Contents

Acknowledgments  vii

Introduction 1

1 Bridging the Gap: A Consilient Methodology 21

2 A Smoking Gun: Preliminary Statistical Evidence 49
3 Disease, Destitution, and Development 77

4 Infectious Disease and Security 117

5 Environmental Change and Disease Proliferation 141

Conclusion 171

Notes 185
Index 215






Acknowledgments

I owe a profound debt to the many teachers, colleagues, family members,
and friends who gave me support, comments, and inspiration during the
writing of this book. My thesis advisors, David Welch and Janice Gross
Stein, allowed me the freedom to pursue an intellectual journey into un-
charted waters, while providing a reliable compass to steer a clear course.
Their critical insights, support, and encouragement were invaluable dur-
ing my years at the University of Toronto, and the book is much stronger
for their precision and prodding. I would also like to thank Robert
Matthews, whose presence on the advisory team encouraged me to think
beyond the limits of mainstream approaches and try to integrate findings
from the “international relations” and “development” subfields into a
greater whole. Additionally, I would like to thank Louis Pauly, Ronald
Deibert, and Mark Zacher for their insightful comments and critiques. I
would also like to thank Louis Pauly, Janice Stein, and David Welch for in-
vesting in the unusual idea of creating the Program on Health and Global
Affairs in the Centre for International Studies at the University of Toronto.
That program gave me intellectual space, an incentive, and funding to pur-
sue this novel stream of research.

Many others deserve considerable credit for thoughtful discussions, in-
sights, and comments. T am particularly indebted to Marc Levy and
Roberta Miller, who made it possible for me to spend a valuable year at
CIESIN/Columbia University doing post-doctoral research. T am also
grateful to Geoffrey Dabelko of the Environmental Change and Security
Project of the Woodrow Wilson Center in the Smithsonian for providing
initial funding for my research. I owe a great debt to my colleague and



viii Acknowledgments

friend Peter Zoutis for his guidance in the realm of statistical inquiry. I
would also like to thank everyone at The MIT Press, and my editors Clay
Morgan and Paul Bethge in particular.

Sources of generous financial support during my doctoral studies were
the Environmental Change and Security Project of the Woodrow Wilson
Center, a doctoral research fellowship from the Canadian Institute for Ad-
vanced Research, the Alexander Brady-MacGregor Dawson Doctoral Fel-
lowship in political science and an Open Fellowship from the University of
Toronto, the Sir Val Duncan travel award, a doctoral fellowship and office
space from the Centre for International Studies, a University of Toronto
Associates Travel Grant, an award from the Connaught Foundation for a
conference on the issue of Health Security, and a doctoral research fellow-
ship at the Boston University School of Public Health.

I want to express my deep gratitude to Cynthia Smith-McLeod and Jack
McLeod, and to Richard Price Smith, for their support through all my
years of graduate studies, and to the physicians who repeatedly patched
me up such that I could actually write this (Dr. Gordon Greenberg in par-
ticular).

Finally, I wish to thank my dear grandparents, Margaret MacKay
Thomas (dec.), Douglas Cameron (D. C.) Thomas, Marjorie Smith, and
Harry Price Smith (dec.), for their constant support and guidance through
the years. Their kindness, generosity, wisdom, and commitment have al-
ways been the greatest sources of inspiration to me. I dedicate this book to
them.



The Health of Nations






