
Sven Behrendt is managing director of GeoEconomica, a political risk man-
agement firm providing analysis at the intersection of global economics and 
geopolitics. His recent research focuses on the rise of sovereign wealth funds as 
a prominent global investor class. He served in various analytical and managerial 
roles at the Bertelsmann Group on Policy Research, the World Economic Forum 
and the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. During his international 
career, Behrendt led several research and thought-leadership programs on geo-
political trends, global macro risks and the extractive industries. He is a regular 
commentator on global economics and international relations. His main publica-
tions include The Secret Israeli-Palestinian Negotiations in Oslo: Their Success and Why 
the Process Ultimately Failed and the coedited volume Bound to Cooperate: Europe and 
the Middle East. Behrendt holds a PhD in international relations and a Master in 
Public Administration degree from the University of Konstanz, Germany. He is a 
member of the International Institute for Strategic Studies.

Mohamed ElBaradei is an Egyptian-born lawyer who headed the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) from 1997 to 2009. In conjunction with the IAEA, 
he won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2005 for his efforts to ensure the peaceful use of 
nuclear energy. He holds a bachelor of laws from Cairo University and a doctorate 
in international law from New York University. He recently authored The Age of 
Deception: Nuclear Diplomacy in Treacherous Times. When ElBaradei returned to Egypt 
in 2009 after completing his third term as director general of the IAEA, he received 
calls urging him to challenge President Hosni Mubarak in the 2011 elections but 
agreed to run only if free and fair elections could be assured. He then directed his 
political ambitions toward creating the National Association for Change (NAC) in 
February 2010. NAC aims to unite Egypt’s various opposition groups, including 
the Muslim Brotherhood, and ElBaradei emerged as a leading opposition figure 
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during the January revolution that led to Mubarak’s ouster. ElBaradei announced 
on 9 March 2011 that he would run for president in November if constitutional 
reforms are enacted that allow free, fair and representative elections.

Natasha M. Ezrow is an associate professor at the University of Essex, where 
she directs the International Development Studies Program and teaches courses on 
international development, international relations and the politics of the Middle 
East, Latin America and Africa. She specializes in authoritarian politics and has 
been teaching for over ten years in the United States, the Netherlands and the 
United Kingdom. She coordinated several UN International Student Conferences 
in Amsterdam, the largest model-UN conferences in the Netherlands. Ezrow  
published two books in 2011, both with coauthor Erica Frantz: The Politics of 
Dictatorship and Dictators and Dictatorships. Her work has been presented at the con-
ferences of the American Political Science Association and the Midwest Political 
Science Association. She has been featured as an analyst on BBC World, BBC 
News, the BBC Breakfast show, BBC East, BBC Radio and Globo News Brazil. She 
holds a PhD in political science from the University of California at Santa Barbara 
(2002).

Sofia Fenner is a PhD student in the Department of Political Science at the 
University of Chicago. She holds a master’s degree in social sciences from the 
University of Chicago (2008) and a bachelor’s degree from Yale University. Her 
current research analyzes trajectories of political crises under authoritarianism 
with a focus on the Middle East and Southeast Asia. Her previous work focused on 
Hamas, the Egyptian opposition group Kefaya and various Iraqi Shiite organiza-
tions. She is involved in efforts to facilitate cross-cultural exchange and coopera-
tion between the Middle East and the United States. 

Erica Frantz is a political scientist whose research interests intersect compara-
tive politics and international relations, with a specialty in authoritarian politics 
and interstate crises. She is an assistant professor at Bridgewater State University 
and previously worked as a political analyst at the Institute for Physical Sciences, 
a research-oriented think tank. As an analyst, Frantz formulated strategies for pre-
conflict management in potential crisis zones and examined political developments 
in areas of U.S. national security interest. She coauthored two books in 2011, both 
with Natasha Ezrow, The Politics of Dictatorship and Dictators and Dictatorships, and 
wrote two book chapters on authoritarian politics, forthcoming in 2012. Frantz 
currently consults on a project funded by the National Science Foundation to 
develop a data set coding authoritarian regimes and their time horizons, scheduled 
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to be released in 2012. She received a PhD in political science from the University 
of California at Los Angeles in 2008. 

Wei Jingsheng is a world-renowned Chinese activist. He spent eighteen years 
in jail for publishing several prodemocracy essays in 1978 during a brief period of 
liberalization in China known as the Beijing Spring. Wei wrote prolifically during 
his time in prison, and his writings were eventually compiled and published in The 
Courage to Stand Alone in 1997. He is the recipient of numerous awards, including 
the Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought and the Robert F. Kennedy Human 
Rights Award, both in 1996. He has been nominated over a dozen times for the 
Nobel Peace Prize, most recently in 2009. He now resides in Washington, DC, 
where he founded and chairs the Overseas Chinese Democracy Coalition and the 
Asia Democracy Alliance.

Mehdi Khalaji is a senior fellow at the Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy focusing on the politics of Iran and Shiite groups in the Middle East. Prior 
to his work at the Washington Institute, he was a political analyst and producer for 
BBC Persian and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty. Khalaji is a scholar of Islamic 
studies and was trained in the seminaries of Qom, Iran in theology and jurispru-
dence for fourteen years. He then studied Shiite theology and exegesis in Paris 
at L’École Pratique des Hautes Études. Khalaji is the author of several books. His 
most recent book, The New Order of the Clerical Establishment in Iran, written in Farsi, 
was published in 2010. His forthcoming book is A Political Biography of Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei, Iran’s Supreme Leader.

Ivan Krastev is a founding member of the European Council on Foreign 
Relations, the board chairman at the Centre of Liberal Strategies in Sofia, Bulgaria 
and a permanent fellow at the Institut für die Wissenschaften vom Menschen 
(Institute for Human Sciences) in Vienna. His recent publications include The Anti-
American Century (coeditor, 2007) and Shifting Obsessions: Three Essays on the Politics 
of Anticorruption (2004).

Johan Lagerkvist is a senior research fellow at the Swedish Institute of 
International Affairs (UI) in Stockholm. He holds a PhD in Chinese from Lund 
University. His main research interests include Internet politics and China’s media 
system, state-society relations and Chinese foreign policy vis-à-vis other devel-
oping countries, especially African states. He is currently working on two research 
projects: “Challenging State Power in China: The Formation of New Citizen 
Norms in Emerging Civil Society,” which is funded by the Swedish Research 
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Council, and “China in Africa: ‘New’ South-South Cooperation and the Issue of 
State Sovereignty,” funded by the Bank of Sweden. Lagerkvist has published peer-
reviewed articles in journals such as Peace Review, Journal of Contemporary China, 
Journal of Contemporary African Studies, China: An International Journal and China 
Information. His most recent book is After the Internet, Before Democracy: Competing 
Norms in Chinese Media and Society (2010). 

Samantha Libby is a first-year master’s student at Columbia University’s 
School of International and Public Affairs (SIPA) specializing in human rights 
and media and advocacy. She received her BFA with honors for playwriting from 
the New York University Tisch School of the Arts. Productions and readings of 
her full-length works have been held in Dublin, Ireland and New York. After 
graduating in 2009, she moved to Vietnam where she worked at the Bui Gallery 
for two years. While at the gallery, she also worked as a freelance journalist in 
Cambodia, Laos and Indonesia, where she documented the indigenous people of 
East Kalimantan and West Papua. She is the content editor and blogger for the 
world’s largest local, sustainable travel network, World Hotel Link. She is also the 
lead editor for arts and culture for SIPA’s newspaper, Communiqué. Her most recent 
project is supporting arms-trafficking expert Kathi Austin while covering the 
Viktor Bout trial in New York.

Oleg Manaev is the founding professor in the Department of Social 
Communication at the Belarusian State University, where he has taught for over 
twenty years, and has also held visiting professorships at universities in the United 
States, Canada, Brazil and Europe. While teaching in Belarus, he established the 
Independent Institute of Socio-Economic and Political Studies (IISEPS) and the 
Belarusian Association of Think Tanks (BTT). He has authored dozens of articles 
and eighteen books, including, most recently, Belarus and Wider Europe: Quest for 
Geo-Political Self Identification and Emerging of Civil Society in Independent Belarus: 
Sociological Experiences 2006–2010. After the Belarusian Supreme Court closed 
both IISEPS and BTT, he taught for two years as visiting professor at the School 
of Journalism and Electronic Media at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville 
with support from the U.S. Scholar Rescue Fund. A member of the American 
Political Science Association, he holds a PhD in sociology from the Belarusian 
State University. 

Natalie Manayeva is a PhD student at the College of Communication and 
Information at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville, where she received a mas-
ter’s degree in journalism and electronic media in 2010. Her research interests are 
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political communication and the role of the media in shaping public opinion, with 
a focus on postcommunist states. A member of the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research, she has published several papers in peer-reviewed journals and 
presented at U.S. and international conferences. She holds a bachelor’s degree from 
the Belarusian State University’s School of Information and Communication. For 
several years she worked as a research assistant at the Independent Institute of 
Socio-Economic and Political Studies in Minsk, Belarus.

Eldred V. Masunungure teaches political science in the Department of 
Political and Administrative Studies at the University of Zimbabwe. He is a grad-
uate of both the University of Zimbabwe and the School of Public Administration 
at Dalhousie University in Canada. His major research interests include civil-
military relations, public opinion and election studies, civil society and democratic 
transitions. He has written extensively on these subjects and edited Defying the 
Winds of Change: Zimbabwe’s 2008 Elections (2009). He is currently working on 
several book projects about Zimbabwe’s political transition.

Eusebio Mujal-León is a professor and former chair of the Department of 
Government at Georgetown University where he also directs the Cuba XXI Project. 
A specialist in Latin American and European politics, he is currently working on 
a book-length project about political change in Cuba. He is the author of several 
books and numerous articles on subjects ranging from transitions to democracy in 
Spain and Portugal to the role of the Socialist International in the Third World. 
Mujal-León is codirector of the master’s program in democracy and governance 
as well as the master’s program in development management, which are jointly 
conducted by Georgetown University and Universidad Nacional de San Martín 
(Argentina). Mujal-León was awarded the title of Caballero in the Order of Isabel la 
Católica in 1990. He received his JD from the Catholic University of America and 
his PhD in political science from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

B. R. Myers was born in Ft. Dix, New Jersey, and grew up in Bermuda, South 
Africa and Germany. He graduated with a doctorate in Korean studies from the 
University of Tübingen (Germany) before working for several years in the car 
industry in China. Myers moved to South Korea in 2001 and now directs the 
Department of International Studies at Dongseo University in the port city of 
Busan. His academic specialty is North Korea’s ideology and propaganda. Myers 
also writes literary criticism for the American magazine The Atlantic, of which he is 
a contributing editor. His books are Han Sorya and North Korean Literature (1994), 
A Reader’s Manifesto (2002) and The Cleanest Race (2010).
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Utz J. Pape studied philosophy in Germany and completed a PhD program 
in computational biology at the International Max Planck Research School. He 
worked as a research fellow at Harvard University for one year, conducting cancer 
research in molecular genetics. He was involved in the functional analysis of a new 
DNA modification, which was published in two articles in Nature. Seeking more 
practical relevance, he decided to pursue a Master of Public Affairs in the dual-
degree program at the London School of Economics and Columbia University’s 
School of International and Public Affairs, which he will complete in May 2012.

Dan Slater is an associate professor in the Department of Political Science 
at the University of Chicago. His book manuscript examining how divergent 
historical patterns of contentious politics have shaped variation in state power 
and authoritarian durability in seven Southeast Asian countries, entitled Ordering 
Power: Contentious Politics and Authoritarian Leviathans in Southeast Asia, was pub-
lished in the Cambridge Studies in Comparative Politics series in 2010. He is also 
a coeditor of Southeast Asia in Political Science: Theory, Region, and Qualitative Analysis 
(2008), which assesses the contributions of Southeast Asian political studies to 
theoretical knowledge in comparative politics. His published articles can be found 
in disciplinary journals such as the American Journal of Political Science, American 
Journal of Sociology, Comparative Politics, Comparative Political Studies, International 
Organization and Studies in Comparative International Development, as well as more 
area-oriented journals such as Indonesia, Kyoto Review of Southeast Asia and Taiwan 
Journal of Democracy. He has recently received four best-article awards and two best-
paper awards from various organized sections of the American Political Science 
Association and American Sociological Association.

Alastair Smith is a professor of politics at New York University. His recent publi-
cations include The Dictator’s Handbook (coauthor, 2011), Punishing the Prince (coauthor, 
2008) and The Logic of Political Survival (coauthor, 2003). He received his doctorate from 
the University of Rochester and his Bachelor of Arts from the University of Oxford. 

Sean Turnell is a former senior analyst at the Reserve Bank of Australia who 
is a renowned expert on Myanmar and its economy. He has been an advisor to 
government, multilateral development agencies, various international NGOs and 
has testified on Myanmar before U.S. congressional committees. He is the author 
of numerous academic papers on Myanmar and has been a contributor to publi-
cations such as the Wall Street Journal and the Financial Times, as well as being a 
regular commentator on Myanmar for the BBC World Service, Radio Free Asia, the 
Voice of America, Radio Australia and other broadcasters. His book on Myanmar’s  
monetary history, Fiery Dragons: Banks, Moneylenders and Microfinance in Burma, 
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is published by the Nordic Institute of Asian Studies. Currently at Macquarie 
University in Sydney, Turnell has been a visiting fellow at the University of 
Cambridge, Cornell University and the Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced 
International Studies at Johns Hopkins University.

Teresa Wright received her bachelor’s degree in political science at Santa Clara 
University and her master’s degree and PhD in political science at the University 
of California, Berkeley. She has been a professor of political science at California 
State University, Long Beach since 1996 and has been chair of the Department of 
Political Science since the fall of 2009. Wright also has worked as a visiting scholar 
at the Academia Sinica in Taiwan and the East-West Center in Honolulu. Her 
research focuses on East Asia (particularly China and Taiwan), protest and dissent 
and the relationship between capitalism and democracy. Her first book, The Perils 
of Protest: State Repression and Student Activism in China (University of Hawaii Press, 
2001), compares student strategy and behavior in the protest movements of 1989 
in China and 1990 in Taiwan. Her second book, Accepting Authoritarianism: State-
Society Relations in China’s Reform Era (Stanford University Press, 2010), examines 
the impact of economic liberalization and growth on popular political attitudes 
in China’s post-Mao era. Wright also has published articles in Comparative Politics, 
Communist and Post-Communist Studies, The China Quarterly and Asian Survey. In addi-
tion, she has published numerous chapters in edited volumes.

Dzmitry Yuran is a PhD student at the College of Communication and 
Information at the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. He holds a master’s degree 
in communication and information with a minor in political science from the UT 
School of Journalism and Electronic Media. His previous research examined the 
relationship between public confidence in social institutions and the media cov-
erage of these institutions in Belarus. He published several articles in peer-reviewed 
journals, including the International Journal of Market Research and the Baker Center 
Journal of Applied Public Policy, and is a member of the American Association for Public 
Opinion Research. Originally from Belarus, he graduated from the Belarusian State 
University with a bachelor’s degree in information and communication in 2008. 
 


