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more taxing projects. As always, time passed and the book lingered. I want,
therefore, to begin by thanking several people and organizations for their
patience: Kate Wittenberg, my editor, who remained encouraging even
after I exceeded deadlines; the Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars, where I began the project while a resident fellow writing a differ-
ent book; and, of course, my husband, Warren I. Cohen, who sacrificed
many an outing to my all too hectic schedule.

I owe to Warren as well an intellectual debt for his careful reading of the
manuscript, his enthusiasm for its contents, and suggestions for revisions. Six
other scholars also deserve gratitude for reading the proposal and/or manu-
script. Unfortunately, four remain anonymous, allowing me to thank only
George C. Herring and Richard H. Immerman. Editing oral history is not
the same as writing history and I am grateful to Don Ritchie, associate histo-
rian of the U.S. Senate, who has made this relatively new field more accessi-
ble to novices like me and who encouraged me to go ahead with the project.

The Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training, housed at
Georgetown University and the National Foreign Affairs Training Center,
collected all but one of the interviews I have used. They compose a small
fraction of the more than eleven hundred currently in the constantly grow-
ing collection covering all parts of the world. Ambassador Steven Low, at
the time serving as president of the association, cleared the way through
copyright agreements for the project to begin. Charles Stuart Kennedy,
director of the ADST Oral History Program, conducted most of the inter-
views, although a few were done by others, including myself, and the late
Marshall Green, who contributed not only his own reflections and inter-
viewing talents, but also some of the funding for the ADST effort. For the
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single non-ADST interview, I thank the Bancroft Library of the Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley which graciously shared the recollections of
John S. Service with me.

At Georgetown University, the staff of the Department of History,
most especially Larry Fields and Elizabeth English, rendered continuing
support, even while laughing at my lack of computer skills and constant
warfare with the copying machine. The School of Foreign Service gave me
time off at the beginning of the project and down the road supported the
transcription of the Winston Lord interview.

Finally, I want to thank the diplomats whose words I have captured in
this history of U.S.-China relations. They have made a unique contribution
with their obvious effort to look back thoughtfully at their lives and record
the difficult, amusing, and significant moments they experienced in the field
and in Washington while dealing with Chinese affairs between  and
. As a result of my own brief service in the Office of Chinese Affairs
at the Department of State and the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, as well as my
participation in continuing China policy discussions in Washington, D.C.
over the past decade, I have been fortunate to know many of these individ-
uals personally. They are in real life every bit as dedicated and insightful as
they appear in the book. Their interest in the betterment of U.S.-China-
Taiwan relations and their concern for the future of Hong Kong continues
in most cases beyond their government service. In particular, I must thank
Paul Kriesberg, who sadly did not live to see the volume published, and
Winston Lord, both of whom were especially generous with their time.
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