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C rystal ball of public opinion polls 
 
Like clockwork, the beginning of a new year heralds an irresistible urge to conduct polls in the 
hope of using them as blueprints for predictions about the future. One particular poll released by 
the Asahi Shimbun on Jan. 13 conducted in South Korea, Japan, and China was a joint 
collaboration by DongA Ilbo and Channel A TV of South Korea, and the Asahi Shimbun of Japan. 
Some 3,000 respondents from the three countries were asked: 
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- As long as 
Japan claims territorial sovereignty over Dokdo as a captive of its ill-advised understanding of 
history, future-oriented Korea-Japan relations will only remain blank pledges, and Japan will 

  
 
The debate over the Sea of Japan or the East Sea also reached a fever pitch, with a petition on the 
White House s website, We the People, calling for US government action on naming of the body 
of water. The website promises official response to any petition that receives more than 25,000 
signatures within 30 days; the petition, which was started on March 22, reached more than the 
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required quota within 15 days of posting. The initial petition was started by a Korean-American 
association in Virginia, showing the transcendent nature of bilateral disputes and the role of 
immigrant communities. Shortly thereafter, the International Hydrographic Organization (IHO) 
convened for its general assembly meeting in Monaco  the sole significance of which for the 
Korean media being that the name of the Sea of Japan/East Sea was on the agenda. After initial 
triumphant reports that Japan had failed in its bid to convince the IHO General Assembly to 
adopt the single entry in a new edition of Limits of Oceans and Seas (the standard reference for 
map production), the IHO officials decided to postpone publication of the new edition until a 
decision is made at its next meeting in 2017. The North Korean delegation to the IHO was also 
South Korea s ally on the cause, calling the sole use of Sea of Japan  a criminal act.  
 
Months ahead 
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Chronology of Japan-Korea Relations 
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Chief Cabinet Secretary Fujimura Osamu tells reporters that Japan will extend its 

sanctions against North Korea by a year. 
 
April 5, 2012: The Japan Times announces that Japan has completed its deployment of its 
ground-based Patriot Advanced Capability-3 (PAC-3
planned rocket launch.  
 
April 6, 2012: Japan releases its 2012 Diplomatic Bluebook, which garners severe protests from 
its Korean neighbor for reaffirming its territorial claims over the disputed islands. 
 
April 8, 2012: The ROK-China- na. 
Bilateral meetings preceded the three-way talks the day before. 
 
April 12, 2012: Roughly 800 Japanese gather at the constitutional government memorial near 
the National Diet Building to protest the issue of sovereignty over Dokdo/Takeshima. JoongAng 
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Daily reports that 
 

 
Apr . 13, 2012:  North Korea attempts to launch a satellite; the rocket carrying the satellite breaks 
apart within moments of launch.  
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