent sense for Pakistan to support all ini-
tiatives, whether official or unofficial, which seek to do
just that.

Given that the UN resolutions on Kashmir have
become mostly moribund in the backdrop of India’s
refusal to accept them, it is important to come up with cre-
ative solutions. Also, no solution of Kashmir is likely to
stick unless it is generally acceptable to the majority of
Kashmiris. This is also the official position of Pakistan and
General Pervez Musharraf has reiterated it consistently. A
good upshot of the recent meeting has been the commit-
tees set up to intensify contacts between leaders on both
sides and provide them the space to flesh out ideas dis-

cussed at the Kathmandu meeting. That is why this devel-
opment should be welcomed by India and Pakistan. Both
can use the Kashmiris to climb down from their maximal-
ist positions without losing face. *

Kidnappings are a blot on Sindh CM

Upper Sindh is once again in the clutches of dacoits and
gangs of kidnappers. On December 3, a gang of criminals
kidnapped three additional sessions judges, one of whom
managed to escape but not before he was severely beaten
up. The other two, Abdul Wahab and Farooq Ahmed
Channa, are still missing. All three were travelling from
Ratodero to Shikarpur when they were kidnapped.

But this is not the only incident. Ten other people
including three Hindu boys have been kidnapped in
Shikarpur alone in less than a month. There have been
other reports of similar incidents from the districts of
Jacobabad, Sukkur, Ghotki and Larkana. While the Citi-
zen-Police Liaison Committee in Karachi has extensive
records on kidnapping-for-ransom cases in urban Sindh,
rural Sindh is largely a matter of conjecture. Rough esti-
mates put the number of recent incidents across Sindh at
nearly 100 cases. There is also a discrepancy between
records held by the police and estimates given by the
CPLC and other NGOs working with citizens. Invariably,
in rural Sindh, the kidnapped person has had to buy his
freedom.

An interesting observation regarding these cases is that
the dacoits either target officials or people from less pow-
erful clans and tribes. Most known Baloch tribes have gen-
erally not faced this problem. Another pattern relates to
the rise in kidnapping cases whenever there is a political
government in Sindh. Many observers have noted the
nexus between dacoits and politicians in the province.
That is why it is important for the Sindh government to
capture the culprits and take to task the politicians
involved in it in any way. The Sindh chief minister has gen-
erally showed off as a “tough” administrator. But he
might be a better chief minister if he could take time off
from private tableegh to look after the welfare of his pub-
lic constituents. *

From http://www.dailytimes.com.pk/default.asp?page=
story_17-12-2004_pg3_1

Prof. Cotta-Ramusino, Hon. M. Rasgotra, Gen. Masood, 
and Raja Mohan.

Media Coverage



Pugwash Newsletter, December 2004 7

Not chasm, J–K a bridge between India
and Pakistan
15 December 2004
C. Raja Mohan, Indian Express

Hope reigns at first-ever interaction between people from
J–K and across LoC

Dispelling political concerns all around and overcoming
many procedural difficulties, a rare conversation among
Indians, Pakistanis and Kashmiris ended here today with
the hope that the state of Jammu and Kashmir could even-
tually become a bridge between New Delhi and Islam-
abad. 

As the Pugwash Conference on Science and World
Affairs, winner of the 1995 Nobel Peace Prize, prepared to
host a dialogue on Jammu and Kashmir, there was consid-
erable anxiety in New Delhi about its unusual format and
potentially unwelcome consequences.

Despite those apprehensions, New Delhi decided to
allow leaders of the All Party Hurriyat Conference to
travel to Kathmandu in their individual capacity. Many
of them, including Mir waiz Omar Farooq, Abdul Ghani
Bhatt and Sajjad Lone joined the unprecedented dialogue.

Although the Indian government let Syed Ali Geelani
travel and participate in the conference, the hardline
leader of the Jamat-e-Islami in Kashmir was a no-show.

New Delhi’s calculated risk appears to have been
worthwhile as the engagement between Indians, Pakistanis
and Kashmiris took place amid rhetorical restraint, politi-
cal civility and mutual respect.

No one at the conference ceded ground on the contro-
versial question of Jammu and Kashmir. Yet, no one
sought to impose a set of positions on the others. The
emphasis was on the widely shared interest in promoting
peace and development in Jammu and Kashmir.

The conference over the last four days saw two sets of
conversations. One among Indians, Pakistanis and Kash-
miri leaders; and another, taking place for the first time,
just between the conference participants from Jammu and
Kashmir across the dividing line.

Summing up the essence of the dialogue in a press
release, Paolo Cotta-Ramusino, Secretary General of the
Pugwash, underlined the vision that “Jammu and Kashmir
need not forever represent a chasm dividing India and
Pakistan, but could potentially be a bridge between these
two great countries”.

A separate statement from the leaders of J–K reflected
the consensus among them that the solutions to the prob-
lem in the state must be “sought in a peaceful manner”,
“perceived as honourable”, and must be “feasible”. No
one from New Delhi, Islamabad, Srinagar or Muzaf-
farabad would want to quibble with those political criteria
for a settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir question.

A running theme in both the conversations was the
urgency of initiating measures to reduce the levels of vio-
lence, enhance the rule of law, and generate greater con-
tact and economic exchanges between the people of the
divided state.

Trading charges and apportioning the blame for the
extended crisis in Jammu and Kashmir are common in any
dialogue between Indians and Pakistanis. The focus at
Kathmandu, instead, was on finding common ground
despite major differences between Indians, Pakistanis and
Kashmiris and among the various regions of the original
state of Jammu and Kashmir.

The conference did not come up with any solutions to
the Jammu and Kashmir problem. It was not expected to.
If sustained, however, the initiative might help generate a
wee bit of political space for New Delhi and Islamabad to
explore answers to the problem.

http://www.indianexpress.com/full_story.php?content_id=60

Media Coverage
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Jammu and Kashmir and the India-Pakistan dialogue: 
The Prospects Ahead

Kathmandu, Nepal, 11-14 December 2004

Report
By Claire Galez

tion process between India and Pak-
istan. Although Jammu and Kashmir
is certainly one of the most con-
tentious issues between the two coun-
tries, it had not been discussed in
detail during previous sessions,
except for issues of cross-border infil-
tration and the management of the
Line of Control as seen from the per-
spective of India’s and Pakistan’s
national security concerns. It was felt
that the participation of key Kash-
miri actors from both sides of the
divide was paramount in evolving
mechanisms of sustainable and
rewarding conflict resolution. 

For the first time in decades,
members of political parties, non-
governmental organizations, and civil
society from both sides of the Line of
Control were able to meet with each
other, and with their colleagues from
Pakistan and India, for constructive
dialogue. More than 50 participants
from India, Pakistan, Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (Pakistan Administered
Kashmir–PAK) and from all the
regions of the Indian State of Jammu
and Kashmir (Indian Administered
Kashmir–IAK) attended. [No repre-
sentatives from Kashmir’s Gilgit and
Skardu regions (the Northern
Areas–NAs) attended].

The Pugwash Conferences are
very grateful to the governments of
India and Pakistan for helping to

facilitate the meeting, to the govern-
ment of Nepal for agreeing to host
the meeting on its territory, and to
the Carnegie Corporation of New
York for its support of the Pugwash
South Asia program which made the
meeting possible. The Pugwash Sec-
retary General, Prof. Paolo Cotta-
Ramusino, and all the members of
the Pugwash community would espe-
cially like to pay tribute to Mr. J.N.
Dixit, the national security advisor
to the government of India, who did
so much to help make the meeting a
reality, and who passed away on
3 January 2005, shortly after the
meeting. 

*************
Following a general opening plenary
session, the participants broke into
three working group sessions on the
following topics:

• Intra-Kashmiri Dialogue

• CBMs and Immediate Measures

• Steps towards a Peaceful Resolu-
tion of the Conflict

The workshop then concluded by
re-convening in a plenary. What fol-
lows is a general summary of the
main points covered in the meeting,
with the report being the responsibil-
ity of the rapporteur, and not meant
to convey or imply approval by any
particular participant, or the group
as a whole.

[Throughout the document, unless
otherwise specified, “Jammu and
Kashmir” is taken to mean all the ter-
ritory comprising both Indian and
Pakistani-administered Jammu and
Kashmir]

Following a terrorist attack on the
Indian Parliament in December
2001, diplomatic relations between
India and Pakistan were suspended
and both countries maintained a mili-
tary standoff for over a year. After
more than five decades of acrimo-
nious relations between the two
neighbours, where the lives of mil-
lions of people were imperilled by
three wars and several near-war situ-
ations, India and Pakistan in April
2003 committed themselves to fresh
rounds of talks with the aim of con-
structing a bilateral composite dia-
logue where the conflict over Kash-
mir would be addressed. 

The Pugwash workshop on
‘Jammu & Kashmir and the India-
Pakistan Dialogue: The Prospects
Ahead’ was the most recent in a
series of Pugwash workshops on
South Asia issues, held in Lahore,
Geneva and New Delhi in 2002-
2003, focusing on the need for and
ways of strengthening a normaliza-
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Pugwash Workshop No. 303

Background

The stated positions of all parties to
the Kashmir dispute are well known.
After a brief introduction of the stan-
dard Pugwash methodology for
meetings—where individuals repre-
sent only themselves and where there
should be no attribution of remarks
made during the meeting—the orga-
nizers urged participants at this
meeting, intended at creating a
framework for dialogue between peo-
ple from India, Pakistan and from
both sides of the Kashmir divide, to
go beyond acrimony and stated posi-
tions and creatively reflect on their
own capacity in contributing to peace
and reconciliation in the region. 

First steps towards conflict
resolution

Although no consensus was reached
in identifying the starting point for
evolving conflict resolution mecha-
nisms, all participants acknowledged
that the human dimension of the con-
flict should take priority over geo-
strategic considerations. Key
approaches were developed by some
participants, stressing the need for
‘change’ mainly in developing a peo-
ple-centred approach and making the
human dimension of the Kashmir
problem part and parcel of the politi-
cal dialogue at all levels.

Some participants also felt that
‘time’ is a fundamental factor in
establishing a durable peace between
India and Pakistan, but most impor-
tantly for the whole of Kashmir in its
regional environment. What is
needed is a prolonged period of non-
violence, coupled with genuine social
and economic reforms, that could
deflate a great number of problems
and help establish a durable and sus-
tainable peace. One cannot expect a
society to shift instantly from pro-

found trauma to peace. Genuine
space should be carved out for the
people of Kashmir to recover from
56 years of estrangement and alien-
ation, and from over a decade and a
half of intense violence. 

At the outset, there seemed to be
much agreement that the UN Resolu-
tions proposing a plebiscite to
express the political choices of Kash-
miris, of acceding to either India or
Pakistan, was now obsolete. 

It was also generally agreed that
the end result of negotiations on the
future political status of Kashmir
cannot be realistically ascertained at
this stage. Nevertheless, initial nego-
tiations can and should focus on the
Kashmiri people’s prime interest in

peace, reconciliation, and economic
and social development. While there
remain dissenting views on who
exactly are the representatives of the
Kashmiri people (and in fact no party
or individual can claim an absolute
representative character), the over-
riding consideration is that the Kash-
miri people need to be represented
meaningfully at different levels of
negotiation.

The need for developing a multi-
level approach was generally agreed
to by the participants, stressing the
need for an intra-Kashmiri dialogue
and process of reconciliation within
both sides of Kashmir and across the
Line of Control; and between Kash-
miris and both capitals. To that end,
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Pugwash Workshop No. 303

while participants appreciated the
efforts of both India and Pakistan to
sustain a composite dialogue, it was
nonetheless emphasised that the
bilateral process should arrive at
Kashmiri-specific CBMs. 

This multi-track dialogue should
be a means rather than an end; it
should result in formulating CBMs
that should in turn be implemented
by all parties concerned within a par-
ticular timeframe. Most importantly,
CBMs related to Kashmir—whether
emanating from the bilateral or the
multi-track dialogue process—must
provide people of the State with pal-
pable dividends. It was also under-
lined that while the Indian and Pak-
istani governments have set up a
framework for a political route that
could lead to a more secure environ-
ment and perhaps to peace, a number
of measures can safely be taken with-
out embarrassing either government
or making either of them dramati-
cally change their historical position.
Meanwhile, measures such as open-
ing roads and enhancing trade rela-
tions would substantially improve
people’s lives. 

The heterogeneous character of
J&K must of course be taken into
consideration. Over 56 years of his-
tory, there have been no opportuni-
ties for developing social, economic
or political cohesion within Jammu
and Kashmir, either across the LoC
or within the respective units of
Indian Administered Kashmir and
Pakistan Administered Kashmir.
Today, each region of J&K tends to
be specific rather than inclusive
about its own vision and demands. In
the context of a multi-track dialogue,
it will be important to keep ground
realities in focus while simultane-
ously recognizing at the outset the
common link of geographical conti-

guity as a basis for more fluid rela-
tions among them. 

One should also recognize that
the question of quality leadership is
essential in evolving people-centred
policies and giving the Kashmiris
their due place in a negotiating
process. All parties, mainstream or
separatist, must emphasize their com-
mitment to genuinely benefiting the
people and staying away from politi-
cal manoeuvring by India or by Pak-
istan. A high sense of responsibility
and morality must prevail in claiming

a representative role on behalf of the
Kashmiri people. Moreover, some
participants thought that a multi-
track dialogue should be inclusive of
all parties concerned, to include rep-
resentatives of the Northern Areas,
main stream parties contesting elec-
tions in Indian Administered Kash-
mir, and opposition parties in Pak-
istan Administered Kashmir.

The Pugwash gathering was
reminded that over 15 years of vio-
lence have profoundly affected peo-
ple’s psyche, especially in Indian
Administered Kashmir, where physi-
cal violence has stamped every soul.
Kashmiri society ground realities are
very different today than fifty or

twenty years ago. Violence has crip-
pled all institutions and affected peo-
ple’s confidence, both with presumed
friends and imagined foes. No party
concerned can therefore remain
insensitive to the fact that reforming
a society is quite different than re-
constructing a war torn society. It is
therefore expected that collective
interests will ultimately prevail upon
personal ambitions. Secondly the
leadership in India, in Pakistan and in
each unit of J&K must develop a
truly compassionate mind-set that is
realistic in vision and pragmatic in
deeds while being committed to
restoring the right to life, and the
right to live, of the Kashmiri people. 

Beyond wide acknowledgement
that there can be no military solution
for Kashmir, it was stressed that a
prime requirement for sustainable
dialogue and resolution of the con-
flict was the end of violence. The
yearning for non-violent interven-
tions on Kashmir territory was
strongly emphasized throughout the
meeting by most participants, who
agreed that all forms of violence
should be stopped unconditionally.
The gun must be silenced from all
sides and all forms of violence—
including mental persecution and
human rights abuses and violence
perpetrated by armed groups—must
be halted immediately in all parts of
Kashmir. Political will on all sides is
essential to this end, especially as the
military option seems to still exist in
the strategic thinking of some parties. 

Meeting of Kashmiri participants:

As noted in the press release circu-
lated after the meeting (see page 3 of
the Newsletter), Kashmiri partici-
pants gathered for a separate session
during the Kathmandu conference
and issued the following statement: 

No party concerned can remain

insensitive to the fact that

reforming a society is quite

different than re-constructing a war

torn society. It is therefore

expected that collective interests

will ultimately prevail upon

personal ambitions.
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A general consensus developed as
follows:

(1) The dignity and welfare of the
inhabitants of Jammu and Kash-
mir are of paramount
Importance; 

(2) The process of peace should be
developed around the following
features:
• Solutions to be sought in a

peaceful manner
• Solutions to be perceived as

honourable
• Solutions to be feasible

(3) Confidence-building measures to
be taken include ending violence,
steps to

(4) Improve the economy and social
institutions, and steps to create
the conditions for the rule of law.

The dialogue process started in Kath-
mandu should be continued and 
institutionalized.

Recommendations of the
Working Groups

The three working groups that met
during the Kathmandu conference
also came up with general recom-
mendations, as noted below. These
recommendations represent general
principles discussed by one or more
of the working groups, and do not
necessarily represent the view of each
and every conference participant.

Ending violence

• All forms of violence should end,
irrespective of their form or origin.

• Oppression and humiliation of
Kashmiri people should be stopped.

• Civil society throughout the state
should de-legitimize violence
through massive demonstrations.

• Whereas the ceasefire between Pak-
istan and India on the LoC is
already paying dividends, the cease-

fire should be extended within
J&K.

• Proselytizing should be banned;
training camps and recruitment net-
works should be dismantled. All
parties and individuals should
refrain from statements and actions
that incite or promote hatred and
violence. 

• No one should assume that all indi-
viduals or parties yearn for an end
to the conflict. They should be
identified and the dialogue process
should be extended to them as well.

A process of dialogue and
reconciliation

Whereas multiculturalism and toler-
ance are historic features of Kashmiri
society, inclusiveness, democratic and
secular values should be the bottom
line of resolution of the conflict
within J&K and between all parties
concerned. There is a need to create
the right set of conditions and an
atmosphere conducive to re-building
trust and giving people confidence by: 
• Allowing freedom of political

expression in all parts of the State.
• Releasing political prisoners and

prisoners interned without trial for
long periods. 

• Allowing and facilitating interac-
tion between all regions of the
state, including with the Pandit and
other displaced communities.

• Easing restrictions on travel docu-
ments to ensure maximum possible
people-to-people contact.

• Facilitating family reunion across
the Line of Control.

• Building extensive academic, social
and cultural contacts between insti-
tutions across the Line of Control. 

Above all, Kashmiris need to con-
template on how to use the political
space they would gain by India and
Pakistan relieving pressure on them. 

Social and economic measures

For there to be a durable peace, India
and Pakistan must take adequate
measures and encourage the develop-
ment of a vibrant economy in all the
different regions of J&K. Good gov-
ernance and accountability are key
issues that need to be examined in all
parts of the State, therefore models of
greater political and economic auton-
omy applied to all parts of the State
should be put forward. 

Notwithstanding the violence that
has become associated with Indian
Administered Kashmir (IAK), the
problem as much as the solution is
not confined to the IAK. Important
steps have to be taken as well in Pak-
istan Administered Kashmir and the
Northern Areas in order to greatly
improve the governance model in
these areas of Kashmir and to ensure
that people across the state benefit
from social and economic reforms. 

In terms of specific measures to
be implemented across the Line of
Control and within both Indian and
Pakistan-administered Kashmir:
• Bus services should be activated

linking different parts of the state.
• Multiple land routes should be

opened or constructed within J&K
and across the LoC and infrastruc-
ture should be developed to link all
parts of J&K to the rest of the
region.

• Border markets and meeting points
could be set up at possible crossing-
points along the LoC, for example at
Beelam Valley and at Uri-Chakhoti.

• Trade in goods and services should
be developed across the LoC and at
a regional level.

• Kashmir’s water resources should
be the subject of closer studies and
in depth discussions, as the State
holds a great potential to benefit
itself and the whole region.
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• It would be desirable to identify
and initiate joint developmental
and environment projects in areas
of mutual interest across the LoC

Media

The national media in India and Pak-
istan as well as local media in J&K
and international media have the
potential to play a major role in de-
escalating tensions, de-legitimizing
violence and strengthening peace
constituencies in India, in Pakistan
and in J&K. Honest and objective
reporting, and the discarding of
stereotypes and inflammatory
rhetoric, could go a long way in
rebuilding social bonds in the region.

Strengthening dialogue, CBMs, and
negotiations

(1) A good deal more social, eco-
nomic, cultural and political interac-
tion between peoples in different
parts of the State would be beneficial
in highlighting different sets of issues
and viewpoints that are of concern to
the inhabitants of J&K, and could
lead to the building of new relation-
ships based on common denominator
interest in local and regional issues. 

(2) CBMs should be seen as creating
trust from the ground up, and should
not be made hostage to progress in
other areas of the bilateral composite
dialogue between India and Pakistan.
At their most effective, CBMs create
inter-dependence between a wide
range of issues, allowing progress to
be made in a number of different
spheres. Specific CBMs relating to
the Pandit community should also be
explored. 

(3) There should be transparency in
the negotiation and dialogue

processes between India and Pakistan
on the question of J&K. While it goes
without saying that the Kashmiri
people must be an integral part of the
negotiation and dialogue process, it is
also true that State leaderships
should walk an extra mile to under-
stand and take into account the
national and security concerns of
India and Pakistan. Finally, all parties
concerned should demonstrate their
political will and intellectual ability
in showing flexibility. Moving away
from maximalist positions, all parties
concerned must envisage various for-
mulae applicable to J&K which
would not necessarily disregard vital
interests.

Security and military issues

Participants welcomed the reduction
of security forces in IAK and hoped
that a continuation of the process of
normalization will lead to further
reduction of forces. It was also
stressed that basic political freedoms
are necessary in Pakistan Adminis-
tered Kashmir so that no military
overt or covert operations can gratu-
itously hijack the dialogue and peace
process by making use of these areas.

The cease-fire should be extended
and maintained within the State, and
should be accompanied by the de-
mining of border areas in order to
facilitate people-to-people initiatives
and the overall strengthening of
CBMs.

Finally, the role of various intelli-
gence agencies operating in J&K was
generally perceived as distorting peo-
ple’s wishes, creating fear psychosis
and working against people’s inter-
ests. Such conduct can only under-
mine the long-term viability of a solu-
tion to the J&K issue.

******
Participants adjourned at the end of
the three day-meeting with strong
agreement that such dialogue involv-
ing all sectors of society from J&K
with counterparts from Pakistan and
India should continue, and with the
Pugwash Conferences promising to
seek the resources necessary to con-
vene a follow-up meeting, hopefully
in the spring of 2005.
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Mr. Sardar Attique Ahmed Khan, Presi-
dent, All Jammu & Kashmir Muslim
Conference, and Member, Legislative
Assembly, Azad

Mr. Imtiaz Alam, Secretary General,
South Asian Free Media Association
(SAFMA), Lahore, Pakistan; Senior Edi-
tor, The News, Islamabad and Lahore

Prof. Mohammad Hamid Ansari, Distin-
guished Fellow, Observer Research Foun-
dation (ORF), New Delhi; Visiting Pro-
fessor, Academy of Third World Studies,
Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India
[formerly: Vice Chancellor, Aligarh Mus-
lim University, India; Permanent Repre-
sentative of India to the United Nations;
Ambassador to UAE, Australia,
Afghanistan, Iran, Saudi Arabia]

Prof. Noor Ahmad Baba, Professor and
Head, Dept. of Political Science, Kashmir
University, Srinagar, Kashmir, India

Mr. Jatendra Bakshi, President, Action
Committee for Return of Migrants, Sat-
wari, Jammu (J&K), India; President,
J&K Society of Technocrats; Secretary
General, Jammu Consumers Council [for-
merly: Chief Engineer, J&K State in
Jammu & Kashmir government]

Ms. Hameeda Bano, Chair, Initiatives for
Women & Children; Patron of Future
Vision Model School, and associated with
peace movements & human rights associ-
ations; Founding Member, Women Wag-
ing Peace, Kennedy School of Govern-
ment, Harvard University—a
collaborative international initiative for
peace

Ms. Sushobha Barve, Founding Member,
Executive Secretary and Program Direc-
tor, Centre for Dialogue and Reconcilia-
tion, Mumbai, India; Founding Trustee,
Mumbai  Mohalla Committee (work that
played a major role in bringing Mumbai
back on its feet and created a mechanism
of citizen–police partnership to prevent
communal conflagurations); Author of
Healing Streams—Bringing Back Hope in
times of Crisis, Penguin Books India

Mr. Ved Bhasin, Chairman, Kashmir
Times Group of Newspapers; President,
J&K Institute of Peace, Justice and
Democracy, Jammu

Prof. Abdul Gani Bhat, President, Mus-
lim Conference Jammu & Kashmir, Sri-
nagar, and Professor of Persian

Hon. Ahsan Iqbal Chaudhary, Chief
Coordinator, PML-N; Chairman, Better
Pakistan Foundation; Professor of Man-
agement, M.A.Jinnah University, Blue
Area, Islamabad [formerly: Deputy
Chairman (Minister of State), Planning
Commission, Govt of Pakistan; two-term
Member, National Assembly (1993,
1997)]

Barrister Sultan Mehmood Chaudhry,
Leader of the Opposition in AJK Legisla-
tive Assembly, Muzaffarabad, Azad
Kashmir [formerly: Prime Minister of
Azad J&K]

Prof. Rekha Chowdhary, Professor of
Political Science, University of Jammu,
India [formerly: Head, Dept. Of Political
Science, University of Jammu (Jan. 1999-
Dec. 2001); Honorary Director, Centre
for Strategic & Regional Studies, Univ. of
Jammu (until August 2003)]

Mr. Ghulam Rasool Dar, General Secre-
tary, JKLF, Srinagar, J&K, India [for-
merly: Executive Engineer in government
of Jammu & Kashmir]

Mr. Mirwaiz Omar Farooq, Chair, All
Parties Hurriet Conference (APHC), Sri-
nagar, J&K, India

Mdm.Claire Galez, Director, Centre for
South Asian Studies (CSAS), Geneva,
Switzerland

Ms. Nasreen Hamid, Chair, Global
Women’s Lib, New Delhi, India

Mr. Khalid Ibrahim, People’s Party of
J&K, Islamabad, Pakistan

Happymon Jacob, Lecturer, Centre for
Strategic & Regional Studies, University
of Jammu, J&K, India [formerly:
Research Associate, Observer Research
Foundation, New Delhi]

Participants

Pugwash Workshop No. 303

Mr. Imran Jeelani, Spokesperson, Democ-
ratic Freedom Party

AVM (retd) Kapil Kak, Additional Direc-
tor, Centre for Strategic & International
Studies, New Delhi, and Adviser (Strate-
gic Studies), University of Jammu,
Jammu, India [formerly: Deputy Director,
Institute for Defense Studies & Analyses,
New Delhi]

Mr. Farooq M. Kathwari, Chairman,
President and CEO, Ethan Allen Inc.,
Danbury, CT, USA; Chairman, Kashmir
Study Group

Mr. Muhammad Abdul Razzaq Khan
Khaleeque, President of Jammu Kashmir
National Awami Party (JKNAP), Muzaf-
farabad, Azad J&K [retired civil servant:
Additional Secretary and Professor of
English Literature]

Mr. Raja Muhammad Farooq Haider
Khan, Special Assistant to the Prime Min-
ister of Azad Jammu & Kashmir [for-
merly: Senior Minister, Gov’t of Azad
Jammu & Kashmir (1988-90, and 1994-
96); Chairman, Parliamentary Board,
Muslim Conference AJ&K]

Mr. Satinder Lambah, President, Federa-
tion of Indo/German Societies in India
[formerly: Special Envoy of Government
of India for Afghanistan; High Commi-
sioner to Pakistan; Ambassador to Hun-
gary, Germany and Russia

Mr. Sajjad Lone, Chair, Jammu & Kash-
mir Peoples Conference, Srinagar, Kash-
mir J&K

Lt. Gen. Dr. Bhupal Singh Malik, Presi-
dent, Centre for Studies in International
Affairs and Development (CSIRD), New
Delhi, India; Independent Analyst [for-
merly: Chief of Staff, Western Command,
India]

Mr. Abdul Majeed Mallick, President,
Jammu & Kashmir Liberation League,
Mirpur, Azad J&K; retired Chief Jus-
ticew, Azad Kashmir High Court

Lt.-Gen. (ret.) Talat Masood, Indepen-
dent Columnist, Commentator and Ana-
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P U G W A S H

Prof. Paolo Cotta-Ramusino, Secretary-
General, Pugwash Conferences on Sci-
ence and World Affairs; Professor of
Mathematical Physics, University of
Milan, Italy; Director, Program on Disar-
mament and International  Security, Lan-
dau Network – Centro Volta, Como,
Italy [formerly: Secretary General, Union
of Italian Scientists for Disarmament
(USPID)]

Dr. Jeffrey Boutwell, Executive Director,
Pugwash Conferences on Science and
World Affairs, Washington, DC, USA
[formerly: Associate Executive Officer,
American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
Cambridge; Staff Aide, National Security
Council, Washington, DC]

O B S E R V E R S

Bharat Bhusan Abbhi, Attache (Educa-
tion), Embassy of India, Kathmandu,
Nepal

Ehsan Ullah Batth, Deputy Chief of Mis-
sion, Embassy of Pakistan, Kathmandu,
Nepal

Mr. Ravin Lama, Managing Director, The
Himalayan, Kathmandu, Nepal

Mr. Joseph Nathan, Adviser, The
Himalayan, Kathmandu, Nepal

Mr. Nikesh Sinha, Director, Asia-Pacific
Communications Associates, Noida,
India; Director, Asian Development
Research Institute, Patna

P U G W A S H  S T A F F

Ms. Claudia Vaughn, Program Coordina-
tor, Pugwash Conferences, via della Lun-
gara 10, I-00165 Rome, Italy, Tel. (++39-
06) 687-2606, Fax: (++39-06) 687-8376,
Mobile: (++39-333) 456-6661, E-mail:
pugwash@iol.it

lyst, Islamabad, Pakistan [formerly:
retired Lt. General; Secretary, Defence
Production Division, Ministry of
Defence; Chairman, Pakistan Ordnance
Factories Board; various command, staff
and instructional appointments in the
armed forces]

Prof. Amitabh Mattoo, Vice Chancellor,
University of Jammu, Jammu, India; Pro-
fessor of Disarmament Studies, Jawahar-
lal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi
[formerly: Member, National Security
Advisory Board appointed by the Prime
Minister of India]

Dr. C. Raja Mohan, Professor of South
Asian Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity, New Delhi, India; Convener,
Indian Pugwash Society [formerly:
Strategic Affairs Editor, The Hindu;
Senior Fellow, Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi (1983-
92)]

Prof. Abdul Nayyar, Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute, Islamabad, Pak-
istan; on leave from the Physics Depart-
ment, Quaid-i-Azam University,
Islamabad

Admiral K. K. Nayyar, Chairman, Forum
for Strategic & Security Studies,
NewDelhi, India [Vice Chief of Naval
Staff, Indian Navy]

Amb. Gopalasham Parthasarathi, Vis-
iting Professor, Centre for Policy
Research, New Delhi, India; Member,
Policy Advisory Group, Ministry of
External Affairs; Member, Editorial
Board, Indian Defense Review [for-
merly: High Commissioner/Ambas-
sador to Cyprus, Myanmar, Australia
& Pakistan; Spokesman and Informa-
tion Advisor, Prime Minister’s Office]

Air Marshal (retd.) V. Patney, Execu-
tive Committee Member, Indian Pug-
wash Society and Institute of Defence
Studies and Analysis (IDSA), New
Delhi, India [formerly: Vice Chief of
Air Staff, Indian Air Force]

Mrs. Dilafrose Qazi, Principal, Social
Worker, Women’s Activist, Srinagar,
J&K, India

Dr. Rajesh Rajagopalan, Associate Pro-
fessor in International Politics, Centre for
International Politics, Organization and
Disarmament, School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi, India

Hon. Maharajakrishna Rasgotra, for-
mer Foreign Secretary, and Vice-
Chairman, Rajiv Gandhi Foundation,
New Delhi, India 

Mr. Abbas Rashid, Coordinator, Society
for the Advancement of Education,
Lahore, Pakistan; Columnist, Daily
Times, Lahore [formerly: Instructor in
International Relations, Civil Services
Academy (Federal Government); Con-
tributing Editor, The Muslim (national
daily newspaper); Acting Editor, The
Frontier Post (National daily newspaper)]

Mr. Anikendra Nath “Badshah” Sen,
Managing Director, Asia-Pacific Commu-
nication Associates (APCA), Kathmandu,
Nepal (with offices in Noida, India and
Port Louis, Mauritius)

Mr. Najmuddin Shaikh, retired Pakistan
Foreign Service Officer; Member, Board
of Governors, Institute of Strategic Stud-
ies, Islamabad; Senior Vice President,
Karachi Council of Foreign Relations;
Columnist for Dawn, Karachi  [formerly:
Foreign Secretary to the Government of
Pakistan (1994-97); Ambassador of Pak-
istan to Iran (1992-94), the USA (1990-
91), the FRG )1989-90) and Canada
(1987-89)]

Prof. Bhim Singh, Chair, J&K National
Panthers Party, Jammu

Mohd Abdullah Tari, Secretary General,
Democratic Freedom Party, Kashmir [for-
merly: Teacher]

Prof. Siddiq Wahid, Maharaja Gulab
Singh Chair, University of Jammu,
Jammu, J&K State, India

Sheikh Ghulam Rasool Waleed, Secretary
General, J&K Human Rights Forum,
Rajbag (Srinagar); Joint Secretary, J&K
People’s League [formerly: Secretary,
Press and Information/.Leader and Rep-
resentative of All Parties Hurriet Cenfer-
ence (APHC)]



Pugwash Newsletter, December 2004 15

B O O K S :

NUCLEAR ENERGY
Promise or Peril?

edited by B C C van der Zwaan (Institut Français des Relations Internationales, France), 
C R Hill (Institute of Cancer Research, University of London), 

A L Mechelynck (Huldenberg, Belgium) & G Ripka (Centre d’Etudes de Saclay, France)

Nuclear energy will inevitably become an important issue worldwide in the 21st century. It pollutes
the environment, with consequences that are highly controversial; and it generates plutonium — the
essential component of nuclear weapons. At the same time, it is a realistic alternative to at least some
of the expected huge increase in global demand for fossil-fuel burning, which itself is a major source
of environmental pollution, and not least of “greenhouse” gases. 

This invaluable book attempts to provide, for the non-technical reader, an objective and critical account
of the main issues involved. The authors are authorities in their own fields, and their contributions
have been read in manuscript, discussed and criticised by a wider, international group of experts. Thus,
whilst much of its contents may arouse controversy, the book should be an excellent starting point for
informed public discussion of a vitally important topic.

Contents: 
Nuclear Electricity — An Aide Memoire; 
Preventing Climate Change: The Role of Nuclear Energy; 
World Energy and Climate in the Next Century; 
Energy Efficiency is the Key; 
Problems and Prospects for Nuclear Power in India; 
Energy in a Changing World; 
Safety of Nuclear Power — Some Observations; 
The Nature and Management of Nuclear Wastes; 
The Storage of Nuclear Wastes; 
Spent Fuel Management; 
The Nuclear Fuel Cycle: Does Reprocessing Make Sense?; 
Why Reprocess? — A UK Case Study; 
The Disposal of Separated Plutonium Stocks; 
The Disposal of Plutonium; 
Fast Neutron and Accelerator-Driven Reactors; 
Prospects for Accelerator-Driven Reactors: The Energy Amplifier; 
The Risk of Proliferation and International Safeguards; 
The Risk of Proliferation: The Role of International Agencies.

Readership: Environmentalists, energy strategists, political scientists and nuclear engineers.

To order, please email: sales@wspc.com

“This is an important and very informative book …
It makes no claim to having a definitive answer to
the 50-year-old question in the title. Instead, it aims
to explain, to the (very) intelligent layman and to sci-
entists in other fields, the complex problems that
have to be addressed in trying to find the answer.”

Int. J. Radiation Biology

“…the book may well achieve its aim to stimulate
informed discussion of the many pressing issues
surrounding nuclear energy.”

Science & Public Affairs

288pp August 1999
981-02-4011-2 US$70 £44

From Warfare to Welfare: 
Human security in a Southern African context
by Marie Muller and Bas de Gaay Fortman
Published by Royal Van Gorcum, The Netherlands, 2004

This book about the wide range of threats to personal and human security in southern Africa is
the result of two Pugwash-related workshops, held in South Africa in June 1998 and in the
Netherlands in October 1999.
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