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This article examines the trajectory of 
Islamism as a modern phenomenon. 
It demonstrates that, having evolved 
under the in!uence of myriad 
political, intellectual and historical 
developments of the past two 
hundred years, the concept is still 
surrounded by various debates, 
movements, acts of violence, 
ideologies, policies and positions. 
Islamism also continues to be a 
signi"cant element in Turkey’s 
political and intellectual life as well. 
The article then engages several 
critical questions. Has Islamism 
reached its end? Is a new type of 
Islamism emerging? Is post-Islamism 
on the horizon. In response, the 
article argues that Islamism’s 
diversi"cation –as opposed to 
its end– leads the movement to 
survive as pluralities that result 
from structural changes stemming 
from global and plural modernities’ 
interaction with societies. In line with 
social and political organizations’ 
pursuit of violence, poverty, 
challenge, reconciliation and alliance, 
Islamism too is being plurally 
reconstructed.
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The Problem of De!ning 
Islamism: Reductionist and 
Exclusionary Interpretations
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The experience of extreme secularization 
and modernization excluded Islam from 
social life as the faith became deprived of 
its means of political representation and 
participation
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Islamism served as a platform upon 
which political and ideological demands 

could be formulated in response to 
exclusion
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The History of Islamism: Three 
Periods, Three Approaches
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Women pray at the "rst public mixed-gender Muslim prayer service in New York.
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Ittihad-i Islam
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Undergoing considerable change 
as a result of globalization and the 

emergence of alternate modernities, 
Islamism, particularly in Turkey, is 

currently in a process of shifting its ‘state 
problem’ from saving/establishing the 

state to transforming it
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Contemporary Con-
cepts and Orders
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Pattern of Ideology
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From Plural Modernities to Plural 
Islamisms

-

Thanks to the networks, risks, pluralities 
and representations engendered  
by global social relations Islamism  
moved away from a singular ideology 
and began to transform itself into a  
plural form
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Turkey’s transition to a pluralistic 
society as a result of globalization, its 

introduction to the market economy and 
its move toward democracy has entailed 

major consequences for Islamism
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Some Islamist intellectuals have situated 
the relationship between Islam and 
democracy in a positive context in 
order to develop a Muslim political 
identity based on a liberal-democratic 
perspective
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Islamists are currently in the process of 
altering their previous political positions, 
which were developed to counter 
repressive ideologies, such as Kemalism, 
Ba’athism and Nasserism
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THE MIDDLE EAST
12th Edition
Edited by Ellen Lust Yale University
Now in its twelfth edition, The Middle East continues to be the most comprehensive, 
balanced introduction to the region. This long trusted and time-tested resource has not 
only been updated for currency, but the scope of the book has also been thoughtfully 
modified to capture a more complex and complete picture of the Middle East.
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