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Marked by centuries of conflict and profound mutua suspicion, RussanPolish relations,
paticularly in the twentieth century, provide a driking example of the difficulties involved in the
process of potentid reconciliation. The Poles have historicdly viewed Russa as a foe, and for
their pat the Russans regarded Poland as a kind agppendage to their country. In one way or
another this was true both for the Soviet period of history and for the post-Communist world. In
the struggle to undersand each other’'s gods and aspirations, the burden of the past has
continued to hamper the credtion of new reations. The sory of RussanPolish rdations, a story
of mutud prgudices between two neighboring nations, has its roots far back in time. Suspicions
and dlegations dternated with the druggle againg the tsarist regime, and the cooperaion of
Polish and Russan dissdents in the druggle agang Communism have continued down to our
day.! These rdations were formed againgt the backdrop of such bloody events as the Polish
invason of Russa a the tun of the sxteenth and the seventeenth centuries, the Russan
represson of the Poles during the eighteenth and nineteenth century revolts, the three divisons
of Poland in eghteenth century, the investigation of the Katyn crime (the mass killing of Polish
prisoners, modly officers, by Stalin's secret police NKVD in April,1940), and the incidents a
the Tukhol desth camp a which Red Army soldiers died after the Soviet- Polish War of 1920.2

The focus here will be on the most recent phase of bilaterd reations, sarting from the
edablishment of the new Russa which declared itsdf a democratic country. Any discusson of
bilatera relations inevitably touches on the impact of the past on the Russan peoples dtitude
towards Poland. From the researcher’s perspective, it is interesting to compare these bilatera

10One example of the cooperation between dissidents is shown by the personality, Mikhail Geller. He was atwentieth
century Soviet historian, who was forced to emigrate from the Soviet Union and settle down in Paris, where he
worked for the Polish language newspaper “Kultura.” His books about the history of Russia, in which he expresses a
positive attitude towards Poland, were published in Russiain the 21st century, after his death. In his book “Utopiain
Power (A&e® 1.1, [&@oes Al. Ooli &y 6 aeidioe. — 1 .. Ecad&unodl «l EE,” 2000.), he openly stated that
“the mass killing of Polish officers in Katyn was done in accordance with the political goals of Stalin — to clean
Poland of Polish patriotic elements, liquidate intellectual elite and build a loyal regime to USSR. He consistently
maintained this policy even later, during the Warsaw uprising of 1944 and when Red Army came to the territory of
Poland in 1944-1945» Alexander Hertzen also belonged to the minority of the Russian intellectuals who
sympathized with Poland in the nineteenth century. The section below discusses the attitudes of Russian and Soviet
historians, with which | will try to illustrate the phenomenon of a guilt complex in greater detail. It also should be
mentioned that even in the Soviet Union, especially in the last period of its existence, there were Communist Party
officials who regretted the harm inflicted on East Europeans. One of them was Alexander Nikolayevich Y akovlev,
one of Gorbachev’s closest advisors, who currently serves as the Head of the Presidential Commission for the
Rehabilitation of the Victims of Stalin’s Repressions. Y akovlev was the one who disclosed the secret protocols to
the Molotov-Ribbentrop treaty and the Katyn case. He devotes specia attention to Katyn case in his recently
published book «i1 601 & yo&> (Memory Whirlpool). | Tfiéda Adof. 2000. p. 284.).

2| am not trying to analyze the issues of Katyn and Tukhol astwo similar cases. What happened in Katyn was an act
of genocide. The suffering of Red Army soldiers in Tukhol is an issue of bad treatment of prisoners. It was not an
attempt to “eliminate the core of the nation,” as had happened during the mass killings of Polish officers at Katyn,
Mednoyein April, 1940. Most of the Polish officers, who were killed, served as representatives of the Polish elite.



relations as part of a broader European integration, and as an important eement for forecasting
future trends. Due to its geographica postion, Russa has dways had a specid rdationship with
Europe - particularly with its neighbors such as Poland — and its politicd aspirations have aways
been intimately intertwined with its reaion to the West. In the aftermath of the Cold War, old
dlies ended up in opposte camps, and old enemies formed new dliances. RussanPolish
relaions have undergone mgor transformations as a result. The current centrd issue is whether
both nations will be able to build condructive and cooperative reations. The mgor difficulties
that Russa and Poland experienced after 1989, with Poland's joining NATO (1999), the
introduction of the visa regime for Russan citizens, as well as Poland's supporting Chechnya,
were dear indications of a continuation of tensions.’

The idea for this project came to me a the end of the 1990s when the word
“reconciligtion” seemed unthinkable regarding Russan-Polish reations. While Polish anarchigs
were burning the Russan flag in front of the Russan Consulate in Poznan (Western Poland),
following renewed atacks by Russan troops in Chechnya, Russian-Polish reconciliation seemed
incredible. Then, in January, 2000 a large group of Russian diplomas was expeled from
Wasaw. Some were regigered with the Polish Minisry of Foreign Affars as officid
representatives of the Russan Externd Intdligence Service (SVR), while others were employees
of the embassy classfied communications systems. In response, Moscow expeled an equd
number of Polish diplomats, cregting an impresson that bilaterd relations were forever frozen.
Channel One of Russan TV announced that “the relations between the two countries have never
been so bad.”* In such a context what can be meant by reconciliation?

The Notion of Reconciliation and Its Elements (Definitions of terms used)

There is no sngle correct and universally accepted definition of reconciliation. The New
Riverside University Dictionary states. « reconcile 1. To re-establish friendship between. 2. To
sdttle or resolve, as a dispute. 3. To bring (oneself) to accept. 4. To make consstent, or
compdtible<reconcile their opposng views>> An american textbook on internationa relations
by Peter A. Toina and Robert F. Gorman, uses “rapprochement” to mean a reconciliation of
interests of rival states after a period of estrangement.®

In the last few years American scholars have written many interesting articles on the
theory of reconciliation. The importance of this subject has been illugtrated by such events as the
interna reconciliation in South Africa and the Dayton Peace Accord in the former Yugodavia
Writers on this subject include David Little, Susan Dwyer, David Crocker, and Margaret Popkin.

David Little andyzes severd dictionay definitions of “reconciliation” To emphasize
that the verb “to reconcile’ is a very complex concept, he defines it with three separate
meanings

3 Although the Polish-Russian border isno longer aslong as it was during the Soviet period, the question of Russian
imperialist aspirations is still an important issue in Poland, in no small part because of Russia's friendly relations
with the Lukashenko regime in Belarus.

4 ORT, 9 0’ clock news program, January 19, 2000.

° Webster |1, New Riverside University Dictionary.

6 A. Toina and Robert F. Gorman, International Relations, Understanding Global Issues. Washington DC:
International Thompson Publishing, 1990, p.130.



1. To bring into a state of acquiescence (with) or submissonto a thing.

2. To adjudt, settle, bring to agreement.

3. To bring (aperson) again into friendly relations to or with (oneself or
another) after an estrangement.” To set (estranged persons or parties) at

one again, to bring back into concord, to reunite (persons or things) in
harmony.”’

American scholar Susan Dwyer writes:

The notable lack of any clear account of what reconciliation is, and what
it requires, judifiadly derts the cynics among us. Reconciliation is being
urged among people who have been bitter and murderous enemies, upon
victims and perpetrators of terrible human writes abuses, upon groups of
individuds whose very sdf-conceptions have been sructured in terms of
hisoricd and often dae-sanctioned relations of dominance and
submisson. The rhetoric of reconciliation is particulaly common in
dtuations where traditiond judicid responses to wrongdoing ae
unavallable because of corruption in the legd system, saggeringly large
numbers of offenders, or anxiety about the politicad consequences of
trids and punishment.®

In the literature on reconciliation there is no agreement on how reconciliation should be
defined. One problem is that the concept of “reconciliation” is a subject of widespread interest
both within academia and among the generd public. For example, in descriptions of
reconciligtion in the aftermath of violence, the concept is defined in four different ways 1) to
become friendly with (someone) after estrangement or to re-establish friendly relations between
two or more parties, 2) to settle (a quarrdl); 3) to make (onesdf or another) no more opposed to
something; 4) to cause (Someone) to acouiesce in something unpleasant or undesirable®.

The fird definition involves a trandormation of the rdationship between the former
victim and the former perpetrator. This definition is necessarily broad. If reconciligtion is
understood as the transformation of a relaionship, then reconciligtion sysems can be visuaized
dong a continuum, ranging from “thinne” to “thicker” reconciliations (David A. Crocker's
framework).'°At one end of this spectrum is the so-caled “thin” version of recondiliation. Such
reconciliation does not address the question of past wrongs, it is a condition in which former
enemies can peacefully coexig and are willing to listen to each other. At the other end are the
“thicker” versons of recondliion. These involve forgiveness and mutud heding, and imply the
achievement of a harmonious relaionship.

" David Little, “Some Thoughts on the Notion of “Reconciliation.”

8 Susan Dwyer, Reconciliation for Realists. Ethics & International Affairs 13 (1999).

° Bob Anderson, quoted in “Reconciliation— or Justice?’ Hecate 26, no 1(2000): 4.

19 David A. Crocker, “Reckoning with the Past Wrongs: A Normative Framework,” Ethics and International Affairs
13(1999): 60



The second definition of reconciliation — “settling a quarre” — refers to the peace-making
that takes place in the immediate aftermath of violence. In such cases, the term “reconciliation”
can be understood as an attempt to establish minimal security, or to reduce potentia outbreaks of
violence. In this case this rdaionship is best described as peacekeeping rather than
reconciliation.

Though the concept of reconciliation is more or less accepted by Russan academics, for
many of my other Russan interlocutors the idea seems somewhat utopian. The Russan word for
reconciliaion, “primireniye” sounds rather abstract and contains the implication of something
unredigdic. However, in the beginning of Yetsn's teem in power this word was used to rename
the former Day of the October Revolution — November 7. It is gill being celebrated as a public
holiday and is now cdled “The Day of Reconciliation and Accord.” In this case the word
reconciligtion is goplied mogtly to theinternd Stuation in Russa

“Why reconcile if we have never been enemies?” was the response | recelved from one
fifth of the hundred respondents whom | asked about the need for &Russan-Polish reconcilition.
Russan paliticians have only recently started to use the word reconciliation. |1 heard it during a
tadk show on Russan-Ukranian reaions’ by the wel-known Russan tdevison commentator
Vladimir Posner. In Polish, however, the word for reconciliation, “pojednanie,” as applied to the
relations with Russa is quite frequently used by a wide variety of politicians beginning with
Presdent Kwasniewski, who use the word to describe Poland's relations with Germans, Jews
and findly Russans.

The problem of Russas reconciliation with its neighbors is indeed complex. In the
twentieth century, the Soviet date's actions led to serious problems with reations, not only with
Poland, but with other nations which were an integrd part of the Soviet Union and even Russa
(the Bdtic States, Western Ukraine, Chechnya, Kadmykia, Tatardan) as wel as with neighboring
nations such as Finland. Among Russan scholas the most carefully researched case-study of
reconciligtion is that of GeorgianAbkhazian relaions, yet it has been addressed more in theory
than in practice.'?

A prerequiste for making progress towards reconciliation between the dates is the
resolution of territorid disputes and clams between dates and nations. As members of the
OSCE, Russa and Poland have agreed to respect each other's borders, maintaining the principle
of ther invioladlity. (Moreover, the Russan-Polish border in Kainingrad covers a very smadl

expanse of territory).

Another important factor affecting reconciligtion is the mutud economic interests of
countries. That was true both for GermanFrench rapprochement after World War 11, and for the
rgpid improvement of PolishGerman relations after 1989. Cross-border trade and interest in
each other's expanding markets can serve as a serious incentive for rapprochement and future
reconciliation. Polish business people today have redlized that the Western market is dready

i: ORT Show About Russian-Ukranian Relations on the eve of parliamentary electionsin Ukraine (April 2002).
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saturated and is only very reluctantly opening up to Polish producers who, naturdly, are looking
eastward.

Reconciligion clearly implies the acknowledgement of the guilt of one naion tha
wronged another. Higorians of both countries must explore and disclose the truth about
controversa events of the past. After discusson darts within a society, especidly in the media,
politicians can begin to accept reconciliationrelated concepts and make gestures which
amultaneoudy declare guilt and forgiveness German Chancdlor Kohl and the Polish Prime
Minister Mazowiecki embraced each other on Krzyzowa hill in 1989; Generd De Gaulle and
Chancdlor Adenauer engaged in Smilar reconciliatory gestures for French-German relations.
And on August 24, 1993 in front of the Katyn cross at Powazki Cemetery President Yetsn made
agdmilar gatement: “Poles, forgive usif you can”

Full and objective knowledge about the difficulties and problems one sde has caused the
other mugt be avalable within both societies if there is to be true reconciliation. Criticd to
reconciliation is the dissemination of information regarding the guilt, outrages insults and
offenses of each other’s countries. A lack of knowledge and mutua negative stereotypes creste
serious obgtacles for reconciligtion. Russan and Polish higorians are now working together to
open the “blank pages’ of the past, and | will ded specificdly with this issue. Higtorica research
will eventudly acquire a“critical mass’ and will assst decison-makersin their work.

Information regarding higtoricd guilt should be included in textbooks. While in the
Soviet days there was a commonly known expression: “We must cregte in society an atmosphere
of hatred towards traitors, €etc., etc,” here a postive atmosphere must be created towards former
enemies, or towards nations for whom Russa has caused problems. While the Russan Orthodox
Church could play an important role in this process, this now seems highly unlikey because of
its unyiddingly dogmatic podtion. The current podtion of the Maoscow Peatriarchate is both
extremdy anti-Western and anti-Catholic.

The problem of Russan guilt towards the Poles is compounded by the reluctance of
Russan date authorities to officidly acknowledge Russan quilt towards the Poles. It is clear
from the datements of Russan officids a the opening of the Katyn and Mednoye memorids
thaa Russans wee as much vicims as foregnes of Sdin's purges RussanPolish
reconciligion means the reestablishment of friendship after a period of acute estrangement. At
the same time, the Russans have viewed the Poles as dlies for the last fifty years: perhaps not
very reliable partners, but ill partners, not enemies. The period of estrangement that began in
1989, when Poles were “permitted” to hate the Russians openly, now seems to have ended. And
two nations are trying to make friendly steps towards each other, which was demonstrated during
Presdent Putin's vidt to Warsaw in January 2002 and Presdent Kwasniewski’'s vists to
Moscow (the next is planned for early June).

After dmost ten years of edrangement from 1991 to 2001, a dow process of
rapprochement between Russa and Poland is now underway. It is clear that recondligion
involves a lengthy process of building relations between nations and societies following a period
of edrangement. This process begins with the acknowledgement by opinion-makers (journdists,
higorians, intdlectuds, quite often rdigious leaders), who can spesk openly of the wrongs



wrought by their nation on another nation, and influence the government. The next step requires
public gestures by paliticians, confessons and avowa of guilt. This admisson can be followed
by the condruction of the monuments, memorids, and cemeteries, the dissemination of
information about the harm perpetrated by one naion on another, and incluson of this
information in the school and universty textbooks to help overcome sereotypes and phobias.
Organized religion can adso play an important role in promoting reconciliaion, and culturd
exchanges can dso help with the process of reconciliation. Compensation to the victims and the
punishment of the perpetrators of crimes againg the other nation marks one of te find steps, but
in the case of Russian- Polish relations, many of the perpetrators that have already passed away.

In the early nineties, some of them were dill dive. For ingance, the supervisor of the
camps for Polish officers, Soprunenko, was dill living and the Generd Prosecutor's Office
summoned him for interrogation. However, various personne changes took place in the
Prosecutor's Office, and Soprunenko soon died.

M ethodology

To sudy Russan-Polish reconciligtion | have made use of my contacts in the world of
academia, journdism, and the media, and of my naive knowledge of Russan and fluent
command of Polish. Since my research was primarily based in Russa | focused on Russan
interlocutors, public opinion and sources. | have, however, dso read various Polish sources and
used my knowledge of Poland based on many trips to the country as wel as conversaions with
native informants. It is my intention, however, to ded with the heightened Polish awareness of
problem of reconciliaion with Russa during my planed joint project with Jagdlonian
Universty.

Over the past few months | have discussed this project with many experts in this field,
including Inessa Yazhborovskaya, Ph.D. (The Inditute of Comparative Politicd Studies, Russan
Academy of Science), Aleksey Lipatov, Ph.D. (Russan State Humanitarian Univergty), an
eminent researcher of mutua RussanPolish Sereotypes, Liliya Kazakova (Director of the
Foundation of Internationa Sociologicd Studies), Aleksey Volin (Deputy Head of the
Government Staff for Information Work), Aleksey Zhidakov (Charman of the Board of Russan
Information Agency “Novodti”), Wiedawa Yerofeyeva, (a Polish citizen who sdtled in Russa),
Vladidav Borodulin, (Director of Internet dte “gazetaru’), Svetlana Fakovich, Ph.D. (Inditute
of Savic Studies, Russian Academy of Science), Irina Kobrinskaya (Independent Anadyst), Igor
Korotchenko, Journadist (Nezavismoye Voennoye Obozreniye), Svetlana Babayeva, Journdist
(Izvestiya). From Liliya Kazakova | received data from two of the few exiging public opinion
polls about Russan attitudes towards the Poles, including a poll prepared jointly by the Moscow
based Foundation of International Sociologicd Studies and the Polish Information Agency
Interpress. | dso interviewed a number of Russans involved in officid capacities with Poland.
They include a government officid, who deds with information; two business people, one of
whom travels through Poland to transport cars from Europe to Russa, and another who operates
his own Internet project. | dso taked to an individud person from the Ministry of Foreign
Affars, who previoudy worked in Poland. To protect the privacy of my sources, | am not able to
provide their names here. One of the interlocutors was the Director of the Museum of the History
of the Great Patriotic War in Moscow, Vyachedav lvanovich Bragin, who played an important



role in Ydtan's govenment in the early 1990s, and who explained to Yetin why Russan
leaders should ask the Poles for forgiveness. | aso interviewed a group of students at Moscow
State University regarding their knowledge of Poland and the Poles, atended many functions a
the Polish Inditute in Moscow, and am grateful to Marek Zidinski, the Director of the Inditute,
for his assstance with my research. At the Inditute | participated on a panel with Professor Jerzy
Borgsza (Indtitute of History, Polish Academy of Science), with whom | outlined my project on
reconciligtion. | engaged in intendve Internet research of publications in the Russan media
about RussanPolish relations over the last few years. In addition, | monitored Russan press
publications on a dally bass, comparing their reports aout Poland with the treatment of these
subjects in the Polish media During Presdent Putin’s visit to Poland, | aso recorded the Polish
TV programs on “TV Polonia.” | have established contacts with Polish scholars interested in my
project, including Professor Lugan Suchanek of the Jagdlonian Universty in Krakow, and met
with the rector of the Jagdlonian Universty, Franciszek Zijeka, when he was on his vidt to
Moscow. | attended the press conference (February 15, 2002) of Archbishop Tadeusz
Kondrusewicz, who is the Head of the Russian Catholics in Moscow.

In addition, | surveyed the attitudes towards Poland that different groups within Russan
society hold, focusng on individuas who have direct contacts with the Poles and Poland, or at
leest rudimentary knowledge about this country. Those three groups are divided according to
ther socid datus. Firg of dl there are the representatives of the ruling eite (politicians,
bureaucrats, Duma deputies); business people (including the so cdled “shuttlers’ who are the
main conductors of transnaiona trade), the group that comes closest to so-cdled average
citizens. And the third group congds of the intdlectuds, the so-cdled intdligentsa | sdected
those groups by accounting for those people, who are somehow involved in the interaction with
foreign policy and life aroad or interaction with Poland.

| have dso andyzed Rusdan higory textbooks, but virtudly none of them mention
mutua accusations of Russans and Poles. One of the rare exceptions were books of the
publishing house “Ves Mir,” headed by Oleg Zimarin, who dtarted a program of trandation of
foreign higory textbooks into Russan. Other books and publications | have consulted are
included in the bibliography.

In this paper the Katyn episode will be used as a reveding example of quilt and
reconciliation. After an introduction to the hidoricd background of the Russan-Polish
reconciliation, this paper will ded with Russan dereotypes and images of Poles which have
aggravated Russan-Polish reations and led to the need for a rgpprochement. This section
includes a poll | conducted of 100 Muscovites regarding their views of this issue. This is
followed by an andyss of those gaps in higoricd writing which needed to be filled in order to
provide accuraete information regarding sore points in PolidtRussan reations, and the role of
higorians and nongovermenta  hidorical  organizations in  righting these higtorical  wrongs.
School textbooks ae dso discussed, since they play an extremey important role in
reconciliation, as the younger generation is provided with information through these books that
will form and color their attitudes towards and anadyss of RussanPolish rdations. Moving from
higtorica writing and textbooks to journaism, | have looked a how journadists view and cover
this issue and severd other issues in bilaterd reaions, induding the new visa regime, Poland's
entering NATO as wdl its support for the rebelious Chechnya Rdigion, too, has played a role



in fomenting the negative dtitudes of Russans and Poles towards each other, and it could play a
mgor role in achieving reconciliation if the Russan Orthodox and Polish Catholic churches were
willing to actively participate in this process. | have briefly anadlyzed this issue as wel as the role
of art and culturd exchanges, dl of which can serve as simuli for rgpprochement. In conclusion,
| examined the issue of monetary compensation for damages suffered as one way of achieving
closure, and then turn to recommendations and conclusions.

An important case study for PolishRussan guilt and reconcliaion is the tragic ory of
Katyn. The reconciliation acknowledgement of Russas guilt in the murder of 21,857 Polish
officers at Katyn (4,421), Mednoye (6,311), Starobelsk near Khar'kov (3,820)** and possibly in
other parts of the former Soviet Union, such as the Urds during 1940, a fact that had been
carefully covered up for decades and surfaced fifty years after this crime of mass murder had
been committed* Though most of the elderly Russan executioners had either passed away or
were quite wdl hidden from public scruting, the names of some of them were publicly
announced in the early 90s in the articdles of Russan and foreign journdids. Though they were
summoned to the Genera Prosecutor’s office, crimind charges againgt them were not fully filed.
Further mgjor and unprecedented public steps for atonement and reconciliation then took place.

In the summer and autumn of 2000, monuments to the Polish officers murdered by Stdin
were dedicated at the two gStes in Russa — Katyn (near Smolensk), and Mednoye (near Tver).
During the ceremony in Kayn, Prime Miniser Jerzy Buzek represented the Polish sde with a
large delegatiion of the families of the victims of Stdin's purges of the Poles — the Union of
Katyn Families. In autumn, during the unveling ceremony in Mednoye the word *“reconciliation”
regarding Russian-Polish relations was used in Kwasniewski’s apped to those gathered there®®
This was not the firg time this word was use to address Russan-Polish rdations. It hed
previoudy been uttered by Bronidaw Geremek, Miniger of Foreign Affars in the liberd
codition government of Prime Minister Jarzy Buzek*® But those were only words. In redity,
politicd relations between Russa and Poland were bogged down in cdams for compensation
from the Polish sde. Even though these clams may have been judified, there was no response
from Russia. Moscow was not yet ready to talk about compensation.
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14 |n Poland the truth about Katyn was well-known, however under the pressure of the Soviet side, Polish leadership
tried to avoid the mention of Katyn in official documents. The official Soviet version of the Katyn crime blamed the
Germans for committing it. This version was supported by the Comission of Burdenko, though it had privately
expressed doubts in the truth of this report. There were also serious doubts in the West as well asin Polish society
about the truthfulness of this version. It became a serious political issue in the early 1980s, during the period of
“Solidarity.” Polish leader General Jaruzelski was pressed by Polish public to unveil the truth about Katyn and he
raised this issue many times at the meetings with the Soviet leadership. First of all, he discussed it with Mikhail
Gorbachev, the Soviet leader from 1985 to 1991. But even for Gorbachev it took quite a while before he recognized

the existence of the documents that confirmed who had committed the Katyn crime.
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16 | 2vestiya, January 30, 1999. Interview with Maksim Y usin.



The members of the Polish community in Russa expressed their dissatisfaction with the
level of representation by the Russan dde a the opening of the memorid in Katyn, since neither
Presdent Putin nor Prime Minister Kasyanov atended the opening ceremony.!’ Vice Prime
Minigter Viktor Khristenko, respongble for the oil and gas sector, as wel as Miniger of Culture
Mikhail Shvydkoy represented the Russan sde in Katyn. In Mednoye the Russan Miniger of
the Interior Vladimir Rushaylo made the opening remarks. The idea dl Russan officials were
trying to promote was that “ the Russan people - firs and foremost - are the victims of the
inhumane machine of Sdinism that damaged and ruined the lives millions of human lives”!8
The Russians, not the Poles or any other foreigners.

Soon after the opening of the monuments to the victims of Stdin's purges the President
of Poland, Aleksander Kwasniewski, made a phone cdl to Presdent Putin and subsequently
went to Moscow. The discussons were very friendly, facilitated by the fact that the Polish
Presdent is a fluent spesker of Russan. At tha time Kwasniewski was less involved in internd
politicd druggles, and was therefore freer to take action in the foregn policy sphere.
Kwasniewski redized that Buzek’'s government was losing its popuarity and was not afrad to
establish better contacts with the Russans. Meanwhile, in Poland voices of disgppointment
regarding cooperation with the West were becoming more insstent. After tenyear gap, Polish
business had decided to look to the East.™®

On Jduly 17, 2000, the Russan economic weekly, Expert (the Russan equivdent of The
Economist), published a center spread with portraits of Presdent Putin and President
Kwasniewski under the title, “The Great Breskthrough: Moscow and Warsaw Decide to Bring
Relations Back to Normd.” A vishle shift towards an improvement in RussanPolish rdations
became evident in 2001, after Prime Minider Kasyanov's vist to Poland and after the Polish
parliamentary dections, which brought the Socid Democrats to power. Presdent Kwasniewski’'s
team wished to advance its didogue with the Kremlin, and they were much more successful here
than their liberal predecessors — those who had dragtically worsened relations with Russia, even
though they were thefirdt to have used the word “reconciliation.”

In May, 2001 Prime Miniger Kasyanov came to Poland to discuss the problem of the
condruction of an additiond pipdine from Russa to Europe via Poland. Moscow explicitly
demongrated that the transporting gas trandt to Poland was a key problem hurting Russan
Polish rdations. In the summer of 2001, during the summit of East European leaders in Kiev,
President Kwasniewski invited President Putin to visit Poland in January, 2002.

" My private conversation with Pyotr Romanov, the secretary of Dom Polonii, NGO that brings together Russian
citizens of Polish origin.
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Masterov, Vremya MN, April 12, 2000; Tadeusz Jacewicz, “Spojrzenie na Wschod,” Zycie Warszawy, Iczerwca
2001, strona 4.



After September 11, which radicdly changed the face of globa politics, the Russan
Presdent clearly demondtrated his support for the Western dliance. Not everyone in Russa —
especialy the top military brass — appreciated the President’s stance® President Putin tried to be
consgtent. Even before September 11 he had dtarted to clean up the “hawks’ within the Russian
Minisry of Defense, dismissng the strongest opponent of Russa-NATO cooperation, Genera
Leonid lvashov.

The Swiss newspaper Le Temps pointed out that the events of September 11 forced East
European nations to reevauate their relations with Moscow. Spesking about the Chechen
Information Center in Krakow, Aleksander Kwasniewski sad that he will “never dlow terrorist
organizations to act from Polish territory against partners of Poland.”?* He was not the only
Centrd European leader who gradudly changed his podtion regarding Russa Czech Prime
Minister Milos Zeman noted that the time had come to “take note of the depth of the politica and
economic changes that took place in the Russan “democratic state.” “Cooperation with Moscow
does not mean that we reject the values we have chosen after 1989,” said Zeman.?? The Centrd
European countries were trying to find their proper place, one where they, on one hand, would
not fee dependent on Russa as in the years of Communism, and on the other, would not
distance themsdves from Russa as they had done just &fter the fdl of the Berlin Wall.

In November the liberds lost the éections in Poland. The cabingt of ministers was
formed by Leszek Miller, one of Kwasniewski’s closest political dlies. Very soon Miller came to
Moscow in search of new projects for the Polish economy, which was going through the toughest
crigs of the last decade, and above dl for taks about the gas pipdine. “Indeed, Socid Democrats
ae more easygoing in deding with Moscow,” sad my Polish friend Wiedawa Skura
(Yerofeyeva), a Polish citizen who has been living in Moscow for many years, and works as a
journaligt, interpreter, and an excellent specidist in contemporary Russian literature.

In January, 2002 Presdent Vladimir Putin went to Poland on an officid vigt. It was the
firg officid vidgt by the head of the Russan dae to Poland in eght years, and aso the firg vist
of a Russan leader to a member of the former Warsaw Pact, which had become a member of
NATO. Prior to Putin's vist to Poland | had published an aticle in the weekly newspaper
Moscow News” that commented on what the President of Russia could do in Poland to cresate a
better image of both himsdf and Russa among the Poles®* | suggested that wreaths be laid not
only in honor of the soldiers in the Red Army who liberated Warsaw from the Nazis, but dso at
the monument to the Poles who were sent to Siberia and in memory of the fighters in the Warsaw
Uprising of 1944.

From the editor-in-chief of The Moscow News, Viktor Loshak, | learned that even before
the vigt the aticle did not go unnoticed — and Smilar advice to Putin was forthcoming from

20 On May 8, 2002, | had a conversation with one of Russia's leading military journalists, Pavel Felgengauer, who
pointed out that the majority of Russian officers are quite unhappy about the current rapprochement with the West.
"The worst thing you can do to the military is to take away its enemy,” said Felgengauer. The mgjority of the
Russian officers still view NATO and the West as enemies, claimed Felgengauer.

21 Quote from Interfax, Le Temps (10/19/2001).

22 Quote from Interfax, Ibid.

2 (http://ww.mn.ru/issue.php?2001-52-18)

240 el arieeaitainog,” 25 —31 48260y 2001 &3 N 52, page 12.
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other sources as well. The President even exceeded my expectations. Former KGB officer Putin
lad flowers & the monument to the warriors of the Armia Krajowa (the internd Polish Army
which during World War Il operated from London and fought both againgt the Germans and the
Soviets). This was widdy commented on by the Western reporters who covered Putin’s vist to
Warsaw.”® My surprise was patly explained by the fact that just a few days before the
presdentid vist to Poland, a new RussanBdarusan movie about World War 11 (*August
1944") was released.®® It depicted Armia Krajowa as a subversve organization closdy
resembling the Nazis. In his gestures towards the Poles, Putin was definitdy moving beyond
protocol and the usual Soviet stereotypes.

The fluctuations in public opinion sruck me most grongly in January 2002, when
Kommersant Daily published the opinion poll, “Who Are the Friends of Russia?'?’ The Poles
were in second place on the lig of the best friends of Russa Of course this high raing of
Poland could be patly explaned by the recent RussanPolish summit in January, 2002 in
Warsaw.

Bilaterd relations between countries and nations, however, are not built solely on the
presdentid leve. They have degper and wider dimendons that ae fird of dl defined by
ordinary people, politicians, scientitss and historians, busnessmen, journdists, culturd and
religious leaders. In any case, | bdieve that much gill remained to be done with Russian-Polish
relaions. At the same time, the speed of change in the nature Russa and Poland's interactions
within a period of bardly ayear wasimpressve.

In March, 2002 | asked one of the leading Rusdan specidids in Polish affars,
independent andyst Irina Kobrinskaya, who previoudy worked for the Carnegie Endowment for
Internationa Peace, if reconciliation between Russa and Poland is indeed possible. The answer
was somewhat unexpected. This respected scholar told me that Russian-Polish reconciliation "is
not only possble, but has dready taken place” According to Kobrinskaya, that reconciliation
took place on August 24, 1993, when Presdent Yeltsin gpologized to the Poles a the Powazki
cemetery in Warsaw.?® Kobrinskaya dso told me that the opening of the monuments to
acknowledge the mass murder of Poles in Katyn and Mednoye were important gestures for

25 Moscow Times, January 17, 2002, the report by Andrzej Stylinski, The Associated Press. “Our Guest did much

more than his bureaucracy had scheduled,” said former Polish Ambassador to Moscow Stanislaw Ciosek. (Quote

from“1 Tfélanéeaitainoe,” 22-28 Viaady, 2002 &. «Oa&0 ¢a T¢caakid, by Vaeriy Masterov)

28 This movie proves politically contradictory because of its sponsorship by Lukashenko and the image of Stalin it
resents. It also aired for thefirst time on Russian TV on May 9, 2002, Victory Day.

" Kommersant Daily, February 13, 2002. According to the opinion poll conducted by the daily newspaper,

friendship between nations means close contacts in the political, business, and human sphere, e.g. the exchange of
visits between political leaders, bilateral trade and tourism. Kommersant Daily noted that “the rogue states” did not
get into the list of the best friends of Russia. The closest candidate — North Koreawas only in 23-25th place. But the
first three places went to China, Poland and Germany.
28 Another Russian scholar Inessa Y azhborovskaya believes that “it was a personal gesture of Yeltsin and has not
received significant resonance in the Russian media.”?® As Y azhborovskaya, a Russian historian, and her co-authors
write in their book (Yazhborovskaya, Yablokov and Parsadanova, “The Katyn Syndrome in Soviet-Polish and
Russian-Polish Relations,” published in Moscow in 2001) that this moment of reconciliation “ was a time when
Russian politics started to turn from the emotional self-criticism of the “early Yeltsin” towards a self-complacent,
imperial style.
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reconciliation between the two nations. The next and find <ep, she thought, should be
compensating the victims of Stdin’s crimes or their relives.

Stereotypes and the Image of the Polesin the Eyes of the Russians

The image that Russans have had of Poland has been changing over time. Before the
revolution of 1917 and especidly a the end of nineteenth century, Russans perceived the Poles
as rioters and rebels. In the early Soviet days the image reversed to one of a “bourgeois nation
trying to resist World Proletarian Revolution”?® There was the Soviet song: “The Warring Polish
Dogs Stll Remember our Red Army Swords.” Molotov's famous expresson: “Poland is an ugly
offspring of the Versdlles Treaty,”*° denied Poland its right to a sovereign state. During the
divison of Poland between Stdin and Hitler in 1939, officid Soviet propaganda tried to impose
the myth of “the liberation by the Red Army of Western Ukraine and Belorussa.” During World
War |Il, Stdin’'s propaganda condemned those Poles who served the London emigré Government
as traitors®t After World War 11, there was a “brotherhood of arms” “brotherly friendship
between Russians and Poles” The Soviet Union aso provided technical and humanitarian ad to
Poland, “sharing the last piece of bread.” They aso touted: “We help Poland as much as we can
with oil and gas. And dl Poles are speculators and cheaters.” In the 70s and 80s, Poland was
described as “a socidist paradis?” and “the most cheerful barrack in the socidist camp.” When
the “Solidarity” movement arose in Poland, the Russans responded by saying:  “If you incresse
the price of vodka, well do the same thing they did in Poland.” John Paul Il was dso cdled
“Our Savic Pope” Those were the most commonly used descriptions of Poland before the
collapse of the Soviet Union, and they recurred in many publications®2

In the digant past of the Russan Empire, more recently in the USSR and in today’s
Russia, which cdls itsdf a democracy, the attitude towards Poland and the Poles was based on a
sdf-gppraisd of the Russan naion and of the Russans on understanding the needs of the
Russan gate and its citizens. Hence the incessant chain of conflicts, mutua offenses, clams and
misunderstandings. The World War 1l period brought about a view of “the ungrateful Poles’ —
we' ve hdped them to create their own army for fighting the Nazis, and they are aandoning us
(regarding Generd Anders Army leaving the USSR dfter the Germans reveded the existence of
mass burids in Kayn).®® “The ungrateful Poles’ — we've liberated them from the Nezi
occupation, and they are shooting us (regarding the last year of World War 11 and severd years
falowing it). “The ungrateful Poles’ — we are helping them to build socidisn o they can live
better, and they ae going on drike (about the period from the Poznan events until the
Solidarnosc era). And in current times: “the ungrateful Poles’ — they are Slavs just like us, but
have turned away and joined NATO.”3*

2 AAES Dia, Aliadeé i 10 fedyi ese T ioeanoNied i&oxeodia A nAoiesd 1 iejee & 8onneed
é§éé‘| Ti Tiei dede acasi 118 118l A& Ecaanadinoal Eiadee. 1 17éaa 2000.

30 The Speech of People’s Comissar of Foreign Affairs Vyacheslay Mikhaylovich Molotov. Pravda September 18,
1930.

31 For instance, a poem by Konstantin Simonov from 1944-1948 («A&&3a T 08,0 fleaddd») “T&iél 11iEionoy
1 10&EaRST T Taidie &1 1 1800¢ 4664100 Aliay.

2 AAEs ®ia Aliadeé fii 10 fedyi ese 1 olocanoNied 1doaeodia A fdsiesd 1 iejee & oonneed
égééi Ti Tiel dede Acaei 14 el ded Eca2ndinoal Eisdee. 1 1héad 2000.

33 bid. p. 17.

34 bid. p. 18.
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In connection to this perspective, Aleksey Lipatov wrote: :In order to understand the
“ingratitude’” of the Poles, we not only have to look in the mirror a oursdves, but dso to try to
see the other dde not just through our own perceptions, inclinations and our own interests, but
adso through Polish perceptions and Polish interests, redizing that not just we but other nations
as wdl have the right to arrange their own lives in accordance with their own ( and not anyone
dsg's) 3r5nentdity, ther own hidoric, ethnic and culturd traditions, which form the naion's
needs.”

To try to determine current Russian attitudes towards Poland and the Poles, | talked to
people and referred to the newspapers that express the attitudes of various parts of the society.

1) Political Elite. The atitude of the Russan ruling dite towards Poland is reflected in
government-owned media such as the newspapers Rossiyskaya Gazeta and Krasnaya Zvezda
which kept harping on “the negative impact” of the Polish turn to the West in the late 90s, and on
the “heavy financid burden being imposed on the Polish people due to Poland's entering
NATO.” | inteviewed five representatives of the Russan politicd €dite — two officds
(employees of the Government Press Service), two State Duma (Parliament) Members and the
Director of a newly established Internet Newspaper, who is both a busnessman and a politician.
Nether of them mentioned Poland’'s becoming a member of NATO as a negative factor for
bilateral relatiorns between our two countries. One of the people | interviewed, a former Russan
diplomat who worked for a long time in Poland, made a remarkable statement: “A Russan who
has lived and worked in Poland for at least severa months and gotten to know the Poles usudly
becomes a Polonophile, or, one could say, fdls in love with this country.” In response to my
question about the Russan foreign policy priorities regarding Poland, the Deputy Press Reations
Director for the RF Government said: “Poland is of interest to us first of dl as a trangt country
for the transport of gas, second, in connection with Kdiningrad; and third, in relaion to support
for Chechen separatism” The Press Secretary of one of the Federal Ministers was quite blunt:
“The Poles are rather unfriendly towards us. | sensed this attitude during my vigts to Poland
even when | was one of the many members of government deegatiions.” | asked Vladidav
Borodulin, the Director and owner of the new Internet-based news service “gazetaru,” why the
Russan media is paying so little attention to Poland. His answer was “For Russa, Poland is a
trangt country, interesting from the point of view of trangporting rav materids to Western
Europe, and for sending consumer goods in the opposite direction, especidly used cars. Despite
its rapid economic growth, Poland is not attractive to young Russans, because it does not have a
developed high-tech sector, as does, for example, Ireland.”

2) Business People (dreet-vendors, smdl and big business actors). The so-cdled average
ctizen, in the new economic conditions in which the government is no longer capable of
providing financid support for dl dtizens, is forced to make his own living and is in congtant
search of additional sources of income. People often go abroad to buy things and resdl them in
Russa These people have developed their own standpoint regarding the countries they vist, and
ther point of view is quite tdling: ther views depend primaily on ther own practicd
experience.

35 pid. p. 19.
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A dgnificant group of the part of Russan society which deds with Poland on a regular
basis consgsts of those who go to Poland as a pat of the process of the trangt of second-hand
cars bought in Germany, Switzerland or Holland to Russa via Polish territory. As a rule most of
them have a rather negative impresson of Poland, that of a country where crime and racketeering
are prospering — not only because Russan gangsters have settled in Poland, but aso because of
corruption among the local Polish police, who collaborate with Russan and Polish extortionists.
In this regard the recommendations of the author of the book “How to Drive Home a Foreign
Car”3® are quite typicd when he says that “the best way to lose your car is to drive through
Poland.”

3) Intdligentsa.  The intdligentsa may be temed a pat of the “dite’ only with some
explanation of the use of the term. This group never had the opportunity to influence politica
decisons, or, with very rare exceptions, any privileges or propety. Many dissdents dso
belonged to this group, and their specific influence and impact on the Soviet system is difficult to
measure. Some view them as the driving force for the politicd changes that took place in the
USSR,; others view them as quite margina to society today.

The Soviet intdligentsa of the 60s and 70s viewed Poland as a “window to the West,” a
country with greater freedom, “the most cheerful barracks in the socidist camp.” An example of
such a description comes from the Russan trandator Kondantin Dushenko, in his article, “A
Polish Man and a Polish Woman in the Eyes of Russans” published in a collection of articles by
Jegellonian University.®”

Another example of this attitude shown in a article entitled “If 1 Were a Pole...” by the
writer Viktor Yerofeyev, who writes that “Russans were seeking the West in Poland, but they
discovered a very likesble country with a sense of irony, humor and courage. Every beatiful
young girl in Russa woud asset tha she had a Polish grandmother. The mythical Polish
grandma was a symbol not only of exquisite beatty, but aso of nohility and aristocracy.” 8

One of my interlocutors was my car mechanic, Magomed, a graduate from a technica
College and from Dagestan, a Mudim Caucadan ndion that remans friendly towards the
Russans. When | asked him whether he would opt for Polish or Dutch dectric light bulbs he
replied that he would certainly purchase the Dutch ones dthough they might be more expensive.
When questioned regarding his generd attitude to the Poles, he sad: “They have every right to
hate us (he consders himsdf a part of the Russan nation) because what we did to our neighbor
should never be forgiven”

To check some of dereotypes and perceptions | conducted an opinion poll among 100
inhabitants of Moscow. We surveyed 100 Muscovites in April, 2002. The survey was conducted
by the students of Moscow State University on a random basis. Four questions were asked. 1)

¥ Osxesta AN, E2 ioeddu &l es. [eadé (ladioia «Addd3y” 1997. Ni 83i-ifa 1iiMaed a8y
®OI6a  e00da B0TEAe0E®, aXded 1 oeiaddioe A0l T1aeEl  eiifoddiTal T diécalanody  filaddeeo
€i6161 20epi Tand aii &od T diaéd O.

. Konstantin Dushenko, ,,Polak i Polkaw oczach Rosjan.” Narody i Stereotypy, Krakow, 1995. Miedzynarodowe
Centrum Kultury, s. 158-164.

38 Aeeoid Asio&s, | 6eeeill. «A6al YT Teyel ...». Nod. 95-104.
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“Do you bdieve in the posshility of RusdanPolish reconciliation? 2)‘Do you think that
Russans should fed guilty towards the Poles for the troubles they caused them?’ 3)*Do you
think that the Poles should be grateful to the Russan for economic assstance in the firs years
after World War 117, 4)“Do you know what happened in Katyn?” The respondents had to
provide their gender, age, professon, and naiondity. In response to the firs question, 66
respondents firmly sad “Yes” 13 respondents replied with a “No.” And 21 (one fifth) said that
there was no need to reconcile because we never quarrded with them. Replying to question two,
21 respondents firmly sad “Yes” 70 respondents - the overdl mgority - sad “No.” And 9
respondents did not know anything about this subject and did not say anything about this matter.

Replying to the question number three, 59 respondents firmly said “Yes.” 26 respondents
sad “No,” and 15 respondents had not heard anything about Soviet or Russan economic
assstlance in the years after World War [I. The mogt interesting results are drawvn from the
responses to the question about Katyn: 33 respondents said firmly “Yes” providing a description
of what happened in Katyn. They were explicit, saying “[T]ha was a murder.” 2 respondents
sad “Yes' without going into details. 34 percent did not know. 12 of them had heard something,
but did not know exactly what. And 21 confused the mass killings of Polish officers in Katyn
with the German massacre in the Beorussan village of Khatyn during World War 11, where a
large memoria complex was built in the middle of the 1970s.

Russian-Polish History in Twentieth Century: Blank Pages,
Hot Spotsof History or the Obstacles On the Way to Reconciliation

If 1 were a Pole | would easly prove to those Russans that they
have nether a conscience, nor a higoricd memory. | would
conduct a public opinion poll in Russa, and it would show that not
more than 5 percent of Russans are aware of what happened in
Katyn. They are ill confident thet it is the Germans, who should
be blamed for Katyn.” Viktor Yerofeyev, Russan Essayis and
Writer. “If | wereaPole...*

After reading the books and newspapers | have collected a list of the most controversia topics
in the higory of RussanPolish rdations in twentieth century — the Polish-Bolshevik War of
1920; the separation of Poland by Hitler and Stain in 1939; Kayn and the deasth of Polish
officers in 1940; Warsaw Uprising of 1944 and the destiny of AK (Generd Leopold Okuicki);
Soviets in the pos-War Poland, the implementation of Ydta treaties and elections fraud in 1947,
the workers uprisng in 1956 and the danger of Soviet intervention; martid law of 1981 the
posshility of Soviet military intervention and the role of Generd Jaruzelki.

The Joint Commission of the Higtorians of Russia and Poland has existed since November,
1965. Until 1989 the Soviet sde was headed by the famous archeologist and academician Boris
Rybakov. Currently, the Russan Co-Charman of the Commisson serves as a Corresponding
Member of The Russan Academy of Science as well as the Director of the Inditute of Savic
Studies, Russan Academy of Science, Vladimir Volkov. The Polish side of the Commisson was

39 Aeeois Asiods, «Ao6al yi 16yl ...» Published in the book “Males” (“1 6ae-€i”). p.104.
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headed by famous Polish higorians induding the late Aleksander Gieysztor. Before the collapse
of the Soviet Union the man subject of the Commisson's research was “RussanPolish
revolutionary cooperation againgt czarism” In the late 1980s ideologicd dogmas were dowly
disappearing. As current Secretary of the Commisson Svetlana Fakovich told me, it became
possble for historians to get into complicated and forbidden topics, the “dark pages of the past.”

After Mikhaill Gorbachev came to power, Soviet historians received more opportunities for
investigating the truth about the history of relations between the USSR and its neighbors, about
the somber history of those rdations, including oppresson by the state on grounds of ethnic
origin, and the exile of entire nations. Nevertheless, the resstance of former Communists or of
the “security services’ was quite dgnificant.  In those days the former Polish leader Generd
Wojczech Jaruzeski bluntly questioned the Soviet leadership’'s acknowledgment of the higtorica
truth about the Katyn tragedy. The so-cdled joint commission on the “blank pages of higory”
was then edtablished. A group of Soviet higtorians, which included Vadentina Parsadinova, a
scholar who conducted painstaking research, has done a lot to reved documents and facts about
the Katyn tragedy and to have them officidly recognized.

The role of the “Memoarid” NGO, and especidly of its Polish section headed by the late
Anna Grishina, who collected al existing notes, documents and letter reveding traces of Poles
who had dissppeared in many areas of Russa and the former Soviet Union, is extremdy
important. In her find aticle prepared for the magazine Novaya Polsha (N9, 2000) Grishina
recaled her last stay in Poland in 1992, when “Memorid” jointly organized with the Poles “The
Week of Conscience’ in Warsaw. During the conference “Memorid” organized an exhibition of
photos of Poles taken in Soviet prisons, camps and custody. “The Poles responded highly
emotionaly to al of these photos” writes Grishina “What surprised us most of dl was that the
Poles appreciated the exhibition and viewed it with a feding of graitude” (Novaya Polsha, No.
9, 2000).

We were the representatives of that country which caused so much trouble for
Poland. And yet the Poles responded to us with attention, care and gratitude.

| was approached by people on the streets wishing to say " Thank you!” for our
actions. They did not judge us by our nationdity, but by our actions’ (Grishina).
“When you are doing work of that kind you start to redlize that history

in generd, epecidly in crucid times, isfirg of dl the history of average people.”

The fate of Soviet higorians such as Vdentin Alekseyev (1924-1994) from St. Petersburg,
who persgently attempted to disclose the truth about RussanPolish reations and events in
Poland, has frequently been quite dramatic. During his lifetime he was never able to publish his
books about the Warsaw Uprising (1944), or about the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising (1943) (“ The
Ghetto Does Not Exis Anymore’). Because of the drict regulations in Soviet historiography as
to what could and could not be published they were printed only after his death in 1999.
Alekseyev was fired from his job severa times for his protests againg the party dictatorship. He
later found employment in other colleges, where he was duly appreciated for his knowledge and
underganding of history, only to be fired again for his disagreements with paty officids and
SUPErVISors.
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After the collgpse of the Soviet Union in 1991 and the abolition of Communigt party
censorship, the historians acquired condderably greater freedom in thelr access to previoudy off-
limits archives and subjects. One of the most interesting in Russian historiography was an aticle
by the young historian N. Petrov, entitled “The Role of the MGB of USSR in the Sovietization of
Poland: the Referendum and Sgm Elections in 1947-1946."“° Petrov was the first to find
evidence in the Soviet archives of the Soviet government's manipulation and dection fraud in
Poland after World War I1. The documents aso named those people who had received orders and
awards from Sain for their activities.

Over the lagt five years two volumes of documents have been published regarding the
Katyn crime committed by Stdinigs The NKVD documents on fighting Polish underground
organizations during World War 1l have dso been published, as wel as severa collections of
articles on Russian-Polish rdations and age-old stereotypes.

Severa books on these subjects have recently been published in Russa: The Poles and the
Russians Through Each Other’'s Eyes (Moscow, 2000); Repressions Against the Poles and
Polish Citizens (1997); From Warsaw to Moscow, To Conrade Beria... (NKVD Documents
Regarding the Polish Underground, Moscow, 2001); Russan-Polish Wars. Political and
Military Confrontation, 1918-1939 (2001); and The Poles and the Russians. Mutual
Understanding and Mutual Misunderstanding (2001). Books and essays about the Warsaw
uprisng and Ghetto uprisng have dso been published. Unfortunately, only a smal number of
these books have been published; while these do not sgnificantly affect public opinion, they may
indeed have an impact on the so-called opinion-makers.

A book by three historians, Yazhborovskaya, Yablokov and Parsadanova, entitted The
Katyn Syndrome in Soviet-Polish and Russian-Polish Relations was published in Moscow in
2001, provides one of the most detailed descriptions of the Katyn crime as well as the story of
the invedtigation process. The following quote from this book represents the point of view of a
rather large group of contemporary Russian historians regarding the Katyn problem:

The harsh tacticd measures periodicaly underteken by Stdin  often
created mdignant, deep tendon in reations, the negative consequences
of which have haunted severa generations Having acquired symbolic
sgnificance, the Katyn crime played such a role in raions with Poland.
It became the culmination and the permanent letmotif of the Polish
cdams agang our country regarding the pace of verificaion of the
negative impacts of Stdinigs foreign policy, and dill retans this
ggnificance in the process of an emerging new sysem of internationd
relations in Central and Eastern Europe.  An experienced diplomat,
Vdentin Fain, who had been in charge of rddions with Europe in the
top politicd agencies of the USSR, wrote in his memoirs. As soon as
there is an issue of reations with the Soviet Union, it means just one
thing to any Pole — Katyn. Katyn has become a common noun for the

LA &ota, bigl I1AA NNND a iiadecee 1ieie (i siadded odddacia ¢ andoia a N& a 1946-
1947 &4&) Ii caeeéiddi a féidieéa «Noskei e «Oiéldiey &ieidy. EiM0L000 andand eéfioioee Dififeénéié
26284 8¢ 1208, 1 T1iéaa, 1998 &.A08. 102-124.

17



conspiracy between Stdin and Hitler in 1939 which foreshadowed the
destruction of the Polish dite, amy and its statehood itself by the fourth
separation of Poland.  Katyn means secret massve executions, the
shooting of 22 thousand prisoners of the three specid concentration
camps for the military (Kozelsk, Starobelsk and Ostashkov camps) and
of the prisons of Western Bdarus and Ukraine in the spring of 1940.
The truth about this crime is redly a touchstone regarding the relations
between these neighbors. Even though the Soviet Union had made every
attempt to conced the truth about Katyn and had forced the Polish
politicd €elite to do the same, higory has shown that this was in vain. In
order to diminate the tenson both nations now need a clear and full-
scale resolution of this problem.*

A higorian, Boris Orlov, published a review of the The Katyn Syndrome book in
Uchitelskaya Gazeta (a teachers newspaper), in which he rightly noted that “the truth about
Katyn should be presented in school textbooks on history, because future generations should
know about the mistakes and crimes of their foregoers to avoid repeating them.”

In recent times, however, the same historians who used to work enthusadticdly on
bringing the truth to light have unfortunately turned to mutua accusations and arguments on who
contributed more to the investigation, and who revealed more truths about the Katyn tragedy. |
witnessed the quarrel between Inessa Yazhborovskaya and Natalya Lebedeva a a seminar a the
Polish Inditute in Moscow (November 20, 2001) about the qudity of Lebedeva's recent volume
on Katyn. Yazhborovskaya blamed Lebedeva for giving inaccurate names and figures and for
misspelling Polish names But the man reason for Yazhborovoskaya's anger was Lebedeva's
rush to publish and disclose some of the documents that were found by Yazhborovskaya and
Parsadanova in the archives. Since Lebedeva had been the first to disclose the documents she
became very popular among Polish journaists and was awarded a Polish medd.

Russan higtorians were unable to take a united sand againgt those who clam that
“nothing wrong happened in Katyn.” Some higtorical publications have appeared in this context,
such as a book by Mikhal Metyukhov caled Soviet-Polish Wars: Military and Political
Confrontation in 1918-1939.%2 This historian beieves that the Soviet-Polish military
confrontation between the two World Wars was a natural sequel to the struggle the Russian and
the Polish states have waged for ages — “the fight for politicl influence over the region”*
Médtyukhov sees this dStudtion in it hidoricd context, the pod-Versalles world, where he
believes that Soviet Russa was acting correctly by standing up for its own geopoaliticd interests
in the region. This point of view can be usad to judify the execution of the Polish officers in
1940.

41 Ozei Al AL nédale iatanonjodinoad | 1eeoe-&ieeaaifii 1i &fadey, | ., 1999.
2] El &uoppia,  Niadié-i jeuneed  aéio:  AFil-i Tecoe-&i6ia 1 Sioedifolied  1918-19390. A&&
| ifiésa 2001.
43 Ibid. p. 11.
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Of course, such new publications may be explained by the plurdism of a democratic
society.  But can this point of view be consdered correct if it is so close to Sdinist and neo-
imperid concepts?

Vdentina Parsadanova, who was the firs Soviet historian to find the documents about
Katyn in the archives clams that: “There is 4ill a lot of sensationd materid in the archives, but
it is highly doubtful that the authorities will provide it to higorians in the near future” (Some of
the archives are 4ill closed). The Director of Russan State Archive Kozlov sad in the interview
to lzvestiya (April 30, 2002): “My business is to keep the documents in the archives. The
decison on when and what we should demondtrate to the public is not made by me.”

Russian Textbookson Contemporary History, the Contemporary History of Poland,
and Russian-Polish Relationsin the Twentieth Century

School textbooks on modern history are now randomly used in Russa without any form
of control. No one knows how many are in crculdion; the Minisry of Education is aware of
gxty-one. Some are “recommended” by the Ministry of Education, some are authorized by the
regiond ministries of education, and some have no authorization a dl.** The history of Russa
is presented in quite different ways in many of them. Many of these texts are highly subjective,
and fail to provide factua, objective information.

In August 2001 the Prime Minister of the RF, Mikhail Kasyanov, acknowledged that “the
government had not paid timey atention to a textbook on modern history. ”#*°  And shortly
afterwards the Minigter of Education Vladimir Filipov stated that a new one was being written.

The Moscow News (Moskovskiye Novosti) notes that there are quite certain reasons for
the concerns of the Prime Minister and for the readiness and responsiveness of the Minister.”
The idea of “one higory — one textbook” has been maturing for quite some time. Six month ago
announced the establishment of “the Council for Revison of History Textbooks” The Council's
task st was to sdect severd «correct» textbooks from among the existing ones and to quietly
withdraw the others. The Council was headed by the presdent of the Russian Pedagogica
Academy Nikolay Nikandrov, whose creed is “Orthodoxy, Patriotism, Nationd Interest.” In
response to active protests by textbook publishers, however, the Council quickly ceased its
activities.

Responding to a question by Moscow News the Director of Prosvescheniye Publishers
sad: “There is no guarantee at dl, that such [a single, correct] textbook will ‘take root.” It can
win its place in the sun ally in one case if it is redly the best one. In the meantime we are not

a4 AAAameia, EA Einceeia Efoldey aincszonosa e idida binfee OO a%. Asioy Adei oeio, 11neaa
2001 &; 1.NNisie-Opa Al Nisia-Op 3 i1a%ay enoioey OO a%y 9 eein. | oifadided 2001;

EJ Aednaeiy ) iagay encioey 9 eedn, OO a® Al 1iREaieed  o-&ied, ) 117éd3  2001;
|LA.Cgeceei, lladéay efioidey ¢o00aE00 nodd, 9 eedin, "DORfRéla fAeld”;  lakay  enoioey
cDOAEI0 Nodd, Asidy A&e 1, 11neay 2000, AA.@&oxa 1.1 .Aloeia AA Ajcdnees Eroiaey

To&-&ioag OO0 a%, 9 esan, | dinadIded 2001 4
4 Russan Prime Minister Mikhail Kasyanov in August 30, 2001 about the textbooks.
www.government.ru/government/minister/Kas_30_8 2001.html
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going to stop developing and publishing various new higtory textbooks.” The development of
plurdism, of course is extremdy important for the free discusson of higtoricd issues and for
encouraging students to make their own decisons about historica events and processes. Yet
plurdism of education no longer seems to be a vadue of the state. According to Moscow News,
the Government isaming at unification in most aspects of the education process.

The fact that the Polish theme has not been dedt with very often in Russan school
higory textbooks makes the availability of a range of views and of objective information even
more important.  Take the textbook The Modern Twentieth Century History for the 9" Grade
published by “Drofa.” As in many other textbooks, there is not a sngle mentioning of Katyn . It
does include photos of Pope John Paul |l and Lech Waesa. The Pope's picture is captioned as
follows “Prior to being elected Pope John Paul Il served as a Polish Cardina.”*’ There is no
mention of Walesa, hisrole in Polish poalitics, or his relationship with the then cardind.

The section on martid law in Poland reads;

...the USSR was druggling with economic and financia burden related
to the arms race and other needs of the Cold War. So when the anti-
socidis movement grew active in Poland in the end of 1981, the Soviet
leaders could not use the Czechodovakia variant. In conditions of a
rapidly devdoping military conflict in  Afghanigan, there were
insufficient  resources to occupy Poland. As a result the Polish leaders
only introduced martia law (December 13, 1981), enforced exclusvey
by the local army, police and security service:*®

The section on World War 1l and on the Y dlta Conference reads;

Discussons on pod-war Poland caused the most arguments a the
Conference. The USSR intentions were to edtablish a pro-Soviet
government there; however, the Polish government headed by Stanidaw
Mikolgczyk had been operating from London throughout the whole war
period. Britan and the USA ingsted on its paticipaion in forming the
future government of Poland. Thus the post-war conflict between the
West and the USSR was born during arguments on Poland.*®

On August 1, 1944 the patriot groups of Poland, supported by the Mikolgczyk
government, raised an anti-Hitler revolt in Warsaw. The vanguard units of the Red Army were
dready close to the Eastern suburbs of the city, which alowed the rebels hope for success.
However, ther victory would mean establishing Mikolgczyk's government in Warsaw. That is
why the attack of the Soviet troops was suddenly stopped. Stalin responded very vaguely to al
requests by Churchill and Roosevet, and findly made his negdive attitude towards the revolt
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cdear. In the meantime the patriots in Warsaw were heroicdly fighting with the Nazis for two
months, but by the end of August the revolt was fiercely put down.*

There is a specid Section entitled “The Tragic History of Poland.” The Section darts
with the following words.

As you dready know, a the end of the eghteenth century Russa
Prussa and Audtria carried out three petitions of Poland. The Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact practicaly meant the fourth one for this country. And
only a week after it had been signed the Nazis invaded Poland.” On
September 17, after the mgor troops of the Polish army had been
destroyed, the USSR occupied the Eagtern regions of Poland. Officidly
no war was declared. It was stated thet the Red Army was carrying out
the liberation misson for the sske of freedom of Western Ukraine and
Bdarus population from under the Polish ogjpron. Practicdly Poland
stopped its existence as an independent state.”

This textbook does not refer a dl to the Soviet-Polish war of 1920. In dl farness
however, there is an gopendix deding in the text on this war with detailled issues for students
preparing for universty admissons exams with information on detalled preparations for the war
from the Polish side b) attacks of the Polish troops, main areas of the attack, and the invaded
territories;, c¢) attack of the Red Army: objectives, participating troops, directions, results, d)
counter attack of the Polish army: directions, objectives, reasons br success, and €) Riga Peace
Treaty: reasons, foundations, meaning.

These excerpts prove that there are some changes for the best in the history textbooks,
when it comes to the so-cdled blank pages of RussanPolish rdations. At least the story of the
Warsaw Uprisng and the role of the Red Army is mentioned. However, only one textbook
mentions the Kayn cime> and none of them mention the desting of Armia Krajowa
commanders, mass deportations of the Poles and the other blank spotsthat | have named above.

For inditutions of higher education a which Polish higory is studied in grester detal, the
textbook Summary History of Poland was issued in 1993.>* It spesks rather objectively of Polish
history from the ancient times up to 1990. This textbook now is in need of updating, but this is
not possible because of funding condraints. In 1995, the textbook History of Poland from
Ancient to Modern Times was published in Poland, and was then trandated into Russian.®® It
represents the Polish point of view on many events of RussanPolish history.

*0 |bid. p. 187.

*L |bid. p. 162.

*2 | bid. p. 162.
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It is not easy to see contemporary events or those of the recent past objectively, and this
is clearly reflected in school textbooks. Today we can say that the historians from both sSdes
have more or less smilar views regarding events which took place fifty or more years ago. For
example, if a textbook speaks about the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact and of the partition Poland in
1939, it omits the Katyn crime as something of little importance that can be passed over in order
not to be overly sdf-criticd.

An offidd of the Russan Minisry of Education, Nadezhda Mikhaylovna Donets, on
March 1, 2002 told me that a new RussanPolish Comisson on History, Geography and
Literature textbooks is due to established in June 2002. According to her, a Joint Commisson on
the textbooks did exist before the collapse of the Soviet Union. Then, “we had a bresk of 10
years. In autumn of 2001 the Poles expressed ther interest in reectivating the Commission,” she
sad. This seemsto be quite a promising and positive move towards the “thicker” reconciliation.

How Russian Journalists View Polish-Russian Relations and
What Obstacles They See on the Way to Better Relations between Russians and Poles

Since 1999, the tone of the Russan press about Poland has turned from negative to
neutral or even amicable.

Some of the reasons for this change lie in the actions of the Polish Embassy in Moscow
as well as the NATO Press Service. It became quite proactive in the last couple of years in
working with Russan jourrdigs. The leading authors of Izvestiya, Nezavisimaya Gazeta, and
Moskovskiye Novosti told me that they have been traveling to Poland on various occasons to
interview Polish politidans and officids. The Polish Embassy in Russa invitess Russan
journdists to atend NATO maneuvers. Slowly the tone of the Russan press about Poland's
joining NATO is softening in comparison to 1999, when Rossiyskaya Gazeta wrote that "Poland
is voluntarily moving towards [a] heart attack.”

In conversations with me, some of the Russan journdists who cover military issues
agreed that they are traveling more often to NATO headquarters in Brussels, rather than to the
military regiments of the Russan army in the provinces. And of course the more they learn about
NATO operations, the more they redize “how much more needs to be done in the Russan Army
to improve its infrastructure, as Poland and the other East European countries have aready
begun to do.”

The issue of Poland's supporting Chechnya and the activities of the Chechen Information
Bureau in Krakow gradudly disgppeared from the pages of Russan tdevison and from TV
screens.

Many journdigts emphasized that the introduction of a visa regime for Russans visting
Poland and Centra Europe had worsened Russia's rdations with its Central and East European
neighbors even more than the problem of the expanson of NATO. (And not only journdists
would be upset about that!) Under pressure from the European Union, Poland, Slovenia, and the
Czech Republic dl introduced visas for Russans. This was bad for tourism, for bilaterd
exchanges, for the image of these countries in Russa, and certainly was not a factor working for
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reconciligtion. Freedom of movement is obvioudy an important issue for many Russians after
the collgpse of the Soviet Union, yet many countries are closing their borders for an obvious and
understandable reason — to prevent the spread of crime and to dop illegd immigrants.
Nevertheless, the generd perception of dmost dl of my intelocutors in the journdism
community was that the Centrd European countries are trying to cut themsdves off from Russa
through the introduction of the visas, something which rules out any question of reconciliation.
Russian vistors are required to obtain visas to enter amost every country, and the process can be
highly irritating especidly when Consular sections of the various Embasses treat people as
suspicious characters in humiliating fashion. A solution to this problem could be one of the most
sgnificant seps toward the improvement of reations.

Religious Element of Russian-Polish Reconciliation

The reations between dates and religions are obvioudy very different issues. In the case
of RussarPolish rdations the rdigious component of RussanPolish reconcliation ae closdy
linked to the reationship between the Polish Roman Catholic and the Russan Orthodox
Churches. This pardld results from the churches closdy identifying with their States, trying to
impact date policy, and seeing the other nation's church not as its dly in soreading the gospd,
but asits competitor and adversary.

Regardless of the Conditutional clause on the separation of church and sate, the
influence of the Russan Orthodox Church on dae affars is becoming more and more visble.
Presdent Putin is the firs leeder to have receved the blessng of Pariarch Aleksy I1I.  The
Patriarch is now acknowledged as one of the Federd leaders whose rank is equa to Vice
Premier.

In the conditions of the crigs during the shift from one socid system to another, many
Russans have turned to rdigion for mora protection and support. Russan Orthodoxy is viewed
by many as a core part of being Russan. Currently there are 22,000 Russian Orthodox parishes
compared t016,000 in 1991.°°

Some people view religion as fashion, some as pat of nationa identity. But what remans
absolutely clear is that the Russan Orthodox Church is inditutiondizing itsdf as pat of the
date. It has good connections in the Army, in FSB and in MFA. How would they have otherwise
been adle to cancd the Russan entrance visa for Polish born Mgr. Jerzy Mazur, the Catholic
Bishop of the Irkutsk diocese in esstern Siberia, if they were not wel connected to the
government?

To illugrate the influence and revival of the Orthodox traditions | will quote from the
busness daly Vedomosti: “The reviva of the Orthodox traditions in Russan society affects the
business of acohol manufacturers. This year because of Orthodox Lent the sdes of dcohal fell
about 30 percent.” In April, the biggest winery in Russa sold 6000 deco-liters of wine per day
instead of the usua 10,000 deco-liters. “It is the result of Orthodox Lent,” sad Sergey Nikitin,
who is a marketing director for the Moscow winery. According to a public opinion poll taken in

%8 Vremya Novostey, February 19, 2002.
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March by ROMIR, only 24 percent of Russans follow Lent. However, 27 percent of respondents
said that they are trying to follow Lent, athough not aways very successfully.”®’

Neverthdess, The Russan Orthodox Church has experienced strong compstition in
druggling for influence over the souls and hearts of the Russans In addition, upon the
disntegration of the USSR and the separation of Ukraine the Moscow Petriarchy has lost many
of its parishes. In particular, 22 parishes in Western Ukraine have turned from the Russian
Orthodox to the Greek-Catholic (Uniate) Church.®® In fact, in 1946 the Greek-Catholics were
incorporated into the Orthodox Church with Stdin's blessing.®® The Greek Catholic Church
acknowledges the primecy of the Pope, but has retaned the Byzantine liturgy and other
traditional Orthodox inditutes. This Church was founded in 1596 during the Brest-Litovsk
Council.

The Russan Orthodox Church decided to proclam and to legdly secure its religious
monopoly in the territory of Russa In the anended Federd Law on the Freedom of Worship
and on Rdigious Asociations, the term “canonica territory” has been introduced and the
Catholic rdigion has been diminated from the lig of treditiond rdigions and confessons in the
territory of Russa, while the Modems, the Jews and the Buddhigts ill remaned on that list. The
result has been a wave of anti-Catholic feding that has been reflected in animosty towards
Russas Caholic neighbor, Poland. And sengtivities here run particularly high snce the head of
the Catholic Church is a Polish Pope.

The ecumenicad didogue which was deveoping between the Catholic and the Orthodox
believers garting from Vatican 1l, has been neglected in redity. The intolerance of the Russan
Orthodox Church towards heterodoxy is especidly vigble in rdation to the long planned vist of
Pope John Paul 11 to Russia, which never took place. And a Savic, Russan-speaking Pope could
play a red role in fostering reconciliation between the two rdigions — and, since they are date
religions, the two States.

In such an amosphere any contact with the Vatican proves to be difficult. The Pope's
vigt to Russa has been ddlayed a number of times because of unsettled relations with Moscow
Petriarchy. Presdents Gorbachev, Yetsan, and Putin have invited the Pope to come to Russa,
and for years the Vatican has been trying to coordinate these forma invitations with the Russan
Orthodox Church. Formdly, two invitations are required for the Pope to pay a vist to any
country, one from the leader of the dsate and one from the loca Catholic community. The
February 2002 decison of the Vétican to enhance the daius of Russan Catholic communities to
metropolitan dioceses is mog likely rdlated to the fact that the Roman Catholic Church has
findly abandoned any hope of setling these issues with the Russan Orthodox Church and is
determined to bring the Pope to Moscow this year. According to Moscow press reports, (Novye
|zvestiya, February 16, 2002), this vist will take place despite the strongly negative position of
the Patriarch and the Synod.

57 VVedomosti, April 10, 2002, p. A7.

%8 Thisfigure is quite often used differently by different sides.

%9 “The fate of Greek-Catholics after World War 11 is maybe the most gloomy page in the history of agreement
between Moscow Patriarchate and the Communists,” writes Timothy Ware (Bishop Kallistos of Diokleia) in his
book “The Orthodox Church.” This book has been translated into Russian and published in Moscow in 2001.
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At present, however, we ae witnessng the escdation of the conflict between the
Catholics and the Orthodox in Russa and there is no hope for reconciliation. In the last couple of
months Archbishop Tadeusz Kondrusewicz, the Apostolic Adminigtrator for Latin Rite Catholics
in Northern European Russa, who usudly hides from the press, has given more press
conferences than ever before. The conflict between the Russan Orthodox Church and the
Catholic Church is developing rapidly. Indeed, the Russan Orthodox Church makes statements
that it is worried about Catholic expanson. The Archbishop of Tashkent and Centrd Asa,
Vladimir, sad to lzvestiya,: “ Popes John XXIIl and Paul VI were very kind and sincere people,
and while they were in charge the didogue between the Orthodox and the Catholics was very
fruitful, and Lain expanson to Russa was impossble. The pontiff who took the name of John
Paul 1l is not a rdigious activigt, but a tough and ingdious politician of the anti-Orthodox and
anti-Russian character, who hides himsdlf under the mask of amelow dlder.”®°

The Vatican as wel as the Polish Catholic Church asked the Russan Orthodox Church
for an gpology, to which the Head of the Russan Orthodox Church, Aleksiy I, responded rather
coldly. Representatives of the Russan Orthodox Church have cdled the Popes appeds
“Western hypocrisy with the e ements of show business.”®*

The scae of the conflict reached the leve of the parliament, and the representatives of the
Russan Orthodox Church decided to complain to the Federation Council Committee of on
Foreign Affars®® In an inteviev with lzvestiya, Alexiy the Second used the word
“reconciliation” and spelled out the conditions for a reconcilition between the Russian Orthodox
Church and the Catholic Church. The Patriarch argued for a need to work out a joint position
regarding maor issues of inter-confessond relations. He bdieved tha they should condemn the
practice of prosdytism in any form, agree that anything like the Union of Brest was and remains
unacceptable, and recognize and follow the principle of canon territory. This proposa reveds the
need to find a solution to the long-lasting conflict between the Greek Catholic Church and the
Orthodox in western Ukraine, where three Orthodox dioceses were destroyed in Lvov, Ternopol
and Ivano-Frankovsk. The Vatican needs to abandon the practice of prosdytisn among
traditionally Orthodox population of Russaand CIS®®

In other words, from the current state of tensons and conflicts between the Russan
Orthodox Church and the Roman Catholic Church, it is indeed doubtful that ether of the
churches is about to play a mgor role in Russan-Polish reconciliation. And this is paticularly
regrettable a a time when the leader of the Catholic Church is a Slav who, better than any Pope
in the past, could play that role.

% |bid.
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2001. (http://www.rambler.ru/db/news/msg.html?) And also my private conversation with Andrey Zolotov Jr., a
reporter from The Moscow Times and a specialist in inter-confessional affairs.
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Art and Cultureas Elementsfor Rapprochement and Reconciliation

During the Soviet period pat of the Russan inteligentsa viewed the Polish sysem as a
posshble dterndive to the exising Soviet regime. This was confirmed by such popular Russan
sayings as. “Poland is the most happy barracks of the socidist camp”, “Socidism has a human
face in Poland.” The Russan writer Viktor Yerofeyev wrote “the image of Poland has been
egpecidly dtractive to Russans from the time of Khruschev's “thaw” to the victory of
Solidarnosc. A whole generation has loved Poland as a transmitter of Western vaues (cinema,
jazz, thestre). The Polsha magazine published in Russan played a paticulaly important role
here. The Russans were seeking to find the West in Poland, but what they discovered was a
truly likeable nation with its own sense of irony, humor and courage.”®*

The roe of at and culturad exchanges ae vey dgnificatt in RussantPolish
reconciliation because these help each country view the other in a postive way. Opinion-makers
and culturd leaders can and ae playing a leading role in overcoming mutua prejudices and

stereotypes.

According to the latest polls in 2001, the number two pogtion in the lis of most popular
Poles in Russa is occupied by Barbara Brylska, who acted in the tremendoudy popular movie of
the late Soviet period «Edii&y fdalial» (“The Irony of Fate’). In the late 90s, teenage girls in
Moscow were dso very fond of Joanna Chmidewska, the author of the so-cdled “ironic
detective noves.” (Many of my students told me about that.) One of the most popular musicas
in Moscow is “Metro,” staged by a Polish director. Movies by Andrzg Wada, Krzysztof
Kieszlowski, Janusz Zaorski and other Polish directors have adways been popular with Russan
audiences. And the Russian actor, Alexander Domogarov, who played the Cossack, Bohun in
the Polish movie “With Fire and Sword” by Jerzy Hoffman, has become so popular that Polish
women have created “The Domogarov Women's Fan Club” (Klub Milosniczek Domogarova).
This actor participated in a project in one of the Krakow theatres, and his admirers often come
from al over Poland to see him perform.

The Russan public ill remembers the life and songs of Anna Herman, who spent most
of her life in the former Soviet Union, in Kazakhstan, where she lived when her Polish family
was exiled to territory of the Soviet Union. She became very popular in the 1980s and despite
making globd tours, she was ironicdly unpopular in Poland because of her «Russan
connections.» In February 2002 one of the most popular Russian weeklies Argumenty i Fakty
published a glowing series of memoirs about Anna Herman, proving that she is gill remembered
by Russans.

A dgriking example of the posshility for art to play a role in reconciligtion was provided
by the famous Polish Oscar-winning film maker Andzrzg Wgda, who declared in his interview
with the Russan weekly |zvestiya (AE)riI 3, 2002) that a movie about the Katyn crime ought to be
made jointly by Russa and Poland.®> Wajda, whose previous film works could be characterized
as landmarks on the way of PolishGerman (“Spring in Germany”) and Polish-Jewish (“Holy
Week”) reconciliation, is currently working on the movie project about Katyn. Wajda is eager to
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find a Russan counterpart to participate in this project. “I hope that | will be able to interest
Russan film makers in this project, because the tragedy of Katyn is a tragedy that touched upon
the destiny of both nations.” %

The problem of the Katyn tragedy has adso been dedt with by another famous Polish
atis, the composer and conductor Krzysztof Penderecki. Though one of his recent works is
cdled “The Kayn Requiem,” he does not harbor anti-Russan sentiments, performing in
Moscow or in &t Petersburg amost every year. In 2002, Penderecki even worked on a big
project in St. Petersburg related to the 300th anniversary of the city.®’

Mog of my Rusdan intedocutors, especidly the academics agree that culturd
interaction between Russa and Poland is a dgnificant dement for reconciliation. Russan and
Poland have findly agreed to the mutud return of the archives and artidic treasures removed
during World War Il. Russans have received a list of 18 pieces of art that were removed from
Poland to the Soviet Union over World War 1l and are now stored or dislayed in Russan
museums. Russia has agreed to accept a group of Polish experts to view the art works to confirm
that they belong to Poland. This event is dso quite asgnificant step towards reconciliation.

The Issue of Compensation of the Victims or Family Members of Victims of Stalin's Purges

Compensetion to the victims of the Nazi regime was the find dage in the process of
Germany's reconciliation with its neighbors and with nations tha had suffered from Hitler's
actions. Polish representatives have raised the issue of Stain's purges of the Poles with Russia as
the successor dtate of USSR. After the divison of Poland in 1939, severd hundreds thousand
Poles were sent to the GULAG (Stdin’s prison camp network) and to the so-cdled “specid
sttlements”®® As | mentioned above, about 22,000 of them were murdered in these camps and
settlements between 1939-1940.

In 1941-1942 the mgority of Polish citizens was freed from the camps and some Ieft the
USSR. Many of them left as a pat of Generd Anders Army in 1942. Others left the USSR in
1944, when the Poles were evacuated to the “new lands’ (“ziemie odzyskan€’). Some Russian
hisorians believe that Poland has dready received compensation for the victims of the Sdinigt
purges, because Germany has returned those lands which were captured by Hitler in 1939, and
because 6I;’oland has aso received more than 100 thousand square kilometers of pre-war German
territory.

On September 28, 2000 Vladimir Grivenko suggested in Nezavisimaya Gazeta, that “...
Poland should be able to find a solution for the compensation problem using its own sources for

% Ihid.

7 Interview by Julia Kantor with Krzysztof Penderecki , Ea@@io | §a5&eeé R 6io& &0 fodU fHaiaied .
| zvestiya, April 6, 2002.

%8 Mikhail Geller and Alexander Nekrich in the book «Ooii &y 6 a&aioe» (1 Téd 1 EE, 2000) emphasized that in
1939-1942 about 1,000,080 Poles and citizens of Poland were deported to the Ural mountains in Siberia. The figures
of the deportations vary. According to Robert Conquest, 200,000 Polish citizens were sent to the camps and
620,000 were sent into exile. p. 379.

69 Aexgies Aceaddl. 100 O0fy: ea%ODIN0 eeal Ha & adoay D0 dHeda 1 «ad6ca 1 oigia» a

~An NANAN ANIA O\ iuny

oififieenél-i 1éliféed 10iTaeyd. (September 28, 2000), Dipkourier Supplement to Nezavisimaya Gazeta.
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the citizens or their heirs who were repressed by the Bolsheviks, or else compensation would be
paid by Russiafrom the debt obligations to Poland"°.”

The issue of compensation to the Polish victims of Stdin’s purges was aso raised by the
Polish sde during the vigt of Presdent Putin to Poland in January, 2002. Former Polish Minister
of Foreign Affars Bronidaw Geremek sad in the interview with Gazeta Wyborcza, “I bdieve
that the list of problems for which discussion is needed is wel known. We should forget none of
them incduding the problem of compensation to the Siberians.” ! (Gazeta Wyborcza, January 16,
2002).

On January 16, 2002, Presdent Putin in answering a question of Polish journdists about
compensdtion to those who had suffered from Stdin's repressons, "kindly suggested that the
Poles should gpply Russan law about the compensation to the victims of political represson to
themsdves” In rdation to this Novye lzvestiya (January 18, 2002) sarcastically noted that the
man problem is "such law does not exis.” The Presdent was probably referring to another law
"About the rehabiliation of the victims of Politicd Repressons,” where there are some smadl
references to compensation.”

Nowvye lzvestiya writes "However, the rdatives of the victims could not expect anything.
Our law does not include any compensaion to the relatives of those murdered, but only some
benefits like free train tickets. And this law could be applied only to Russian citizens or to
foreigners who could prove that they were repressed on Russian territory starting in 19172, In
addition, Russian law acknowledges a foreigner as leing repressed in Russa only when he or she
had been found guilty by the Supreme Court of the USSR. Those or the reatives of those who
were not found guilty by the Supreme Court and were imprisoned or shot, could expect no
compensation for their sufferings, or the suffering of their ancestors.

Presdent Putin said that “one could not compare and treat equaly the actions of the
Third Reich and the actions of the Soviet Union” This way Putin has agan demondrated a
falure to underdand (or a lack of willingness to undergand) the problem of the mass killings of
the Poles between 1939-1940. One of my interlocuters. Vedava Yerofeyeva-Skura, aso
expressed this idea in the interview to the weekly Inostranets (March 5, 2002) and said that
Putin's statements demongirated a complete misunderstanding of the Polish psychology, athough
his vigt to Poland was quite well prepared from the point of view of public reations technique.
According to Wedava Y erofeyeva- Skura, “ President Putin was supposed to say:

Look at our economic sSituation, we are not Germany, we are poor. We
have starving pensoners and hundreds of thousands of homeess people.
Russa is not able to pay compensation right now. But we grieve and
apologize for what happened in 1940 and dter the end of World War 1.
Mea culpa. The Poles would be able to gppreciate this human confession.
Tdk about compensation will stop. And that will flatter the well-known
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Polish sense "of honor.” And obvioudy will enhance sympahy for
Russia’®

Unfortunatdy, the thoughts of a Polish person, who lives in Moscow for 20 years, and knows
both Russan and Polish way of thinking, were not heard by the politicians, who are rarely able
to utter Statements that they — according to my private conversations with Kremlin officds —
view as sdf-humiliaing.

In generd, it is graifying that discusson has begun in Russan society of the issue of
compensgtion to the Polish victims of Stdin, both, in the media and on the presdentid leve.
Thet is definitely a progressive trend towards a “thicker” reconciliation.

Conclusons and Recommendations

The internd evolution of Russa towards a more criticd sdf-assessment is crucidly
important for reconciliation with its neighbors. Presdent Putin, who came to power on the wave
of the chawinig anti-Chechen campaign and reintroduced the Soviet anthem is trying to teke
deps towards closer interaction with the former enemies of the Soviet Union as wel as with
countries the Soviets consdered to be ther satdlites. His vist to Warsaw in January, 2002
proves that he does not want to ignore the hand outsiretched to him. What he and his government
can achieve depends to a great extent on his grasp of the internationd scene, where he seems to
have been quite successful. And that has been proved by Russan policy since September 11,
2001.

The following steps are advisable on the path towards reconciliation:

* New Higtory Textbooks (or the textbook if there would be the only one) should be
cregted. The editors should include facts related to the mutua accusations. The
Commission of the higorians should recommend incluson of references to the Katyn
caime and other crimes of Stdin towards the Poles. The most recent findings of
Russan hidorians about Katyn should be included in school textbooks as well.
Textbooks should dso contain more detailed information about the role tha the
Soviets played in dominating Poland and Centrd Europe after World War |I; the
repressons agang the Armia Krgowa, the role of the Soviet Union during “martid
lawv” in Poland; and the role of the Soviets in the post-war Poland, the implementation
of the Ydta treaty and the eections fraud in 1946; the workers uprisng in 1956 and
the danger of Soviet intervention; martial law of 1981, the posshility of Soviet
military intervention and the role of Generd Jaruzel ki

* Steps should be taken towards inter-confessond didogue Both sides need to make
a clear explicit satement at the highest level (the Pope for Catholics, the Synod and
Patriarch for the Orthodox) condemning the forced measures used by their churches
agang believers of different religions.

B Red&&uiee Eifodd®d, (5 1304 2002 &ad interview with Weslava Yerofeyeva, and my private
conversation with her.
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* The tdlevison and mass media, and those involved in art and culture should be
more explidt in reporting about the ham inflicted by Russa on other nations,
including the Poles, and promote reconciliation through joint productions.

* A solution to the compensation problem for the victims of Stdin's purges and teir
relatives should be found. This needs to be worked out by the Russan and Polish
governments jointly.

The Russan postion about reckoning with the past of Russan-Polish reaions was stated
on May 18, 2000, by Sergey Razov, Russan Ambassador to Poland, who currently works as
Deputy Minigter of Foreign Affairs of the Russan Federation:

New democratic Russa is not responsble for the crimes of Stainism.
They were decisvely condemned in the joint Statements made in 1993
by presdents Yedtsn and Wdesa The pronouncement of one of the
hierarchs of the Polish Caholic Church, Archbishop Zyczini,
supported by many well-known paliticians in Poland, that the Russan
people are not responsble for the Katyn crime and that therefore the
reconciliation between Russans and Poles is needed, has been vitdly
important. History must be made known. We should remember it, and
learn lessons for the future. However, we cannot move ahead with
looking backwards. We cannot view nationd reconciliaion as a
sequence of confessons and agpologies of one of the sdes. That is the
way to nowhere.”

That dtatement by a high-levd Russan officd, who fully redizes the importance of higory and
and the past in determining the future of RussanPolish reaions, should be kept in mind by both
ddes as Russa and Poland move towards reconciliation, towards a future in which rancor and
mutual accusations can be replaced by mutua respect and cooperation.
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2000, p. 3. («Dipkourier» Supplement to Nezavisimaya Gazeta, N 9, p. 3, May 18, 2000)
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