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The bias in research on U.S. foreign policy in Latin America
skews analysis and understanding.

The study of what scholars focus on and debate helps to shape how policy is understood and discussed in
the public realm and, sometimes, even made. However, a close look at the past three decades of scholarly
publications on U.S.—Latin American relations, covering 174 peer-reviewed articles and 167 non-edited
books, reveals a disconnect with many of the themes and realities in the region today.

International relations or other fields of inquiry related to global studies, such as international political
economy or security, are severely underrepresented in scholarship on the Western Hemisphere.

Instead, most of the research in the field is based on the study of foreign policy. Over 94 percent of the
scholarly publications noted above that are dedicated to the region could be qualified as foreign policy

analyses rather than the more current or trendy themes of international relations theory or international

political economy.

And within foreign policy studies, it is essentially the study of the U.S. foreign policy—making process.
Virtually all (89 percent) scholarly works offering foreign policy analyses of U.S.—Latin American relations
make U.S. foreign policy a central focus in their understanding of U.S.—Latin American affairs. Roughly
half of the articles and books (51 percent) focus on foreign policy initiatives and reactions of the U.S. and
Latin American countries toward one another; and almost 40 percent of published works only analyze U.S.
foreign policy toward Latin America.

As a direct consequence of this approach, there is almost no attention paid to international political economy
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or security. And that, in turn, has led to a neglect of some of the most central and challenging issues in
today’s policy agenda: narcotics trafficking, migration, the environment, and energy cooperation.

Alongside the U.S.-centric understanding of Latin America, there are relatively few policy articles and
books on foreign policies of Caribbean countries, on South American countries—including, most notably,
Brazil—and even on Mexico’s policies toward the United States.

As a result, there are serious gaps in our understanding of how much latitude nation-states in the Americas
have to set their own policy, especially in a region in which U.S. influence is becoming more diffuse.

Other gaps concern the migration, drug-related, and energy security issues and threats faced by the United
States. These problems are likely to be solved only through sustained cooperative efforts with countries
such as Mexico and Brazil. But these countries’ foreign policies toward the U.S. are under studied. Only
12.9 percent of all articles and books focus on U.S.-Mexico relations and less than 3 percent focus on
Mexico’s foreign policy toward the United States. Similarly, less than 5 percent of articles and books
analyze U.S .-Brazil relations and no more than 2 percent examine Brazil’s foreign policy toward the
“Colossus of the North.”

These are critical gaps. Any informed foreign policy must be based on an understanding of both sides...

To read more, subscribe and receive an

Like 9 people like this. Be the first of

your friends. instant digital copy of the latest issue.
Already a digital subscriber? Log in
Tweet <3 12 now.

Comment on this post

www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt

3/9


https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Flatin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt&text=Latin%20America%20Has%20Moved%20On%3A%20U.S.%20Scholarship%20Hasn't%20%7C%20Americas%20Quarterly%3A&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Flatin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt%23.U0Luh1jn4xU.twitter
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Flatin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#commenting
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
https://www.pubservice.com/Subnew.aspx?PC=AQ&PK=MASCA8
http://www.americasquarterly-digital.org/americasquarterly/current/

4/7114 Latin America Has Moved On: U.S. Scholarship Hasn't | Americas Quarterly

0 Comments Americas Quarterly

Sort by Best ~

. Start the discussion...
N

© Login ~

Share [# Favorite %

Be the first to comment.

ALSO ON AMERICAS QUARTERLY

Can Venezuela's Economic Strategy Keep
Protests From ...

1 comment ¢ 8 days ago

El Bostonian — The Russians and Chinese will
W) never see this loan paid back

The Candigato is back in Mexico
3 comments ¢ 4 days ago

Danita — Will there be a red carpet before the
. awards?

www .americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt

WHAT'S THIS?

Cuba: Wait, Wait, Let Me Guess What
Comes Next
2 comments ¢ 2 months ago
Nick — When you mention that Bush tightened
s the embargo, you note that the Cuban
government ...

Monday Memo: Venezuela— Ecuadorian
Elections—U.S. ...
1 comment ® a month ago

immigrationlawyerla — I have came across or a
@ informative video, hereisalink...

4/9


http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2FCONTENT%2FVENEZUELAN-STATES-ECONOMIC-STRATEGY-PROTESTS%3A4Lp6BBr_ne8unVPC2Sxy7jD2LX0&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2553602283&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2FCONTENT%2FVENEZUELAN-STATES-ECONOMIC-STRATEGY-PROTESTS%3A4Lp6BBr_ne8unVPC2Sxy7jD2LX0&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2553602283&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Fcuba-wait-wait-let-me-guess-what-comes-next%3ABoGVXkAkHB5WUSpbdcNhj8660s0&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2263085296&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Fcuba-wait-wait-let-me-guess-what-comes-next%3ABoGVXkAkHB5WUSpbdcNhj8660s0&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2263085296&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Famericasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Fcandigato-back-mexico%3AFmu8PZfuXvCPcttpMeAp3lq8rM8&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2583741919&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Famericasquarterly.org%2Fcontent%2Fcandigato-back-mexico%3AFmu8PZfuXvCPcttpMeAp3lq8rM8&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2583741919&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fvenezuela-ecuadorian-elections-us-immigration-santos-e-mails%3Ad917izuCiAypBuWlT4DxQPAoF6M&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2313471459&zone=internal_discovery
http://redirect.disqus.com/url?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.americasquarterly.org%2Fvenezuela-ecuadorian-elections-us-immigration-santos-e-mails%3Ad917izuCiAypBuWlT4DxQPAoF6M&imp=6cpn0cc374g9i2&prev_imp=6cpls6l22t32o0&forum_id=907662&forum=americasquarterly&thread_id=1254503575&major_version=metadata&thread=2313471459&zone=internal_discovery
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://disqus.com/
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
https://disqus.com/websites/?utm_source=americasquarterly&utm_medium=Disqus-Footer
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#

47714 Latin America Has Moved On: U.S. Scholarship Hasn't | Americas Quarterly

SUBSCRIBE
Americas 36 TOAQ
Tk 1-Year Print,
Digital, and
New App
Subscription
for only
$20.95
Save 30%!

Connect with AQ

You Available on the
D App Store

Venezuela in Depth
View AQ Online's special in-depth page for updates on the crisis in Venezuela.

» Read more.

Sustainable Cities

www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt

59


https://www.pubservice.com/subnew1page.aspx?PC=AQ&PK=MPUBGFT
https://www.facebook.com/americasquarterly
http://twitter.com/AmerQuarterly
http://www.youtube.com/americasquarterly
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/americas-quarterly/id576858714?mt=8
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuela-in-depth
http://www.americasquarterly.org/venezuela-in-depth
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuela-in-depth

4/7/14

Latin America Has Moved On: U.S. Scholarship Hasn't | Americas Quarterly

nJ NJ.com
Pulaski Skyway corrosion results in 'paper

com thin' structural support nj-ne.ws/vwDwh

“H City Journal

': | [ -.'t RT @landryst: Comedian & Podcaster

Adam Carolla Takes on a #Patent Troll
bit.ly/1h50vT3 #technology #innovation
vs. #IP #Law

ARPA-E

‘ﬁ' ARPA-E Acting Director Dr. Cheryl Martin

is speaking at the @BloombergNEF
Summit. Watch the livestream now:
bloom.bg/Osr7AY #BNEF2014

WEB EXCLUSIVES

e (Can Venezuela's Economic Strategy Keep

Protests From Spreading?

March 24,2014

by Thomas O'Donnell

Thanks to Chinese and Russian
loans, Venezuela's new Sicad 2
foreign exchange system may
mitigate shortages, but will it
keep protests from spreading?

Venezuela’s Escalating Protests, Violence
and Political Instability: The Legacy of
Chavez

March 7,2014

by Mariana Rodriguez and Jonathan Hiskey

www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt

6/9


http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuelan-states-economic-strategy-protests
http://t.co/C6ZpF73aOU
https://twitter.com/AndreaWNYC
https://twitter.com/njdotcom
https://twitter.com/njdotcom/statuses/453235856904830977
https://twitter.com/landryst
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23Patent&src=hash
http://t.co/mmllGVOqPS
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23technology&src=hash
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23innovation&src=hash
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23IP&src=hash
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23Law&src=hash
https://twitter.com/CityJournal
https://twitter.com/BloombergNEF
http://t.co/xrHwgYPz8D
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23BNEF2014&src=hash
https://twitter.com/dbiello
https://twitter.com/ARPAE
https://twitter.com/njdotcom/statuses/453235856904830977
https://twitter.com/CityJournal/statuses/453236768502861824
https://twitter.com/ARPAE/statuses/453236464948899843
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuelan-states-economic-strategy-protests
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/thomas-odonnell
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuelas-escalating-protests-violence-and-political-instability-chavez
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/mariana-rodr%C3%ADguez
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/jonathan-hiskey

47714 Latin America Has Moved On: U.S. Scholarship Hasn't | Americas Quarterly

Data from the Latin American
Public Opinion Project show
that political instability in
Venezuela was a likely
outcome after Chavez' death.

MORE WEB EXCLUSIVES »

CONNECTING
THE

AMERILAS

Read our new series of first-person articles.

Most Popular

MOST POPULAR ON AQ ONLINE

Most Viewed

Past: 1 day 1 week 1 month 1 year

Business Innovator: Lenddo, United States and Colombia (140 times)
Colombian Oil: Scraping the Bottom of the Barrel (96 times)
Challenges facing Hillary Clinton for President (79 times)

www .americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt 719


http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/venezuelas-escalating-protests-violence-and-political-instability-chavez
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt#
http://www.americasquarterly.org/webexclusives
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/walking-home-alone-at-night-in-buenos-aires
http://americasquarterly.org/connecting-the-americas/
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/business-innovator-lenddo-united-states-and-colombia
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/colombian-oil-scraping-bottom-barrel
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/challenges-facing-hillary-clinton-president

47714 Latin America Has Moved On: U.S. Scholarship Hasn't | Americas Quarterly

Brazil's Long To-Do List (63 times)

Monday Memo: Costa Rican Elections — U.S. Deportations — Cuban Twitter — Venezuela-
Spain Spat — FIFA Delays (52 times)

Browse our catalogue.

NOW ON AS/COA ONLINE

Press Release - Unity of Nature: Alexander Von Humboldt and the Americas

Guest Curators Georgia de Havenon and Alicia Lubowski-Jahn Press Preview and Reception: Tuesday,
April 29, 5:00 p.m. New York, ...

Por qué los precandidatos presidenciales apuestan a Estados Unidos

Los casi 8500 kilémetros que separan Buenos Aires con Nueva York parecen ser insignificantes para los
politicos argentinos, ...

Weekly Roundup: Chile's Earthquake. I atAm's Mega-Cities, Cuban Twitter

Amid Protests, Maduro Seeks Support from International Community As protests continued this week,
Venezuelan President Nicolés ...

Americas/

[SOCIETY
COUNCIL OF THE |

Americas

www .americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt 8/9


http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3869
http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3869
http://www.americasquarterly.org/node/3869
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/press-release-unity-nature-alexander-von-humboldt-and-americas
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/por-qu%C3%A9-los-precandidatos-presidenciales-apuestan-estados-unidos
http://www.as-coa.org/articles/weekly-roundup-chiles-earthquake-latams-mega-cities-cuban-twitter
http://www.as-coa.org/
http://www.americasquarterly.org/zimbalist
http://www.americasquarterly.org/content/monday-memo-costa-rican-elections-%E2%80%93-us-deportations-%E2%80%93-cuban-twitter-%E2%80%93-venezuela-spain-spat-%E2%80%93

47714 Latin America Has Moved On: U.S. Scholarship Hasn't | Americas Quarterly

AQ MEDIA PARTNER

FINANCIAL TIMES

World
Picture site Imgur raises funds to expand

Andreessen Horowitz and community news
platform Reddit are investing $40m for a
minority stake in the five-year-old ...
Companies

Death knell for Brazil’s economic strategy

Question facing investors in Brazil is how
quickly policy makers can unwind the new
economic matrix and return to more orthodox ...

www.americasquarterly.org/content/latin-america-has-moved-us-scholarship-hasnt 9/9


http://www.ft.com/
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/ccf0325c-ba8c-11e3-b391-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=published_links%2Frss%2Fcompanies_americas%2Ffeed%2F%2Fproduct
http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/d93e8cac-bbdb-11e3-84f1-00144feabdc0.html?ftcamp=published_links%2Frss%2Fworld_americas%2Ffeed%2F%2Fproduct

