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Since EU membership negotiations 
began in 2005, Turkey has faced 
a range of obstacles, which have 
led to an impasse in the talks. As 
a consequence, domestic reforms 
have slowed, support in the country 
has dropped as Turks have become 
increasingly disillusioned with the 
process, and trust between the two 
partners has been eroded. Moreover, 
all this has happened at a time when 
Turkey has become increasingly self-
con!dent and the EU is su"ering from 
an economic and political malaise. 
With an economy much stronger 
than a number of EU member 
states, and with Ankara playing an 
increasingly important role on the 
global stage, many Turks believe that 
Turkey is better o" staying outside 
the EU. In an e"ort to rebuild trust 
the EU has launched a “new positive 
agenda” that includes taking steps 
to implement visa liberalization, 
and a change in leadership in 
France has also increased hope in a 
improvement in relations.

ABSTRACT

Turkey’s EU Journey: What Next?

While there is no “easy” route 
to the EU, Turkey’s road has 
been the most complicated 

been built, the journey can be described 
as a story of misperceptions, misunder-

-
-

interested any more, remains an open 
question. 

-

for the last three years, to all intents and 
-

to this stalemate, it is the EU that must 
-

tion from a number of member states, 
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-
-

ters unnecessarily blocked. The lack of 

been compounded by the hurdle of the 
decades-old Cyprus problem, almost to-

-

-

policy, social policy and employment, 

-
marks. The competition chapter, for 

of full, non-discriminatory implemen-

-
fuses to open its harbors and airspace to 

the Turkish Cypriots in the 

Annan Plan referendum to 
reunite the island. Today the 

of Turkish Cypriots, remains 

opposition. 

Turkey’s Frustration

become patchy as Turkey has increas-

for Turkish membership in the EU has 

-

Turks have acquired a new sense of 
con!dence in contrast to the malaise 
plaguing the debt-ridden EU. The 
leverage the EU had in the early days over 
Turkey is no longer there
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-
kara feel the EU should listen to them. 

remember that Turkey’s relationship 
-

markets, the EU remains by far and 

and therefore if the EU is “sick” Turkey 

-
pact on Turkey.

-

-
-

jority, secular and democratic country. 
-
-

as they are today. This 
-

ner and interlocutor for the 
-

-

may describe Turkey as a “conduit” for 
-

issues, particularly those related to the 

doubt that the malaise in Turkey’s ac-

areas of cooperation.

The Challenges of 2012

-

-

-

-
ish membership. The former president, 

-
ible, and instead should accept a spe-

consequence of Sarkozy’s anti-Turkish 

-

Positive agenda is not supposed to 
replace the accession process but to 

complement it
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-
ment earlier this year. 

-
tance of Turkey both economically and 

-
Le Reve Fran-

cais
Turkey and the EU must be “fairly” 
pursued until their conclusion. The fact 

majority in the recent parliamentary 
elections, and that both prime minis-

-

number of chapters. 
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Members of the European Parliament hold placards in favor of the opening of membership talks with 
Turkey.

Turkey remains the only EU candidate 
country that does not have a visa-free 
regime with the EU
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-

-

A New Positive Agenda

-

-

-

accession process but to complement it.

-
-
-

interests. The EU has also promised to 
take steps to modernize and update its 

-

support both in Turkey and the EU.

Visa Liberalization

Without doubt, one of the most impor-

-

Turkey remains the only EU candidate 

-

-

-

a mandate from the European Council 

-

-

-
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-
erational, and if all sides meet their ob-

-
ment the reforms outlined in the action 

-
-

-
alization implemented much sooner, 

-

-
-

credibility of the EU.

Relaunching Reforms

There is also a need to intensify, deepen 

Ankara has talked more about reforms 
-

-
-

forms related to freedom of 

code of criminal procedures 
in the pipeline. The recent 

-
-

-

-
key needs to address the serious prob-
lem of broad interpretations by courts 

-

recent European Parliament resolution, 

It is Cyprus that remains the most 
signi!cant obstacle because the EU 
has made a solution to the decades-
old Cyprus problem a pre-condition for 
membership



TURKEY’S EU JOURNEY: WHAT NEXT?

31SUMMER 2012

-

-
-

fendants. The European Parliament has 
called upon the European Commission 

-

-
tution is crucial for Turkey’s democrati-

-

-

a democratic, participatory 
process remains essential if 

-

-

-

The Cyprus Issue

a number of hurdles still remain. While 
-

eral elections is important, it is Cyprus 
-

cle because the EU has made a solution 
to the decades-old Cyprus problem a 
pre-condition for membership. Interest-

-
-

-
munal federation, has also recently run 
out of steam. It had been hoped, per-

be found in time for a united Cyprus 
to take up the EU’s presidency. This 
has not happened. While not declared 

-
zen until after the Cypriot EU presiden-

This outcome has frustrated Turkish 

-

already members of the EU and enjoy 
seats in international bodies around the 

As a consequence of this frustration, 

Without the EU tool box, I doubt Turkey 
would have achieved the level of 

economic and foreign policy success it 
has today
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troops in Northern Cyprus and has con-
-

each year, has recently made a number 
-

-
lic of Northern Cyprus”.

-

that “our position on the presidency of 
-

continue, but none of the ministries, in-

Cypriot presidency.” 
The EU has been disappointed by 

-
-

a fundamental institutional feature of 

Lisbon. 
-

-

ranean. Turkey has claimed that some 
-

onto Turkey’s continental shelf, some-
-

Northern Cyprus. While the dispute is 
not likely to escalate into a military con-

-

-

natural resources.

What Next?

-
cess has been for Turkey. It has been 
a crucial tool in the democratization 
and modernization of the country. It 

-
dards and has been an un-
deniably crucial instrument 

freedoms in the political, so-
cial and economic transfor-
mation of Turkey in recent 

it has today. This is particularly the case 

-

The renewed e"orts to “reset and 
strengthen” relations with Turkey are 
evidence that the EU recognizes the 
importance of Turkey
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and on the brink of eco-
-

tainly no democratic role 
model or inspiration. 

Today Turkey still has 

democracy that needs to 
be supported and nurtured. 
The Turkish model is not a fait accom-

-

role that the EU plays in the country, 

important and crucial for the country.

-

the likelihood of Turkish membership. 

-

-
-

EU, or be any more likely to act on EU 

be dictated to by a union that is itself 

While clearly a number of EU mem-

happy if Turkey simply decided to “call 
it a day” on its membership talks, this 

-

the EU process also continues to act as 

reforms in certain areas of interest to 

its foot in the EU door.

Even though membership is no longer 
the foreign policy priority that Turkey’s 

leadership would have us believe, it is in 
Turkey’s bene!t to keep its foot in the  

EU door


