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Contaminated water and unsafe conditions: The entrance to an illegal mine in Ancash, Peru. Photo:Nicolas
Villaume

Extraction without rules.
Propelled by the skyrocketing global price of minerals, illegal mining has recently come into focus as a
major environmental and social concern. Images of pristine rainforest scarred by clear-cuts, toxic mercury
released into rivers and the air, and accounts of human trafficking, child labor and prostitution in remote
mining encampments all point to the need for Latin American governments to rein in the practice.

Since illegal mining operations are carried out without state permission,  they do not comply with labor or
environmental regulations or pay taxes. But the term is also misleading.

First, many of these illegal mines can actually be large operations.  Second, the definition obscures the
differences between operations that are taking active steps to register and license their activities (informal
miners) and those that are not and may even occupy the land illegally (illegal miners).

A report on artisanal and small-scale mining (ASM) released in November 2012 by the UK-based Peru
Support Group argues that irresponsible and criminal ASM operations should be distinguished from
informal operations that are seeking in good faith to legalize themselves. 

Most experts and policymakers agree that informal and illegal mining are deeply linked to the poverty in
which many of these communities live around mineral or metal-rich areas...

To read more, subscribe and receive an
instant digital copy of the latest issue.
Already a digital subscriber? Log in
now.
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Colombian Oil: Scraping the Bottom of the
Barrel
15 comments • 2 days ago

Marlo — This situation is really worrying,
measures should be taken as soon as possible.
Very good …

Great Expectations as Michelle Bachelet
Assumes Presidency …
1 comment • a month ago

Big Red — this guy can write

The Best University Student in Mexico is an
Inmate?
1 comment • a month ago

Daniela — Great news! Hey do you know what
is the average cost to society to have someone
in jail in …

Gasping for a Solution to Bogotá’s Air
Pollution Problem
12 comments • 9 days ago

Gabriela Ol — It looks like a good chance to
reduce the emissions and to improve the
quality of the air …
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Jane •  6 months ago

Illegal mining is so dangerous. It is a pity that these individuals do not see any other way of
earning a living. http://www.senmin.co.za
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Data from the Latin American
Public Opinion Project show
that political instability in
Venezuela was a likely
outcome after Chávez' death.
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