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Will these crops find a lucrative market post-peace? Photo: FERNANDO VERGARA/AP/CORBIS

The state needs to play a bigger role in the post-conflict
countryside.
Armed conflict and the presence of non-state armed actors harm both agricultural production and rural
households’ well-being, for at least two broad reasons. First, conflict disrupts economic activities by
hampering access to critical inputs and markets. As a result, producers may reduce or curtail planting
or harvesting. Second, rural producers face an unpredictable environment for making economic
decisions. Armed actors may “tax” producers, coerce them into growing particular crops (licit and
illicit) or require them to follow their rules regarding production and land use. In these cases, farmers
grow what will produce the least risk to their quality of life and safety.

Research has demonstrated a relationship between land use and the length of time a region has been
under armed occupation. Farmers modify land use the longer an area has been in a conflict zone, often
resulting in less productive yields. For example, evidence gathered from four rural micro-regions
indicates that in regions with at least one year of non-state armed actors’ presence, households use a
higher share of their land for pastureland, idle land and perennial crops (such as coffee, sugar cane
and fruits). Both pastures and perennials, which regenerate every year, are more suitable for regions
under conflict, since they require less attention from farmers.

When a conflict has lasted between one and three years, farmers return to a more balanced approach
between perennial crops and seasonals (such as vegetables, cereals and legumes). This equilibrium
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falls apart, however, if the conflict environment lasts seven years or longer. At that point, farmers
allocate more acreage to pasture and idle land, to the detriment of perennial crops, while overall land
use decreases. In effect, investment declines and greater emphasis is placed on less lucrative crops...
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