To: Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft
From: Columbia University Press

Subject: CIAO Archive Purchase

Date: Sept 12th, 2008
Dear Purchasing Committee:

We are pleased to learn of your interest in Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO).  Since 1997, CIAO has given researchers, professors, policymakers, and students access to more than 32,000 working papers, policy briefs, books, journal articles, and case studies on international affairs.  
CIAO affords users not only easy access to volumes of information but also the flexibility to incorporate and utilize this content in multiple settings.  Our materials will aid your researchers on the most pressing issues currently facing policymakers, from climate change to terrorism, from the global economy to international law.  
While professors depend on CIAO for their own research, they also employ it for course assignments.  Persistent URLs enable easy sharing among colleagues and with students.  Our convenient course packs of previously published content culled from the CIAO database facilitate the teaching of such hot international affairs topics as the U.S. policy in Iraq, NGO’s and civil society and landmines.   
Of particular value to researchers and policymakers are the working papers that we have compiled into a single, alphabetized repository for easy use.  Thomas Risse, the coordinator of the Research Center SFB 700 of Freie Universität Berlin, appreciates the need for strong, balanced scholarly information, and he encourages his colleagues to discover new research centers and think tanks through CIAO.  CIAO’s editor, in consultation with members of our prestigious advisory board, is constantly recruiting new think tanks and institutes to contribute to the CIAO database content that will be of interest and use to our readers.   

Thirteen new contributors joined CIAO this past year, bringing our overall number to more than two hundred and fifty.  Some of our new contributors include:
· Insight Turkey (Turkey) 

· Council of  US Ambassadors (USA)
· Palgrave-Macmillan (UK)

· SFB 700 (Germany)

· Combating Terrorism Center at West Point (USA)

· Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East and African Studies (Israel)
· Finnish Institute of International Affairs (Finland)

· Institute of Development and Peace (Germany)
In addition, we relaunched our atlas tool this past January in partnership with the Economist Intelligence Unit.  With EIU, we currently provide information on the political and economic background, structure, and outlook for 203 countries, as well as essential country information and detailed maps.  Updated quarterly, this excellent reference gives your researchers accurate and reliable information on the current state of the world’s countries.  

We also make available other special features, such as interviews with top international affairs scholars, original case studies written exclusively for CIAO by leading experts in various fields, and a monthly focus piece that features the most recent and most relevant documents in our database.  We are also updating our course-packs section, deepening CIAO’s use as a great asset to institutions of higher learning.
CIAO is a dynamic resource that is constantly growing, but all documents that have appeared on CIAO are fully accessible through the Web site.  We are offering DFG perpetual access to all materials posted on CIAO from its beginning in 1997 through 2028, including all maintenance fees.  

We currently anticipate adding 40,000 pages of new material in 2009 and project similar growth in years to come. The amount of material available on CIAO now and in the future is staggering.  

In the event CIAO ceases operation, we will provide DFG with a digital preservation copy, which can be accessed by the community of users as described in our submitted Proposed Terms for Agreement.  DFG would also reserve the right to update this preservation copy to a machine-readable format, ensuring access for generations to come.
We now reach over 2 million users through 1,000 subscribing institutions worldwide, and we are proud to include 18 German institutions in our list, including the Universität Hamburg, Freie Universität Berlin, and Universität Munchen. DFG’s 400 member institutions would appreciate the immense depth and variety of our archive.  
We are asking for US$500,000 for the terms described in the proposal.  Our usual annual subscription rate ranges from $550 for institutions with less than 1,000 full-time enrollment (FTE) to $1,850 for institutions with more than 40,000 FTE.  Our proposal to DFG works out to just over US$60 per year per member institution over the twenty-year life of the subscription.  We can offer you this excellent and extremely affordable investment because of the number of other institutions interested in CIAO.  If you would like to view our list of approximately 32,000 books, working papers, journal articles, conference proceedings, and policy briefs, please log onto www.ciaonet.org/indices_2007_06/all.title.html.  Enter guest as the user name and c1a0guest as the password.  

We ask that you bring our site to the attention of your social scientists panel.  They can navigate and search www.ciaonet.org with the following login (please note terms are case sensitive):
User Name: dfg

Password:   dfg2008
We look forward to hearing from you.

Best wishes,

John Babcock

Electronic Product Sales Representative

Columbia University Press

