
 
 

73 
 

Received: 4 January 2012 Accepted: 6 April 2012 Published online: 15 June 2012 
Available on www.defenceandstrategy.eu doi: 10.3849/1802-7199.12.2012.01.073-078 

 

73-78. ISSN 1802-7199. DOI: 10.3849/1802-7199.12.2012.01.073-078.  
 

   
s  zemi? 

Ideological T ensions in the Ranks of Syrian Officers: 
the T rigger of Military C ircles T ransformation in the Country? 

 

Abstrakt 

p
tzv. 

lze v 

  
 zemi: 1) v   

  (tj. 
  

 
 

k d a odrazila 
se v  

 
 

Abstract  

Despite the research by some authors on the Syrian Arab Republic and its stand in the Middle East Region, 

country. The overall image that emerges not only from the Arab media during the revolutionary year 2011 is 
ambivalent: lazy, corrupt, unpatriotic, apathetic soldiers with poor fighting spirits versus the F ree Syrian Army 
newly formed in July 2011. This paper recovers some perspectives of the Syrian revolt and tries to answer, whether 
or whether not is the newly based military opposition in the country a real threat to the Assad regime. An analysis 
of historical background, Syrian veterans, relation between the official political doctrine and Islam brings new 
perspectives and own explanations that could even challenge some of the widely held assumptions about the Syrian 

as Isl
ranks, hurting the morale of the lower, but stronger Islamic ranks; 2) Doctrinal relations between the Syrian army 
and official religious authorities in the Muslim world have been always tense; and 3) The Syrian army would have 
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found the necessity of its own, inner transformation despite of the so-
suggests that the character of the Syrian national revolt may be intended to reflect a deeper ideological 
antagonism between the Sunni and Shia Islam. 
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