CIAO Focus, November 2007: Population and the Environment 
The human population is living far beyond its means and inflicting damage on the environment that could pass points of no return, according to a major report issued Thursday by the United Nations.

Climate change, the rate of extinction of species and the challenge of feeding a growing population are among the threats putting humanity at risk, the UN Environment Program said in its fourth Global Environmental Outlook since 1997.

"The human population is now so large that the amount of resources needed to sustain it exceeds what is available at current consumption patterns," Achim Steiner, the executive director of the program, said in a telephone interview. Efficient use of resources and reducing waste now are "among the greatest challenges at the beginning of 21st century," he said.

The program described its report, which is prepared by 388 experts and scientists, as the broadest and deepest of those that the UN issues on the environment and called it "the final wake-up call to the international community."

[IMAGE]

http://www.fao.org/sd/WPdirect/WPre0b89.gif
Source: Food & Agriculture Organization of the UN 

From the CIAO database:

Linkages Between Environment, Population, and Development
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/wwi035/wwi035k.pdf
An Agenda for Population, Health, and

Environment
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/wwi035/wwi035g.pdf
Environment, Population, and Health:

Strategies for a More Secure World
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/wwi035/wwi035c.pdf
Commentary: Debating Environment, Population, and Conflict  

http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/scd01/scd01.pdf
Outside Sources: 

Global Environment Outlook: Environment for Development (Geo 4)
http://www.unep.org/geo/geo4/report/GEO-4_Report_Full_en.pdf
Optimum Population Trust

http://www.optimumpopulation.org/
Environmental Change and Security Project Report
http://www.earthscape.org/l1/ES17355/WW_EnvProgramReportIssue11.pdf
World Population Foundation

http://www.wpf.org/
Featured Content
New Contributors:

The Research Center (SFB) 700
The Journal of International Security Affairs
Book:

Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid, and Reform
