CIAO Focus, May 2007: Standoff between Secularists and Islamists in Turkey 
Turkey’s highest court on Tuesday blocked a presidential candidate with a background in Islamic politics, pitching the country into early elections and a referendum on the role of religion in its future.

Turkey is an important American ally and its stability is seen as crucial in a troubled region. It shares borders with Iran, Iraq and Syria. It is a member of NATO and has good relations with Israel. It has also been critical for the American military in Iraq, providing an air base in the south of the country that supplies much of northern and central Iraq. 
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From the CIAO Database:
Turkey's Future: EU Member or "Islamist Rogue State"? 
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/diis/diis056/diis056.pdf
Generating Momentum for a New Era in U.S.-Turkey Relations
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/cfr/cfr002/cfr002.pdf
Turkey's foreign policy in turbulent times
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/weu006/weu006.pdf
The Impact of the Iraq Crisis on Mediterranean Dynamics: Implications for EU-Turkey Relations
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/iai008/CIAO_iai008.pdf
Benedict XVI’s Visit to Turkey: The Holy See before the Sublime Porte (in Spanish)
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/unisci002/unisci002.pdf
Outside Sources:
A Country Study: Turkey (The Library of Congress) 

http://lcweb2.loc.gov/frd/cs/trtoc.html
Analysis: Turkey's tense election (BBC News)

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/6589503.stm
Dispatches from Turkey (NPR) 
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=9973301
Bridge or Barrier? Turkey and the West After the Cold War (RAND Corporation) 
http://www.rand.org/pubs/reports/2006/R4204.pdf
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