
http://www.gloria-center.org/2012/04/islam-in-post-911-pakistan-the-role-of-education-in-heightening-or-diminishing-pakistan%e2%80%99s-security-dilemma/

Page 1 of 17 Dec 01, 2013 08:46:38PM MST

ISLAM IN POST-9/11 PAKISTAN: THE ROLE OF EDUCATION IN
HEIGHTENING OR DIMINISHING PAKISTAN’S SECURITY DILEMMA
April 27, 2012 gloria-center.org

This article uses a historical approach to identify the reasons Pakistan has turned to Islam as a means to
deal with its security dilemma. It then examines the role of education especially that which is oriented
toward Islam, in alleviating and/or exacerbating Pakistan’s sense of insecurity.

 

In 1984, while reflecting on Pakistan’s political history, Lawrence Ziring, a leading scholar on South Asia,
noted how the country had changed from an Islamic Republic to an Islamic State. Ziring observed that
under the former, Islam played a moderating role and encouraged liberal discourse and a separation of
religion, while under the latter, Islam was a central, official, and pervasive feature within the state,
affecting and dominating every facet of society.  Since 1979, the relationship between Islam and the[1]
Pakistani state has become closer, as seen with the adoption of the Hudood Ordinance as well as the
willingness of non-religious political parties and actors to work with the religious parties.  Thus, the shift[2]
toward a more Islamic society has been supported, if not led, by consecutive Pakistani governments.

This heightened sense of religiosity has increasingly been viewed as a cause for concern in the
international arena because of the type of intolerant and violent Islam that appears to be in the
ascendency there.  This concern is also a product of a neoliberal prejudice that is inherently[3]
uncomfortable with religious states, as in such societies authority is derived from the divine, as opposed
from the people. Thus, it is argued that unless Pakistan ceases its close association with religion, which in
effect means to move against Islamic education, the threat posed by radical Islamism to international
peace and security will become even greater.  Veteran U.S.-based expert on the Pakistani army[4]
Stephen Cohen expressed this concern, writing in 2003, “Unless steps are taken now to rebuild a
moderate Pakistan, however, the rise of radical Islamists as a significant political force could be one of
several unpalatable futures for this increasingly chaotic, nuclear-armed state.”[5]

In the twenty-first century, Pakistan occupies a permanent feature in discussions relating to international
relations and more specifically to international security. This stems from its involvement in the creation of
the Taliban  and the fact that Usama bin Ladin was able to find shelter in Pakistan.  September 11[6] [7]
changed world history,  as it not only introduced the world to transnational jihadi terrorism but[8]
necessitated a complete revision of international relations, as states have had to adopt new methods and
techniques to challenge the threat that this brand of terrorism has come to pose.  Following September[9]
11, the United States made it clear to the Pakistani government that it had a simple choice: either join the
campaign against al-Qa’ida and the Taliban (and by implication Islamist radicalism) or stand with the
terrorists.  President Musharraf chose the only option available and came out in support of the United[10]
States. This included attempts to rein in radical Islamist influences.  Conversely, while preaching a[11]
need for “Enlightened Moderation,”  Pakistani politicians (and Pervez Musharraf was no different from[12]
many other politicians) continued and enhanced their relations with Islamic actors as a means to cement
authority and remain in power.[13]

In order to understand why this relationship exists, the role that Islam plays in Pakistan and more
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specifically within Pakistani society and politics is examined through three lenses. First, is the nature and
manner of Pakistan’s creation and the role that Islam played in that process. Second, is a ubiquitous
sense of insecurity that pervades across Pakistan, stemming from endogenous and exogenous factors
that encourage the promotion of conservative Islam as a means to identify the challenges and counter
them. Third, is the ability of dogmatic Islamic movements to ingratiate themselves with Pakistan’s ruling
elites.

A principal caveat faced by scholars researching Pakistan and particularly Islam’s role in Pakistan is that
conflicting narratives and views are inherent, as the country attracts the attention of many scholars coming
from diverse disciplines.  In addition, Pakistan is a highly populous country with 170 million people who[14]
in many ways exist in different stages of evolution, with economic growth, which affects social
development, being incredibly uneven in Pakistan.  Thus, discussing Islam and Pakistan becomes[15]
highly challenging as, on the one hand, it is clear that Islam plays an important role in Pakistani society,

 but at the same time, degrees of observance and commitment vary, whether by class or region.[16] [17]
The same is true when looking at Islam and the education sector. There is an assumption that religious
education dominates in Pakistan, which is easy to dispel upon a closer look.[18]

This article will explore some of the myths and truths regarding the role of Islam in Pakistan and Pakistani
society by looking at how the state was created and how it has used Islam to combat its sense of
insecurity. This entails recognizing the many challenges contemporary Pakistani society faces.[19]
Principally, two main interpretations exist regarding Islam in Pakistan. Some view Pakistan as having a
religious purpose not only to protect Muslims, but also to exist as an Islamic state, which may also mean
to help others achieve this. Others note that in 1947, the purpose behind the creation of Pakistan was to
serve as a homeland to India’s Muslim community, which meant that it would exist as an Islamic state.[20]
These competing narratives help explain why Pakistan continuously grapples with defining its own
identity, purpose, and direction. So long as these interpretations exist,  it will be difficult to find a[21]
synergy between them. This also explains why the issue of education has become central, as education
has the potential of encouraging harmony or fostering discord.[22]

This article is divided into three main sections. It begins by looking at the challenges that affected Pakistan
at the time of its creation, noting that the immediate partition period was so traumatic that the political elite
at the time, which included the military, turned to Islam as a unifying tool. Islam was a way to bring
Pakistanis together and remind them why the country was established. The second section explores
Pakistan’s security perception. It is argued that due to the nature and manner of its creation, the Pakistani
state is perpetually anxious about its security, which leads it to demand more from its inhabitants.  The[23]
final section looks at the education issue in Pakistan, which is instrumental in helping to develop a national
identity, though it is important to note that the sector has been undergoing continuous reforms, mainly
because Pakistani governments recognize the importance of education and have sought reform.[24]

 

CREATING PAKISTAN

Pakistan was created through the efforts of Mohammed Ali Jinnah and the All-India Muslim League. They
argued that the only way to ensure India’s Muslim community would not suffer discrimination by virtue of it
being a minority group in British India was to give it a state. In its advocacy for a Muslim homeland, the
Muslim League–led primarily by educated Muslims from North India–evoked claims of the right to

http://www.gloria-center.org/2012/04/islam-in-post-911-pakistan-the-role-of-education-in-heightening-or-diminishing-pakistan%e2%80%99s-security-dilemma/


http://www.gloria-center.org/2012/04/islam-in-post-911-pakistan-the-role-of-education-in-heightening-or-diminishing-pakistan%e2%80%99s-security-dilemma/

Page 3 of 17 Dec 01, 2013 08:46:38PM MST

self-determination and that India’s Muslim community was a nation. It is noteworthy that a decade before
Pakistan’s establishment, support for the Muslim League mainly came from Bengal–the predominately
Muslim province in British India, where it won 39 seats in the 1937 provincial elections (It won one seat in
the Punjab and none in North-West Frontier Province and Sindh).  When independence came in 1947,[25]
Pakistan found itself ill-prepared for the challenges that came, as not only did the country face many
security issues, but it lacked an infrastructure and bureaucrats to manage the state.  Mian Ata[26]
Rabbani, who served as Mohammad Ali Jinnah’s aide-de-camp for seven month beginning on August 7,
1947, had first-hand experience of the shortages affecting governance. While living at the home of the first
governor-General of Pakistan, Rabbani recounted, “There was shortage, shortage and shortage
everywhere, and of everything. Simple things like pens, paper, paper pins, typewriters, office furniture,
and office accommodation are required to run an office or an organization, leaving aside the Government
of a country. Pakistan was established, it had become a reality all right but it had been denied time to
organise its meagre resources.”[27]

What compounded the scarcity problem was that Pakistan was and remains incredibly diverse, as each
province is composed of people of different ethnicities, orientations, and views. When looking at Pakistan,
it is thus important to view it through three lenses: politics, ethnic diversity, and geography and colonial
legacy. This may explain why Pakistani policymakers seek a national identity. Therefore, Hassan Abbas,
for example, argues that three primary factors led Pakistan down the path of religious extremism and
authoritarianism: a powerful military that operated independently, a mushrooming of religious militant
groups, and the hydra-headed monster that is the intelligence services. Abbas refers to this as the three
As (Allah, Army, America). On the first, Allah is used to refer to when things are incomprehensible. The
Army is the most powerful force in Pakistani society and often directs the affairs and development of the
country. America is the “enemy” the country that one can blame when things go wrong.[28]

The first key challenge faced by independent Pakistan was that of a democratic tradition. Although
Mohammed Ali Jinnah and the other founders of Pakistan understood the concept and the importance of
democracy, the vehicle used to gain independence was far from democratic, as the Muslim League
focused on attaining independence. This necessitated quieting any possibility of internal dissent within the
Muslim League and the Muslim community. In addition, Jinnah managed the Muslim League in an
authoritarian manner, allowing himself to be its voice and image. He transferred the system he used to
manage the league to the newly formed Pakistani political system by serving as governor general,
president of the constituent assembly, and president of the Muslim League. This led to the establishment
of a centralized system, though the country was deeply divided along ethnic lines.

Consequently, Jinnah’s death a year after partition dealt a blow to the league and to the fledgling civilian
political system. The system quickly became incapacitated once Jinnah’s successor Liaqaut Ali Khan was
assassinated. Khan’s assassination was followed by years of political instability as Pakistani politicians
vied for authority and power. These divisions encouraged Ayub Khan, chief of the army, to assume control
of the government, claiming the incessant political fighting was undermining the security of the state. Khan
also alleged that the army embodied the nation and its needs and thus could and should be responsible
for governance.  Ayub Khan, who represented the first generation of military officers,  resisted[29] [30]
pressure from Islamist movements, particularly from Abu al-Ala Mawdudi’s Jama’at-e-Islami (Islamic
Party). However, the structural changes that Pakistan experienced during the 1960s coupled with the loss
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of East Pakistan in 1971 and the rise of Zulfikar Bhutto challenged Pakistan’s democratic aspirations, as
by this point some non-democratic actors became more established, which in turn meant that they could
no longer be ignored.[31]

The oil boom of the 1970s and the global transportation revolution affected Pakistan by enabling,
according to Omar Noman, 10 million Pakistanis to migrate and search for better economic opportunities.
By travelling to the Gulf Region these individuals saw their wages increase eight-fold,  but it also meant[32]
that these individuals became familiar with more strict interpretations of Islam, such as Wahhabism, which
they brought back to Pakistan once their stint in the Gulf area had ended. Journalist and author Marie
Anne Weaver, who has spent many years in South Asia, recounts a conversation with Major Ghulam
Mohammed, who served in the Omani army for 20 years. Commenting on the poor laborers going to the
Gulf, Ghulam Mohammed stated, “What are they [uneducated laborers] to do when they come back?
They’ve been exposed to the most conservative Islam on earth. We in Makran [Baluchistan] have always
been secular. But many of these returning workers are hard-core fundamentalists.”[33]

Thus, from the 1970s, politicians and the military openly have courted Islamist movements as a way to win
mass support and cement their own positions.  In addition, the decision by the military to enhance its[34]
ties with militant groups, including the development of militant groups, as a means to counter and fight
India has left an unsavory legacy.  These groups have proven difficult to control, especially as longevity[35]
has helped them develop roots that their harbingers may not have intended.  Hence, “…policies of[36]
State Islamization in the 1980s, combined with technological and education developments, have facilitated
the increased visibility of religious debates in public life.”[37]

Pakistan’s diversity has undermined its ability to develop a true national identity and has led to a weak
political system. The divisions ensure that the Pakistani  struggled to speak in a single voice, asumma
conflicting images, ideas, and values have surfaced; and in lieu of a weak political system, these
differences often help strengthen minority groups.  The situation was made more difficult by the fragility[38]
of the political system–mainly the caliber of politicians whose continuous wrangling paralyzed much of the
government’s ability to function. These challenges led to a unique alliance between the bureaucracy and
the military based on a dual-prong approach: Politically, it accepted the overthrow of civilian government
(initially President Iskander Mirza dismissed Prime Minister Feroz Khan Noon before General Ayub Khan
deposed President Mirza), and, second, a call to Islam. This required an emphasis on a theocratic
ideology–Pakistan as an Islamic state.  Thus, when looking at Pakistan’s political history, one is[39]
confronted with mediocre politicians, and populist leaders who must form various alliances with much
smaller powerbrokers in order to retain their positions. These individuals often fail to see the long-term
ramifications of their policies, statements, and programs.

One need only observe the tenure of Zulfikar Bhutto, whose populism led to many political changes,
including Pakistan’s constitution and the introduction of an Islamist party ( ) into theJama’at-e-Islami
mainstream political process. In addition, wishing to pacify the Islamists, Bhutto also designated the
Ahmadiyya sect as non-Muslims. When Zia al-Haq replaced Bhutto, Zia continued to embed Islamic
values in Pakistan. As Ziring points out, “Zia’s decision to erect a chaste Islamic state in Pakistan implied
a frontal assault on anything and everything that detracted from that goal. The Islamic state was judged
incompatible with secular institutions and practices. Secular forces were judged a mortal threat to the
Islamic state, and in the zero-sum game of state-building, the one necessarily conquered the other.”[40]

The third challenge was Pakistan’s geography and history. By advocating that India’s Muslim community
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needed a state, the Muslim League encouraged the establishment of a unique state composed of two
wings (East Pakistan and West Pakistan) with an independent state (India), which some view as hostile, in
the middle. In addition, during the time they governed the subcontinent, the British had not invested very
much in the areas that became Pakistan. Thus, Pakistan lacked many economic resources, which have
undermined its development and growth especially when one compares it to India (At partition, Pakistan
had raw resources but not the means to turn them into useable products. For example, East Pakistan
produced raw jute but India had the jute-processing facilities; West Pakistan produced raw cotton,
whereas India had most of the textile mills. ). In addition, as part of the geographical division, Pakistan[41]
had to address the issue of Jammu and Kashmir, an Indian principality with a Muslim majority that
remained outside of the newly formed Pakistani state, mainly because what Pakistan claims was Indian
perfidy.  The legacy of the partition was such that Stephen Cohen argues that once the second[42]
generation of India and Pakistan emerged, they simply lacked the ability to solve the problems that
partition had caused. They thus adopted a policy of simply opposing anything that the other offered or
suggested.  Once Pakistan had adopted the ideological mantra of an Islamic State, the commitment to[43]
Kashmir increased, since the Pakistani government could not allow Muslims to live under the rule of
Hindus.[44]

 

PAKISTAN’S SENSE OF SECURITY

 

A close look at Pakistan shows that paranoia and fear are prevalent and have existed since Pakistan’s
inception. From an endogenous perceptive, Pakistan has to contend with conflicting internal forces that
play an important part in enhancing its insecurity. This is due to the way that they affect the political
system and the willingness of certain groups to engage in violence when the political route is unlikely to
provide the expected results. Jacob Shapiro and Christine Fair persuasively argue that urban Pakistanis
support militant organizations if the organization reflects the political goals that the individual cares about.
They also assert that support for the violence stems from strategic considerations. For this reason, they
are against analysts taking a broad-brush approach.  Inter-group violence stems from the fact that[45]
Pakistan is not a homogenous state and because since its inception, this aspect has been allowed to grow
and develop. Thus, Pakistan has a number of different ethnic groups, each with its own unique history,
coupled with religious and cultural disparities.  These differences greatly undermine the Pakistani[46]
sense of national identity, which may explain why Pakistan is constantly striving to find something or
someone to unite it, as with Jinnah.

From an exogenous perspective, Pakistan has an inherent fear of India, seen as harboring aggressive
tendencies toward it. These fears have become part of the national psyche, ensuring tremendous
suspicion if not hatred toward India and Hinduism.  This stems from history, whereby in 1947, it was[47]
India–at least in the eyes of Pakistan–that undermined the peaceful process of partition and sought to
abuse its position of strength to the detriment of Pakistan.  This sense of insecurity is due in part to[48]
having insecure borders and is made worse by a sense of inferiority–especially in comparison to India and
China, with both of whom Pakistan shares a border.

A second narrative identifies India, although constitutionally a secular state, as a Hindu state that is
fundamentally hostile to Islam and Pakistan, turning the conflict with India into a religious one. The benefit
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of altering the conflict from geopolitical to religious stems from the need to encourage martyrdom; by
facing a larger, more powerful, and technologically advanced enemy, the need for sacrifice becomes
greater.  These perceptions coalesce into a single view that identifies India as an aggressive state that[49]
wants to conquer Pakistan.[50]

Moving beyond India, Pakistan’s sense of insecurity relates to the Durand Line and Afghanistan’s
reluctance to recognize it as a legal boundary between the two. Islamabad has historically sought to
ensure that a pro-Pakistani government reside in Kabul due to concerns that Afghanistan would seek to
establish a Pashtunistan–a Pashtun homeland. The border affects both countries, leading to legal, ethnic,
military, geopolitical, and religious problems. It also involves an array of actors ranging from the
policymakers, military and security services personnel to local tribes people, in addition to smugglers and
businesspeople.[51]

Enormous cross-border interest and cross-border activity due to the history and nature of the
Afghan-Pakistan border has made the Pakistani government increasingly wary of what occurs on the
Afghan side and how it impacts the Pakistani side of the border. For this reason, in addition to concerns
regarding the Durand Line, another major worry is Baluchistan. This key province is located in southwest
Pakistan, which is poorly inhabited but is of major economic and strategic importance for Pakistan.[52]
When military campaigns were launched to subdue a Baluchi uprising, the Baluchis retreated to
neighboring Afghanistan and continued fighting. Once Zia al-Haq decided to support the Afghan mujahidin
, many of them used Baluchistan and to conduct the jihad against the Soviet Union and the People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanistan (PDPA).

 

PAKISTANI EDUCATION AND ISLAM: IS IT A THREAT?

 

Two common perceptions exist with respect to education in Pakistan. The first views Pakistani education
as limited, anti-Western, -dominated, and perpetually broken. From this, there is the assumptionmadrasa
that the education is anti-Western, anti-India, anti-Hindu, and pro-jihad.  A second assumption is that[53]
there is tremendous under-investment in the education sector, with private vendors–mainly of the
Islamic-orientation–filling the gap.  This position raises the notion that with more investment, Pakistan[54]
could have a non-Islamic education system, which would end the rise of Islamist radicalism.

These perceptions are given voice in the popular media, which often make assumptions that are not
quantifiable and also do not really portray how Pakistanis generally relate to Islam and to education. That
is, in Pakistan one can be religious without being militant, especially as evidence suggests that Pakistani
parents send their children to receive religious education but not to receive militant education.  Paul[55]
Rollier’s ethnographic study on Islam and mobile phone text messages is important because it shows how
texting helps promote Islam without seeking to advance militant or radical Islam. Rollier states, “Read at
home, in workshops or in the street and sometimes discussed amongst friends, texting divine and wise
words is perceived as being simultaneously a fashionable pastime and a virtuous, spiritually rewarding
endeavour with salutary effects for society at large.”  Thus, in reality parents seek religious education[56]
because they want their children to know Islam since Islam is part of Pakistani society.
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Second, since the 1990s and certainly following September 11, consecutive Pakistani governments have
arguably worked hard to reform the curriculum and discourage such radical Islamist sentiments.[57]
Ultimately, the relationship between the state, the education system, and Islam exists in various forms,
and the relationship is constantly changing because Pakistani society changes as a reaction to what takes
place in Pakistan, South Asia, and the world. The government’s commitment to education is either
because the government feels the need to improve the level and quality of education and to make sure
Pakistan can compete in the world  or because greater international attention is placed on this sector.[58]
Alternatively, greater emphasis has been placed on education because Pakistanis increasingly recognize
the value of a good education.  Ultimately, it is increasingly argued the reason many Pakistani children[59]
are not in school is because of poor school facilities (Things such as a lack of toilets would discourage
parents from sending their children to school, especially girls.), bad locations (Parents are reluctant for
their children, particularly girls, to walk a long way to get to a school); and poor education experiences,
such as no teachers in the school.[60]

Since September 11, it is clear that investment in education in Pakistan has increased, as the state and
people seek to address the different demands and needs of the population. Concomitantly, the discourse
between Pakistan and the international community regarding education has also changed. Initially,
intolerant religious education in Pakistan was viewed as the norm.  This view has become increasingly[61]
less pervasive due to research on the subject.  Yet it is also important to recognize that the Pakistani[62]
education system is very complex and intricate, which is why the approach is largely descriptive.

Education in Pakistan is federal and provincial coupled with private vendors who also provide educational
services, in order to address Pakistan’s literacy levels.  The structure of the Pakistani education system[63]
mirrors a number of Western models, in that Pakistan has a pre-school level designed for children
between the ages of three to five. The next level of education is primary, which is normally five years
(grades 1 to 5). Secondary education is also five years long (grades 6-10). Upon completing secondary
school, children enter what is referred to as intermediate or higher secondary education (grades 11-12).

 Some students receive both a state (government schools) and private (religious instruction)[64]
education. This may explain why increasingly “…efforts have been made to mould the subject curriculum
in accordance with our [Pakistan’s] ideological, moral and cultural values as well as our national
requirements in the fields of science, technology, medicine, engineering and agriculture, etc.”[65]

At the top of the public education system, meaning government-run schools, is the Ministry of Education.
Its mandate is to formulate the national education system, though the provinces also develop their own
education plans, which are carried out according to the province’s resources.  State education begins[66]
with elementary (grades 1-8). The next level is secondary education, which is four years long (grades
9-12), followed by tertiary education (higher education, which is available after 12 years of schooling).[67]
When dealing with government schools, the curriculum is the responsibility of the Ministry of Education,
though each province has a curriculum bureau or center.

In theory, there is consultation between the provinces and the ministry, with the curriculum being issued
by the National Curriculum Review Committee, which should mean a uniform curriculum for each subject.
In reality, due to different textbooks and resources, subjects may vary across Provincial Textbook Boards
(PTB).  Beyond regional variations, government schools are run by the district government and follow[68]
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the federal government’s prescribed curriculum. In these schools, the primary language of instruction is
Urdu, though in rare cases a local language may be included. All schools tend to include Islamic studies
as part of their regular course of studies.[69]

When it comes to private schools, many are not registered with the state nor do they receive support from
the government. During the first two decades following its establishment, Pakistan had a vibrant private
education sector–a legacy of British colonialism. In 1962, Ayub Khan, as part of his reform program,
provincialized the education system, entrusting the provincial governments with the management and the
financing of schools. In 1972, Bhutto oversaw the nationalization of private schools, which Zia al-Haq
reversed in the early 1980s. This inspired a growth in the private education sector, with enrolment in
private primary schools reaching around 28 percent by 2009.[70]

Private schools in Pakistan can refer to schools in which English is the language of instruction or to
religious schools. Religious schools include the , a small room or two affiliated with a particularmadaris
mosque or to  schools, large established institutions with possible boarders. The latter adhere tomadrasa
a more general syllabus, which include religious subjects, whereas the former is solely concerned with
religious instruction. Children may attend these either as full-time students or on a part-time basis to learn
the Koran.  Madrasa schools are associated with one of the five religious education boards and are[71]
therefore sectarian in orientation. The texts tend to reflect a specific Islamic tradition. Reliable data
regarding the number of such schools and the sources of their funding (especially the madaris) is difficult
to find. Some believe madrasas receive substantial funding from foreign powers, a legacy of the Zia
al-Haq administration and the Afghan jihad. The language of instruction in madrasas is usually Urdu,
though those located along the Afghan border also use Pashto. There is a special emphasis on learning
Arabic and Persian as well.[72]

The Pakistani government has sought to address the overall madrasa phenomenon through registration
and reform. In 2003, the government initiated a three-year program costing $220 million to introduce
secular subjects in madrasas. The plan included financial incentives to the madrasas’ management,
including money for teachers’ salaries, textbooks, stationery, computers, and furniture.  To that end,[73]
the madrasa challenge refers to the way the international community has come to view these institutions,
often identifying them as hotbed of militancy, radicalism, and jihad as well as a part of a larger network of
Islamic conservative movements that rejects Western values, seeks to encourage more mujahidin, and
preys on the poor.  However, studies on Pakistani education seem to reject this view. They assert that[74]
overall, mainstream madrasas are very unlikely to promote “ideological extremism and hatred.”  A[75]
study by Anna Cockcroft et al. of madrasa enrollment among 53,960 representative households helped
dispel some of the myths surrounding this type of education, though the study recognized that enrollment
in these institutions has increased. The researchers argued that among those parents sending their
children to madrasas, the issue of poverty was subservient, as many government schools provide
incentives such as free oil, flour, uniforms, and a stipend for girls to attend government schools. The key
issue is that parents want their children–boys and girls–to receive an Islamic education. Ensuring their
children know Islam and be good Muslims is seen as part of a parental obligation.[76]

In sum, the Pakistani education system continues to mystify and confound, as it is clear that without an
effective system, Pakistan could not escape the quicksand of its history and poor political leadership.
Attempts at addressing the shortcomings of the education system have begun by recognizing the levels of
illiteracy, gender inequality, and the poor quality of teachers in the public education system.[77]
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CONCLUSION

There are concerns that Pakistan will succumb to a radical Islamist coup d’état, thus giving these
extremists access to military weapons.  For this reason, education and demand for education reforms[78]
affect much of the discourse between Pakistan and the international community. Many studies, whether
focusing on government schools or private religious schools, indicate the concern that Pakistan’s
education sector is a breeding ground for Islamist radicalism is exaggerated.

The public education system appears to be changing as governments seeks to address decades of
neglect and abuse.  More money and effort is being direct toward this sector. However, in a country[79]
where corruption is rife and standards are difficult to enforce, this is a herculean task. This may explain
why parents choose to send their children to private schools or seek to augment their children’s education.

Themselves highly religious, Pakistanis generally want their children to receive a religious education. The
trick, of course, is what kind of Islam is being taught. If it is revolutionary Islamism, as is so often true, this
becomes a factor radicalizing the country.  The international community, a major proponent for[80]
educational reform in Pakistan is slowly realizing that Islam and Pakistan have a unique relationship. The
reality is that Pakistan has several major security concerns, many of which may not be rational and which
unscrupulous individuals manipulate in their quest to power (whether on a national, provincial, or local
level). If Pakistan is to address these issues, it must continue to invest in its education system as a means
to promote domestic harmony.

 

*Dr. Isaac Kfir is a Visiting Scholar at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and the College of Law, Syracuse
University. He is also a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute for National Security and Counterterrorism
(INSCT).
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