CIAO Focus, September 2008: Russia’s Foreign Policy  
As Russia’s hot war with Georgia threatens to become a colder, drawn-out conflict with the West, the global ambitions of some of its politically connected, controversial billionaires could suffer a setback. 

The oligarchs, as they are widely known, have already paid a price from Russia’s forceful assertion in South Ossetia: the stock market recently hit a two-year low as foreign investors left in droves. 

And while the sharpest of stock market swoons would only nick the oligarch’s giant fortunes, of more lasting effect, perhaps, is the notion gaining currency in some financial circles that their close ties to Prime Minister Vladimir V. Putin and his handpicked president, Dmitri A. Medvedev, may elevate the risk of doing business with them. 

As the European Union seeks a diplomatic approach to Moscow, some policy makers are starting to suggest that the best way to influence the Kremlin would be to put more pressure on the Russian business community in Europe, particularly here in London, where many of the oligarchs have financial interests. 

[IMAGE]

http://www.russiablog.org/UnitedRussiaLogo.gif
From the CIAO Database:  

Russia vs Georgia: The Fallout (on test server) 

Georgia and Russia: Clashing over Abkhazia 

http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/icg/0001343/0001343.pdf
False Premises, Sound Principles: The Way Forward in EU-Russia Relations
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/fiia/0001297/0001297.pdf
The US-Russia Strategic Framework Declaration
http://www.ciaonet.org/journals/ar/v9i1/0001197.pdf
Parting with Illusions: Developing a Realistic Approach to Relations with Russia
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/cato/0001346/0001346.pdf
Russia in 2008 and beyond: What kind of foreign policy?
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/fiia/0001295/0001295.pdf
Outside Sources:  
Russia, Georgia Fight Over Breakaway Region (NPR)

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=93497143
Georgia-Russia Conflict (BBC) 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/in_depth/europe/2008/georgia_russia_conflict/default.stm
The European Union and Russia (eurostat)
http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/cache/ITY_OFFPUB/KS-77-07-231/EN/KS-77-07-231-EN.PDF
Russia (U.S. Department of State) 
http://www.state.gov/p/eur/ci/rs/
Featured Content 
What’s New @ CIAO

Interactive Atlas 
New Contributor: The Combating Terrorism Center at West Point

BOOK: East Asians View Democracy
