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War of words: Argentina's Vice President, Amado Boudou, right, holds a sign that reads "Clarin lies" next
to Secretary of Trade Guillermo Moreno in Buenos Aires. Photo: Natacha Pisarenko/AP

Argentina's 2009 media reforms.
For the past five years, Argentina’s current government and the Clarín Group, the country’s principal media
conglomerate, have been on a collision course.

President Cristina Fernández de Kirchner has denounced the group on national TV for having once been
“partners” with the military dictatorship and accused its executives of plotting against her. Meanwhile,
Clarín, the country’s most widely read newspaper (and the group’s most important media property) has
returned the favor with front-page denunciations of the government and scathing editorials, including one
calling an initiative to limit the number of broadcast licenses held by a single company a “gag order.”

The tensions between Fernández de Kirchner, now in the middle of her second presidential term, and
Argentina’s most powerful media group represent more than a personal quarrel. Triggered by a political
falling out between the media giant and the administration, and exacerbated by a 2009 government media
reform law, they underline the escalating struggle across the region to develop channels for diverse political
views and free expression in an environment dominated by giant media monopolies...
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Data from the Latin American
Public Opinion Project show
that political instability in
Venezuela was a likely
outcome after Chávez' death.

MORE WEB EXCLUSIVES »

Read our new series of first-person articles.

Most Popular

MOST POPULAR ON AQ ONLINE

Most Viewed

Past: 1 day  1 week  1 month  1 year

Monday Memo: Costa Rican Elections – U.S. Deportations – Venezuela-Spain Spat – FIFA
Delays (180 times)

Brazil's Long To-Do List (169 times)

Colombian Oil: Scraping the Bottom of the Barrel (158 times)

http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuelas-escalating-protests-violence-and-political-instability-chavez
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/webexclusives
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/walking-home-alone-at-night-in-buenos-aires
http://americasquarterly.org/connecting-the-americas/
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/monday-memo-costa-rican-elections-%E2%80%93-us-deportations-%E2%80%93-venezuela-spain-spat-%E2%80%93-fifa-delays
http://www.americasquarterly.org/zimbalist
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/colombian-oil-scraping-bottom-barrel


4/8/14 Missed Opportunity? | Americas Quarterly

www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms 7/8

AQ Course Packets: Now Available for Your Classroom!

Browse our catalogue.

 

 

NOW ON AS/COA ONLINE

Press Release - Unity of Nature: Alexander Von Humboldt and the Americas
12 hours ago
Guest Curators Georgia de Havenon and Alicia Lubowski-Jahn Press Preview and Reception: Tuesday,
April 29, 5:00 p.m. New York, ...
Por qué los precandidatos presidenciales apuestan a Estados Unidos
by Julieta Nassau and Mauricio Caminos - Apr 04, 2014
Los casi 8500 kilómetros que separan Buenos Aires con Nueva York parecen ser insignificantes para los
políticos argentinos, ...
Weekly Roundup: Chile's Earthquake, LatAm's Mega-Cities, Cuban Twitter
Apr 04, 2014
Amid Protests, Maduro Seeks Support from International Community As protests continued this week,
Venezuelan President Nicolás ...

AQ MEDIA PARTNER

Business Innovator: Lenddo, United States and Colombia (157 times)

Challenges facing Hillary Clinton for President (116 times)

http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3869
http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3869
http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3869
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/press-release-unity-nature-alexander-von-humboldt-and-americas
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/por-qu%C3%A9-los-precandidatos-presidenciales-apuestan-estados-unidos
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/weekly-roundup-chiles-earthquake-latams-mega-cities-cuban-twitter
http://www.as-coa.org/
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/colombian-oil-scraping-bottom-barrel
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/business-innovator-lenddo-united-states-and-colombia
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/challenges-facing-hillary-clinton-president


4/8/14 Missed Opportunity? | Americas Quarterly

www.americasquarterly.org/content/missed-opportunity-argentina-media-reforms 8/8

World
Picture site Imgur raises funds to expand
Apr 03, 2014
Andreessen Horowitz and community news
platform Reddit are investing $40m for a
minority stake in the five-year-old ...

Companies
BoE to support lending for exporters
9 hours ago
Chancellor George Osborne believes the central
bank’s support could cut the cost of private
sector export finance loans by 5 to ...

 
 

http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/ccf0325c-ba8c-11e3-b391-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=published_links%2Frss%2Fcompanies_americas%2Ffeed%2F%2Fproduct
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/af670e3a-be57-11e3-961f-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=published_links%2Frss%2Fworld_americas%2Ffeed%2F%2Fproduct

