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THE PROLIFERATION of weapons of mass
destruction remains the single greatest

threat to the security of the United States and
other countries around the world. Of the many
aspects of this threat, one of the most acute is
the tenuous state of the nuclear complex in
Russia and the other Newly Independent States
(NIS). After almost ten years of cooperative ef-
fort with the United States and other coun-
tries—efforts that have brought significant
progress—the situation in the NIS continues to
pose serious proliferation challenges. These
challenges pertain both to the enormous
amount of nuclear weapons, material, and ex-
pertise present in the NIS nuclear archipelago
and to the policies pursued by the post-Soviet
states with respect to nuclear exports and non-
proliferation.

This sixth issue of the Status Report provides
a detailed picture of the sprawling nuclear com-
plex in Russia and in the other post-Soviet
states. It is a landscape marked by dozens of
nuclear weapons bases, many thousands of stra-
tegic and substrategic nuclear weapons, more
than five dozen major nuclear facilities, and
hundreds of metric tons of fissile material. It is
also the home of thousands of nuclear scientists
and technicians with access to nuclear material
and know-how.

A great deal of cooperative work has been
done over the past decade to reduce and secure
nuclear weapons in the Soviet nuclear succes-
sor states. International programs of nonprolif-
eration assistance also have contributed to the
strengthening of nuclear material control and
accounting practices, physical protection, and

export controls. These accomplishments are
chronicled in this report, as are many of the
major proliferation problems that remain ow-
ing to the economic disarray of the NIS nuclear
complex, the relatively low priority attached to
nonproliferation by senior political leaders, and
the inadequacies of safeguards currently in
place at many nuclear facilities.

The first chapters of this report detail the
composition of the Russian nuclear weapons ar-
senal, the status of U.S.-Russian strategic arms
control reduction negotiations, the implementa-
tion of U.S. nonproliferation assistance pro-
grams, and the structure of nuclear facilities in
the former Soviet Union. As in earlier editions,
the report also includes a detailed description
of the export control systems that have been
established to regulate nuclear exports and pre-
vent unauthorized transfers. It also includes
information on the membership of the 15 suc-
cessor states to the Soviet Union in different
international export control regimes.

The new features of this Status Report in-
clude:

• Extensive data on the current Russian
nuclear arsenal and projections for future
force developments

• Easy-to-read layout for NIS facilities known
to possess nuclear materials

• Site descriptions of Russian naval facilities
where nuclear materials might be at risk of
theft or diversion

• An updated map of nuclear facilities in the
NIS

Introduction
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INTODUCTION This report has been prepared jointly by the
Monterey Institute of International Studies and
the Carnegie Endowment for International
Peace as a resource to assist in monitoring the
rapidly evolving events related to nuclear weap-
ons and weapons-usable materials in the former
Soviet Union. The report is published in En-
glish and is distributed free of charge to offi-
cials and analysts in both the United States and
the Newly Independent States. The Carnegie
Moscow Center will translate the report into
Russian for distribution in Russia and the states
of the former Soviet Union. The entire report
is available on the web sites of the Carnegie
Non-Proliferation Project at www.ceip.org/npp
and the Monterey Institute’s Center for Non-
proliferation Studies at www.cns.miis.edu.

We wish to thank the individuals whose
contributions have made this report possible,
including the editors, Jon Wolfsthal of the
Carnegie Endowment and Cristina-Astrid
Chuen and Emily Ewell Daughtry  of the
Monterey Institute. These three individuals
shared primary responsibility for gathering,
assembling, and preparing for print the infor-
mation in this report. Justin Anderson, Josh
Hanson, Todd Sescher, and Adrienne Weiner of
the Carnegie Endowment, and Kenley Butler,
Michael Jasinski, John Lepingwell, Clay Moltz,
Lauren Nolen, Scott Parrish, Elena Sokova,
Nikolai Sokov, and Ray Zilinskas of the
Monterey Institute also provided invaluable
research, editorial, and technical assistance.

Outside reviewers whose comments have
enhanced this volume but who may not neces-
sarily agree with all its contents include: Oleg
Bukharin, Matthew Bunn, Vladimir Orlov,
Dmitriy Kovchegin, Elina Kirichenko, Maria
Drohobycky, Phil Robinson, Greg Sheppard,
Dastan Eleukenov, and officials from the U. S.
Department of Energy.

The authors also wish to thank the Carnegie
Corporation of New York, the Ford Foundation,
the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foun-
dation, the John Merck Fund, the Ploughshares
Fund, the Prospect Hill Foundation, the
Scherman Foundation, the Smith Richardson
Foundation, and the W. Alton Jones Foundation
for their support of our respective organizations’
NIS nonproliferation activities.

All the information in this report has been
derived from open sources. Although every at-
tempt has been made to achieve accuracy, time-
liness, and comprehensiveness, the rapidly
changing and sometimes classified nature of
this topic creates the possibility that the report
contains some inaccuracies or incomplete en-
tries. The editors have made the final judg-
ments as to the contents of this report, using
Fall 2000 as their cutoff date, and bear full
responsibility for it.

We hope that you will find this sixth edition
of the Status Report a useful resource, and we
encourage you to send your comments to either
the Monterey Institute of International Studies
or the Carnegie Non-Proliferation Project.
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