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Source: OECD Education at a Glance 2007 

Worldwide, there were over 2.9 million international students in 2006, 
a 3% increase over the previous year.
By 2025, almost 8 million students are projected to be studying 
outside their home country.
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Source: Project Atlas 2007 data from partner organizations and UNESCO/OECD 2006 data 
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In 2007, the U.S. hosted 20% of international students worldwide.

Global Share of International Students



Higher Education Capacity
The 623,805 international students in the U.S. comprise less than 4% 
of total U.S. higher education enrollment, with only 153 institutions 
hosting 55% of all international students in the U.S.

Sources: Project Atlas 2007 data from partner organizations and UNESCO/OECD 2006 data

Leading Five Countries' International Enrollment 
as a Percent of Total Higher Education Enrollment
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Expanded capacity in home country higher education 
sectors of major sending countries such as China and 
India

Domestic (political, economic, social and educational) 
shifts within key sending countries

Transnational Education (TNE, CBE) and alternative 
modes of educational delivery

Increased recruitment by other countries

Factors likely to affect enrollment shifts:



Project Atlas: Tracking Global Student Mobility

http://atlas.iienetwork.org



Project Atlas: Measuring Global Student Mobility

Mobility data from 21 other countries, through data 
sharing agreements with agencies around the world

Goal: Building a community of researchers to share 
accurate and timely data on student mobility

Countries represented: South Africa (IEASA); 
Australia (AEI); India (AIU); China (CSC); Mexico 
(ANUIES); Netherlands (NUFFIC); U.K. (British 
Council); Germany (DAAD); Ireland (Education 
Ireland); USA (IIE); and many others.
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