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PREFACE

This book started out as one on the emergence of the international
women’s rights regime. My plans changed, however, when I arrived in
New York to gather documents and materials at the United Nations li-
braries. There, the last preparatory conference for the International
Conference on Population and Development was taking place, and in
the midst of it women’s organizations were busily lobbying and mak-
ing their presence felt. So I changed my plans. Rather than tracing the
evolution of international norms historically, I shifted my focus to what
was happening. The events at the UN gave me an opportunity to write
about those who had been missing from most of the international re-
lations texts I had been reading: the agents—in this case the members
of women’s organizations—who are actively shaping international
agendas and are involved in crafting new norms.

Little did I know about the challenges ahead. Theoretically, it meant
leaving the familiar plain of international relations theory and ventur-
ing into the less-well-known terrain of social movement approaches to
explore their goodness of fit for nongovernmental organizations
(NGOs) engaged at the global level. In terms of data collection, the rec-
ommendations one generally finds in method books about “how to
gain access” did not seem feasible with an organization such as the UN.
It took creativity and great patience when I confronted the voicemail of
an interview partner for the fifth time or when I learned that an agency
had moved and that the boxes with the information I needed would re-
main unpacked—unless, of course, I would be willing to open, sort
through, and file the documents. Also, doing research at the UN some-
times simply required luck, for example, when the person with whom

ix



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Copyright © 2007 by Georgetown University Press, Washington, DC. All rights reserved.  Unless otherwise indicated, all 
materials in this PDF File are copyrighted by Georgetown University Press. Distribution, posting, or copying is strictly 
prohibited without written permission of Georgetown University Press. 

I had been waiting to talk mistook me for a friend and hugged and
kissed me, leaving me no choice but to ask if I could have an interview.
Finally, doing research on women’s issues also was sometimes challeng-
ing. I remember quite a few moments when it was more than difficult
to remain polite and tolerant toward my interview partner, who was
negating that women had certain rights. But I persevered, and for that
I owe thanks to many individuals.

Much of my research would not have been possible without the gen-
erosity and support of individuals and international women’s organiza-
tions in New York. Special thanks go to Anne Walker and her staff of
the International Women’s Tribune Center for their warm welcome
and for allowing me to rummage for hours and days in their impressive
NGO library. I am indebted to Kay Frailaigh of the International Al-
liance for Women. As a seasoned lobbyist at the UN, Kay helped me
gain access to many UN and NGO meetings from which I would have
otherwise been excluded, and she always seemed to have a copy to
spare from her marvelous private collection of UN documents. I also
would like to thank Alice Mastrangelo and Meera Singh of the Interna-
tional Women’s Tribune Center, Rachel Kyte of the International
Women’s Health Coalition, Roxanna Carrillo of UNIFEM, and
Michelle Burger of the International Planned Parenthood Federation,
who connected me with women’s organizations or provided the miss-
ing context for my observations. I would like to extend gratitude to all
my interview partners, who took time out of their busy schedules and
offered me valuable insights. More generally, I would like to acknowl-
edge the many women’s activists at the UN who did not grow tired of
explaining their cause to government delegates or stayed up many
nights to revise draft documents. Witnessing their devotion, determi-
nation, and resolve inspired my work.

Thanks also go to my mentors Emanuel Adler, Michael Barnett, and
Virginia Sapiro, who all played a major role in helping me crystallize
my ideas for this project. I am grateful for the financial support I re-
ceived from the University of Wisconsin for my field research. Crucial
and invaluable throughout the writing phase were conversations and e-
mail exchanges with my colleagues and friends Amy Higer, Karen
Mingst, Lisa Prügl, and Deborah Stienstra. Their enthusiasm for my
project kept me going through its various dry spells. I also owe a spe-
cial thanks to my friend and colleague Darren Hawkins, who read and
commented on various draft chapters.
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Finally, the emotional support from my friends and family has been
invaluable. I am thankful to Dieter and Vera, who offered me a won-
derful place to stay during my field research in New York, and to my
parents, whose transatlantic telephone calls reminded me that the
world was bigger than just my project. Thanks to my friends Brian, Car-
olyn, Diane, Dutch, John, Kerrie, Mike, and Sam for their encourage-
ment and many rejuvenating dinners. However, the most appreciation
and gratitude goes to my husband Chris. His humor, love, and emo-
tional support have kept me going through this project and enabled me
to complete it.
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