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The Communications and Society Program is a global forum for
leveraging the power of leaders and experts from business, government
and the nonprofit sector in the communications and information fields
for the benefit of society. Its roundtable forums and other projects aim
to improve democratic societies and diverse organizations through
innovative, multidisciplinary, values-based policymaking. These activ-
ities promote constructive inquiry and dialogue and the development
and dissemination of new models and options for informed and wise
policy decisions.

In particular, the Program provides an active venue for global leaders
and experts from a variety of disciplines and backgrounds to exchange and
gain new knowledge and insights on the societal impact of advance in dig-
ital technology and network communications. The Program also creates
a multidisciplinary space in the communications policymaking world
where veteran and emerging decisionmakers can explore new concepts,
find personal growth and insight, and develop new networks for the bet-
terment of the policymaking process and society.

The Program’s projects fall into one or more of three categories:
communications and media policy; communications technology, social
change, and the democratic process; and networks and leadership.
Ongoing activities of the Communications and Society Program
include annual roundtables on journalism and society, international
journalism, telecommunications policy, Internet policy, information
technology, and diversity and the media. The Program also convenes
the Aspen Institute Forum on Communications and Society, in which
CEOs of business, government, and the nonprofit sector examine issues
relating to the societal impact of new communications technologies.

Conference reports and other materials are distributed to key policy-
makers and opinion leaders within the United States and around the world.
They also are available to the public at large through the World Wide Web.
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