CIAO Focus, January 2009:  Israel’s incursion into Gaza  
In many respects, Hamas brought this war on itself by declaring on

December 19 that it was not renewing the cease-fire (tahadiya)

and by renewing rocket fire even as it maneuvered for a "better cease-fire"

from its point of view--primarily, the lifting of the international

blockade. It should be noted, though, that lifting the blockade was a

part of the June cease-fire agreement that was not implemented by Israel

and the international community.

The Israeli government felt it was necessary to act militarily because

of pressure from public opinion, the media and the right. After all, we

are in the middle of an election campaign. And those are the rules of

Middle Eastern life: you can't show weakness when being attacked. That's

the Israeli mindset that Baram was referring to.

The current military campaign is being led by the trio of Prime Minister

Olmert, Defense Minister and Labor Party leader Ehud Barak and Foreign

Minister and Kadima Party prime-minister-candidate Tzipi Livni, with IDF

Chief of Staff Gabi Ashkenazi being the fourth spoke in the leadership

wheel.
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