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Nezar AlSayyad is a professor of architecture, planning and urban history
and chair of the Center for Middle Eastern Studies at the University of California,
Berkeley. He is president of the International Association for the Study of
Traditional Environments and has published fourteen books, including Muslim
Europe or Euro-Islam (2002), Urban Informality (2004), The End of Tradition (2005),
Cinematic Urbanism (2006), The Fundamentalist City? (2010) and Cairo: Histories of a
City (2011).

Marc Angélil is a professor and senior dean in the Department of Architecture
at the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich). His research at the
Institute of Urban Design of the City and Landscape Network (NSL) addresses the
development of large metropolitan regions. He also conducts research at the Future
of Cities Laboratory in Singapore. He is the author of several books, including
Deviations, on methods of teaching, Indizien [Evidence], on the political economy
of contemporary urban territories, and Cities of Change: Addis Ababa, on urban
poverty. He recently coedited Building Brazil!, about proactive attempts to upgrade
urban slum settlements. He completed his doctoral dissertation at ETH Zurich and
taught at Harvard University and at the University of Southern California. He was
formerly a board member of the Holcim Foundation for Sustainable Construction

and currently leads an architectural practice based in Zurich and Los Angeles.

Guruduth Banavar is vice president and chief technology officer of IBM’s
global-public-sector business. He is responsible for providing technical leadership
across the sector with a particular focus on the company’s smart-cities initiatives,
such as the one in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. He previously directed an IBM Research
lab in India, having created its Bangalore branch, and served as chief technologist
for India and South Asia. Earlier, Banavar worked at IBM’s Thomas J. Watson
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Research Center in New York, which he joined in 1995 after obtaining his PhD in
computer science from the University of Utah. He has published over forty articles,
obtained more than twenty-five U.S. patents, chaired major international technical
conferences and workshops and served on PhD committees at major U.S. universi-
ties. Banavar is an elected member of the IBM Academy of Technology and serves
on advisory boards of international governmental, educational and industrial

organizations.

Ricky Burdett is a professor of urban studies at the London School of
Economics and Political Science (LSE) and is director of the LSE Cities and the
Urban Age program. He is also a global distinguished professor at New York
University. From 2001 to 2006, he was an architectural advisor to the mayor of
London. He served as chief advisor on architecture and urbanism for the London
2012 Olympics and now advises the Olympic Legacy Park Company. In addition to
his research, Burdett has curated numerous exhibitions including “Global Cities”
at Tate Modern, and served as director of the 2006 Venice Biennale for architec-
ture and chairman of the jury for the 2007 Mies van der Rohe Prize. He is an
architectural advisor to the cities of Genova and Parma and is a member of the
Milan Expo 2015 steering committee. He is a coauthor of The Endless City (2008).

Andrés Cadena is a director of McKinsey & Company in Bogota, Colombia.
He works mostly with Latin American institutions in the public sector as well as
with financial and consumer-goods companies, and has led more than 250 engage-
ments in the past decade on topics such as strategy and corporate finance. He
earned a bachelor’s degree in industrial engineering from Universidad de los Andes
and an MBA from the University of Rochester.

Zachary Craun is currently a master’s-degree candidate in architecture and
urban design at Columbia University’s Graduate School of Architecture, Planning
and Preservation, where he is also a teaching assistant. Previously, he was a project
designer at Schwartz/Silver Architects and taught advanced architectural studios
at the Boston Architectural College, where he received the Jon Worthington Ames
Scholarship to study refurbishment practices and policies in Spain and Portugal.

Richard Dobbs is a director of the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI) and a
director of McKinsey & Company in Seoul, South Korea. He has led MGI research
initiatives on urbanization, global capital supply and demand and reserve curren-
cies. Prior to leading MGI, Richard co-led McKinsey’s Corporate Finance practice,
where he was also responsible for research and development. He is a coauthor of
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Value, the Four Cornerstones of Corporate Finance, which was published in November
2010. His work has appeared in several books and publications, including Valuation:
Measuring and Managing the Value of Companies, Korea 2020: Global Perspectives for the
Next Decade, the Financial Times and the Wall Street Journal. He received a BA in
engineering, economics and management at the University of Oxford. He also
holds an MBA from the Stanford Graduate School of Business, where he was a
Fulbright Scholar.

Ester R. Fuchs is a professor of public affairs and political science at Columbia
University and the director of the Urban and Social Policy program at Columbia’s
School of International and Public Affairs. She served as special advisor for gov-
ernance and strategic planning under New York City mayor Michael Bloomberg.
Fuchs was also appointed by Mayor Bloomberg to serve as chair of the 2005 NYC
Charter Revision Commission. She was the first woman to serve in this capacity.
She continues to serve on the NYC Economic Opportunity Commission, the
Workforce Investment Board, the Sustainability Advisory Board and the NYC
Commission on Women’s Issues. She has been the recipient of grants from the
Wallace, Guggenheim and Ford Foundations, the Greater London Enterprise and
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. She is the author of
Mayors and Money: Fiscal Policy in New York and Chicago. Fuchs is a frequent political
commentator in print, broadcast and new media and lectures internationally on

urban politics and governance.

Joan C. Henderson is an associate professor at Nanyang Technological
University in Singapore, where she has taught at the Nanyang Business School
since 1997. She currently teaches in the tourism and hospitality-management
program within the Division of Marketing and International Business. Prior to
moving to Singapore, she lectured in the United Kingdom on travel and tourism
after periods of employment in the public and private-tourism sectors. She com-
pleted her PhD at the University of Edinburgh, and her thesis was on the subject of
social tourism. She also holds an MSc in tourism and an honors BSc(Econ) degree
in politics and history. Her research interests are wide and include select aspects
of tourism in the Asia-Pacific region.

Rem Koolhaas is a cofounder of OMA, the Office for Metropolitan
Architecture. He also heads the research division of the firm, AMO, which oper-
ates in areas beyond the realm of architecture, such as media, politics, renewable
energy and fashion. Koolhaas graduated from the Architectural Association in
London. He is the author of Delirious New York (1978) and S,M,L,XL (1995) and
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has won several international awards, including the Pritzker Architecture Prize in
2000 and the Golden Lion for Lifetime Achievement at the 2010 Venice Biennale.
Koolhaas is a professor in practice of architecture and urban design at the Harvard
University Graduate School of Design, where he conducted the Harvard Project
on the City.

Richard C. Longworth is a senior fellow at the Chicago Council on Global
Affairs and a former distinguished visiting scholar at DePaul University. He is the
author of the book, Caught in the Middle: America’s Heartland in the Age of Globalism
(Bloomsbury USA, 2008), which describes the impact of globalization on the
Midwest. He writes and hosts “The Midwesterner,” a blog on the website of the
Chicago Council’s Global Midwest Initiative at www.globalchicago.org. Longworth
joined the Council in 2003 as executive director of its Global Chicago Center after
a career in journalism. For twenty years, Longworth was a foreign correspondent
for the Chicago Tribune and United Press International and was the Tribune’s chief
European correspondent. He has reported from eighty countries on five continents.
Longworth is the author of Global Squeeze, one of the first books on globalization,
and of a MacArthur Foundation report, “Global Chicago,” which led to the founda-
tion of the Global Chicago Center. He is also coauthor of Global Chicago (University
of Illinois Press, 2004). He has been an adjunct professor of international relations
at Northwestern University and a regular lecturer at Columbia University, and is a
mentor at the Harris School at the University of Chicago.

Mejgan Massoumi is a research associate and manager of the Center for
Middle Eastern Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. She is an urban
planner who earned degrees in architecture and city planning from the University
of California, Berkeley. She is coeditor of the books Urban Diversity: Space, Culture
and Inclusive Pluralism in Cities Worldwide (2010) and The Fundamentalist City?
(2010).

Rahul Mehrotra is an architect, scholar, educator and author. He is currently
a professor of urban design and chair of the Department of Urban Planning and
Design at Harvard University’s Graduate School of Design. Mehrotra is also the
founder of RMA Architects, with offices in Mumbai and Boston, and a founding
member of the Indian Institute of Human Settlements, an urban design and plan-
ning school in Bangalore, India that commenced its teaching program in 2011.

Antanas Mockus was the mayor of Bogotd, Colombia from 1995 to 1997 and
from 2001 to 2003. Prior to his political career, Mockus served as the president of
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the National University of Colombia in Bogota from 1991 to 1993, was vice presi-
dent from 1998 to 1991 and has held various teaching positions since 1975. He
has been invited to be a visiting scholar at various institutions including Harvard
University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government and the University of Oxford.
He is currently the director of the Federici Group at the National University of
Colombia. His more current research examines the relationship between the law,
morality and culture.

Jaana Remes is a senior fellow at the McKinsey Global Institute (MGI). Since
2003, Remes has co-led MGI’s research on productivity and competitiveness. Her
most recent research sheds light on the patterns of global urban growth through
the lens of MGI’s Global Cityscope database of two thousand cities. Remes also
leads MGI’s research agenda on energy, with a focus on understanding the micro-
economic underpinnings of the growing global demand for energy and the oppor-
tunity to reduce demand growth through higher energy productivity. She advises
global business and government leaders on related topics and frequently contrib-
utes to policy debates through articles and conference presentations. Prior to
joining MGI, Remes was a consultant on McKinsey corporate finance and strategy
projects in the United States and Mexico. She has a PhD in applied economics
from Stanford University and a master’s degree in economics and philosophy from
the University of Helsinki, Finland.

Xuefei Ren is an assistant professor of sociology and global urban studies at
Michigan State University and a fellow at the Woodrow Wilson International
Center for Scholars in Washington, DC. Her research interests involve urban
governance, international development, state transformations, cultural industries,
architecture and the built environment. She has published widely on urban devel-
opment issues in journals such as the International Journal of Urban and Regional
Research, City and Community, Journal of Urban Affairs, CITY and Built Environment.
Her new book, Building Globalization: Transnational Architecture Production in Urban
China (University of Chicago Press, 2011) closely scrutinizes the growing phenom-
enon of transnational architecture and its profound effect on the development of
urban spaces. Her next book, Urban China, Gilded Age (Polity Press, forthcoming)
offers a comprehensive review and an original analysis of urban social change in
China over the reform era, covering topics such as governance, landscape, migra-
tion, inequality and cultural economy. Her current research compares changing
urban governance in China and India.
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Jeffrey D. Sachs is the director of the Earth Institute, Quetelet professor
of sustainable development and professor of health policy and management at
Columbia University. He currently serves as special advisor to Secretary-General
Ban Ki-moon at the United Nations. From 2002 to 2006, he was director of the UN
Millennium Project and special advisor to UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan on
the Millennium Development Goals. He is an internationally renowned economist
and has served as an advisor to governments in Latin America, Eastern Europe,
the former Soviet Union, Asia and Africa, as well as to international organizations
like the IMF, the World Bank, the OECD and the World Health Organization,

among many others.

Octavio Sanchez Barrientos is a lawyer and is chief of staff to Honduran
president Porfirio Lobo Sosa. He is currently overseeing Honduras’s charter-city
initiative. He was a former advisor to President Ricardo Rodolfo Maduro Joest
from 2002 to 2005 and was minister of culture from 2005 to 2006.

Saskia Sassen is the Robert S. Lynd professor of sociology and cochair of
the Committee on Global Thought at Columbia University. Her recent books are
Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global Assemblages (Princeton University
Press, 2008), A Sociology of Globalization (W. W. Norton, 2007) and the fourth fully
updated edition of Cities in a World Economy (Sage, 2012). She is also the author of
The Global City (Princeton University Press, 1991, with a revised edition published
in 2001). Her books have been translated into over twenty languages. She is the
recipient of diverse awards and citations, ranging from multiple doctor honoris
causa degrees to named lectureships to being selected as one of the Top 100 Global
Thinkers of 2011 by Foreign Policy magazine. Details of her work may be found at

www.saskiasassen.com.

Cary Siress is an architect and senior researcher at the Future of Cities
Laboratory in Singapore. He has served as a guest professor at the Technical
University in Munich and the Graduate School of Architecture at the University of
Nanjing in China. Following graduate studies in architecture and urban design at
Columbia University in New York, he was involved in teaching and research at the
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology (ETH Zurich), where he completed his doc-
toral dissertation on the impact of psychoanalysis on urban discourse in the late
twentieth century. He was a tenured faculty member in architecture and theory at
the School of Arts, Culture, and Environment at the University of Edinburgh and
is founding editor of the journal Architecture &, based in the United Kingdom. He
is the author of numerous essays on the political economy of urban territories and
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collaborated with Marc Angélil and Julia Varas on the book Archipelagos: A Manual
for Peripheral Buenos Aires (2010).

Nada Tarbush is a Swiss national of Palestinian origin. She is a graduate
student in the dual master’s-degree program in international affairs between
Sciences Po Paris and Columbia University’s School of International and Public
Affairs. She obtained her bachelor’s degree in philosophy, politics and economics
from the University of Oxford.
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