CIAO Focus, October 2008: The Presidential Debate and U.S. Foreign Policy
Biden came in ready to debate Republican presidential candidate John McCain tonight, not Palin. He repeatedly attempted to portray McCain as a continuation of George W. Bush's presidency. That is the fundamental strategy of the Obama campaign and Biden did it in every single answer tonight. Biden was coherent and consistent.

Palin also did well on strategy. She showed she could handle the debate questions, and hewed to her strategy of portraying herself as a Washington outsider who in her own words could "connect with the heartland." She aggressively attempted to paint Obama as a liberal and tried to drive a wedge between Democratic presidential candidate Barack Obama and Biden on the issue of Iraq.

But Biden gets the edge here because if McCain can't convince voters he's taking the country in a different direction than President Bush, he cannot win this race -- and that's the case Biden made effectively tonight.
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