About the Commission

In the summer of 2001, the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)
formed the Commission on Transatlantic Security and Industrial Cooperation in
the Twenty-first Century as a joint U.S.-European initiative aimed at identifying
practical recommendations for an agenda of action involving both governments
and industry in the United States and Europe.

Cochaired by Jean-Paul Béchat, chairman and CEO of SNECMA (Société
Nationale d’Etude et de Construction de Moteurs d’Aviation) and president (2001—
2002) of the European Association of Aerospace Industries (AECMA), and former
U.S. ambassador to France Felix Rohatyn, this commission consisted of senior busi-
ness leaders and former policymakers from both sides of the Atlantic. The
commission’s work was assisted by an experts group composed of several represen-
tatives from the private and public sectors and academia.

The commission has endorsed two documents: a Declaration of Common
Objectives (pages vii—viii), which was adopted at the commission’s meeting held on
April 2, 2002, in Paris, and an Agenda for Action (pages ix—xii). The report on the
future of the transatlantic defense community (pages 1-56) offers the broader ana-
lytical background to the commission’s work, conclusions, and recommendations.
The general thrust of this analysis has also been endorsed by the commission. Prep-
aration relied on the contributions of many of the individuals, including input that
resulted from the commission’s meeting of April 2, 2002, the various working ses-
sions involving the experts group, select corporate case studies provided by both
U.S. and European companies, as well as the numerous informal contributions
offered during different phases of the project.
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