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Turkish foreign policy has made a remarkable adn®nt in recent years, raising the influence
of Turkey in surrounding critical regions, exterglinom the Balkans to the Middle East and as
well as in international politics. WitlHarmonizing Foreign Policy: Turkey, the EU and the
Middle East, Mesut Ozcan sets about to explicate a part of pigture, that is, the shift in
Turkish foreign policy towards the Middle East, alhi the author argues, becomes more visible
in policies towards Iraq and the Israeli-Palestinigonflict. 1999 is the beginning of the
aforementioned shift, according to Ozcan, a yeawhich the EU gave Turkey a candidature
status and Abdullah Ocalan, the leader and fountithe PKK, was arrested. This was also a
year that provided Turkish decision makers witheendcratic opening in foreign policy—a shift
from security-oriented foreign policy to a demograciented one. From that time onwards,
Turkey, according to Ozcan, has been exposed t@itheess of Europeanization of foreign
policy, a process that has taken Turkey away frdoreign policy under American influence.

The book consists of eight chapters, each of whiedds lights on a particular aspect of
the EU and Turkish Foreign policies, extending fritv@ories of the European Integration to the
Europeanization of Turkish foreign policy. Althoutie main focus of the book is the changing
nature of Turkish foreign policy towards the Middtast and the reasons behind it, Ozcan also

focuses his attention on the theoretical discussregarding the European integration and the
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Europeanization of foreign policy, which constitutee theoretical background of the main
subject matter. For those who want to read an doictory text about the theories of the EU
integration and the Europeanization of foreigngebl of member states, chapter one and chapter
two are a good start.

The last four chapters of the book analyze TurKmteign policy through different
lenses, covering the historical underpinnings ofki&h foreign policy in general and the Middle
East Policy of Turkey in particular. All chapter$ the book are comprehensible to both
specialists of the issues under investigation agchen as well.

Ozcan argues, based on the theoretical argumentMasiner and Whitman, that
Europeanization of Turkish foreign policy becamesgble by having gone through three phases:
foreign policy change, foreign policy process, &oigkign policy action. Ozcan also points out
that Turkey, with having a candidature status sit@9, has experienced these three steps, steps
that require a top-down relationship between thealBtd the member or candidate states in terms
of foreign policy adaptation.

Methodologically speaking, the independent variablthe book is the change in Turkish
foreign policy towards Iraq and the Israeli-Pal@sin conflict. The variables that are considered
to cause the mentioned dependent variable areuhash candidature to the EU and the arrest
of Abdullah Ocalan in 1999. The cases used to exple causal mechanism are the Iragi war
and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

I would like to raise two methodological issues mected to each other. First, although
Ozcan makes intuitively appealing arguments abdwithange in Turkish foreign policy towards
Irag and Israeli-Palestinian problem, he does notide a detailed analysis of both cases, which
would lay out the causal mechanism explaining hosvihdependent variables of the study led to
the dependent variable.

If the author had discussed the changing Turkisbigo policy towards the cases of Iraq
and Palestinian-Israeli conflict with the methodoabcess tracing by leaving one chapter to each
cases, it could have been more persuasive.

The second methodological concern includes unclbedrosariables in the book that
could be considered as the causes of the aforemnedtichange. For example, one may argue
that the aforementioned change in Turkish foreiglicp is not a direct result of the changes in

1999 but the government change in 2002. What haa batnessed in Turkish foreign policy
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since then are the result of the preferences asideemakers of the new government. This rival
explanation is not controlled in this study. In erdo control this variable, the method of
process-tracing is again required. If the authak ¢@ntrolled this rival explanation by tracing the
process of change in details, then the argumeritsedfook could be more persuasive.
Harmonizing Foreign Policy: Turkey, the EU and the Middle East is a recent and

valuable book on Turkish foreign policy. It, in &ry successful way, analyzes the historical
relations between Turkey and the EU, and underpgmof the foreign policies of both actors as
well. This book seems to be a must book for thobe are intellectually and academically
interested in Turkish foreign policy and its rebats with the EU.

Kutbettin Kilic
Indiana University, USA
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