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Center top: President Ronald W. Reagan (right) talks with Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev at a three-day summit in Washington 
December 8, 1987.  AP/WWP

Right: Chairman Mao Zedong (left) and President Richard M. Nixon 
meet for the first time in February 1972 in Beijing.  AP/WWP

Center bottom: British Prime Minister Winston Churchill (left), U.S. 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt (center), and Soviet Marshal Josef 
Stalin (right) meet in the Livadia Palace gardens, Yalta, on February 
12, 1945.  AP/WWP

Left: President John F. Kennedy proclaims a U.S. naval blockade 
against Cuba in a nationwide television and radio broadcast from the 
White House in Washington on October 22, 1962.  AP/WWP
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Focusing on a number of seminal world 
events, this issue of eJournal USA: Foreign 
Policy Agenda offers a framework for Policy Agenda offers a framework for Policy Agenda

examining how U.S. foreign relations have evolved 
over the past century, influenced by the legacy of 
America’s founding ideals of protecting individual 
rights and freedom. 

Like other countries operating on the global 
stage, the United States has both played an active 
role in and been acted upon by international 
events—and occasionally forced into a role not of 
its own choosing.

The Editors recognize that any selection of 
“major events” will ultimately be arbitrary, but it 
is our hope that those in this journal will provide 
insight into the American character and stimulate 
dialogue among international audiences.

Many of these past occurrences have been 
significant in shaping the current U.S. response to 
the crises, opportunities, and complex trade-offs of 
international relations.

One enduring political dynamic for the United 
States, as for most nations, is the desire to live in 
a free society, secure and at peace, and working in 
harmony with allies and trading partners toward 
prosperity. But America also comes to foreign 
policy with a unique blend of idealism and realism 
that combines generosity with self-interest, follows 
defensive wars with economic recovery programs, 
builds institutions that are then turned over to 
others, and seeks to help others find their own 
way toward democracy.

Walter Russell Mead, Scott Erwin, and Eitan 
Goldstein of the Council on Foreign Relations 
analyze many of the events and ideas that have 
shaped the evolution of American foreign relations 
in the last 100 years and explain why they still 
have significant impact in today’s world. David 
Ellwood of the University of Bologna and Johns 
Hopkins University, Bologna Center, examines 
the role of the post-World War II Marshall Plan 
on the economic recovery and reconstruction 
of Western Europe. Warren I. Cohen of the 
University of Maryland at Baltimore County 
examines the impact and influence of President 
Nixon’s historic opening of U.S. relations with 
the People’s Republic of China in 1972. Maarten 
Pereboom of Salisbury University discusses the 
enormous role that trade and economics has 
historically played in American foreign relations. 
And Walter Laqueur of the Center for Strategic 
and International Studies examines how the 
United States has sought to exercise power 
responsibly following the end of the Cold War in 
1991 as the world has sought to adjust to the new 
security environment.

These and other experts share their thoughts in 
Significant Events in U.S. Foreign Relations. We 
welcome you to this edition of eJournal USA.

          The Editors

ABOUT THIS ISSUE



eJOURNALeJOURNALe  USA2

FOREIGN POLICY AGENDA
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE / APRIL 2006 / VOLUME 11  / NUMBER  1

http://usinfo.state.gov/pub/ejournalusa.html

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS IN U.S. FOREIGN RELATIONS

Introduction
SECRETARY OF STATE CONDOLEEZZA RICE

The United States: Inextricably Linked 
with Nations Across the Globe
WALTER RUSSELL MEAD, THE HENRY A. KISSINGER 
SENIOR FELLOW FOR U.S. FOREIGN POLICY, AND 
SCOTT ERWIN AND EITAN GOLDSTEIN, RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATES, COUNCIL ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

American diplomacy in the 20th century is largely the 
story of how policy-makers have sought to strike the 
right equilibrium between national interests and ultimate 
ideals.

The Panama Canal: A Vital Maritime 
Link for the World
Building the Canal and Transferring Control

The Cold War: A Test of American 
Power and a Trial of Ideals
MICHAEL JAY FRIEDMAN, A U.S. DIPLOMATIC 
HISTORIAN AND WASHINGTON FILE STAFF WRITER, 
BUREAU OF INTERNATIONAL INFORMATION 
PROGRAMS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE

With the defeat of Germany in 1945 and the widespread 
destruction the war had wrought throughout Europe, 
the United States and the Soviet Union represented 
competing and incompatible philosophies, objectives, 
and plans for rebuilding and reorganizing the continent.

The Marshall Plan: A Strategy That 
Worked
DAVID W. ELLWOOD, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
BOLOGNA, ITALY, AND PROFESSIONAL LECTURER AT 
JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY, BOLOGNA CENTER.
It didn’t start as a plan, and some of the veterans said 
it never did become a plan. Yet the European Recovery 
Program–better known as the Marshall Plan–has entered 
into history as the most successful American foreign 
policy project of all since World War II.

The Marshall Plan: A Story in Pictures

The Suez Crisis: A Crisis That Changed 
the Balance of Power in the Middle East
PETER L. HAHN, PROFESSOR OF U.S. DIPLOMATIC 
HISTORY, THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY, AND 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE SOCIETY FOR HISTORIANS 
OF AMERICAN FOREIGN RELATIONS

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the Suez Crisis, 
when a major regional war nearly erupted between 
Egypt, Israel, Britain, and France that may have drawn 
in the Soviet Union and the United States.

Brussels Universal and International 
Exposition (Expo 1958)
The Expo provided the backdrop for the cultural Cold 
War between the United States and Soviet Union.
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Nixon In China: A Turning Point in 
World History
WARREN I. COHEN, DISTINGUISHED UNIVERSITY 
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND PRESIDENTIAL RESEARCH 
PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND, BALTIMORE 
COUNTY

The 1949 victory of the Chinese communists in the 
Chinese civil war had a shattering impact upon the 
United States, but by 1972 tensions had eased and each 
found the need to resume normalization.

Ping-Pong Diplomacy Spearheaded 
U.S.-Chinese Relations
Unlikely diplomats went to play table tennis and 
changed history along the way. 

Trade and Economics as a Force in U.S. 
Foreign Relations
MAARTEN L. PEREBOOM, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND 
CHAIRMAN, DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, SALISBURY 
UNIVERSITY

Emerging as a world leader in the 20th century, the 
United States, while certainly continuing to pursue 
its own economic interests abroad, drew upon its 
Enlightenment roots and promoted the ideals of 
freedom, democracy, and open markets in the belief 
that “free nations trading freely” would result in the 
worldwide improvement of the human condition.

After the Cold War
WALTER LAQUEUR, CO-CHAIR, INTERNATIONAL 
RESEARCH COUNCIL, CENTER FOR STRATEGIC AND 
INTERNATIONAL STUDIES

When the Cold War came to an end in 1989 with the 
dismantling of the Berlin wall, when the countries of 
Eastern Europe regained independence, and when finally 
the Soviet Union disintegrated, there was widespread 
feeling throughout the world that at long last universal 
peace had descended on Earth.
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Video Online

Video Clips of Selected Significant Events in U.S. 

Foreign Relations:

• Roosevelt: Panama Canal Statement

• Churchill: “Iron Curtain”

• Truman: Soviet Union

• Kennedy: Cuban Missile Crisis 

• Nixon at the Great Wall

• Reagan: “Mr. Gorbachev, Tear Down This 

Wall!”
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