CIAO Focus, November 2006: North Korea’s Nuclear Standoff with the United States
In October of 2002 North Korea admitted that it was enriching uranium, which could be used in the making of nuclear weapons.  In admitting this, North Korea, also known as the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, abrogated the Agreed Framework signed in 1994 with United States, under which the North Koreans agreed to freeze their nuclear weapons program.

On Dec. 10, 2002, North Korea announced it would restart plutonium production and eject the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) inspectors who monitored North Korea's compliance with the Agreed Framework. On Jan. 10, North Korea withdrew from the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), an international accord prohibiting the acquisition and proliferation of nuclear weapons. 

This month CIAO examines North Korea’s nuclear standoff with the United States.  
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