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xi

INTRODUCTORY NOTE ON CLASSIFICATION
This unclassified report is derived from a 692-page classified report that was
delivered to the President on March 31, 2005. We endeavored to write our
classified report in a manner that allowed as much of its content as possible to
be released—word for word—in this unclassified report. Because our man-
date required us to review, and reach conclusions from, some of the more sen-
sitive information in the possession of the United States Government, there
was some information that we simply could not release in our unclassified
report. Where the unclassified report omits substantive information that
appears in the classified report, we make reference to the omission and, where
possible, offer a general description of the omitted material. 

We also note here that there are two chapters of our classified report that we
could not include at all in our unclassified version. First, our classified report
contained a chapter addressing the United States’ intelligence capabilities
with respect to two countries of proliferation concern, Iran and North Korea.
Regrettably, even generalized statements about the state of the Intelligence
Community’s understanding of these countries are classified, and so we could
not include our findings in this area in our unclassified report. Second, our
classified report includes a short chapter on covert action which also is too
sensitive to include in an unclassified format. 




