CIAO Focus, February 2009: Shutting Down Guantanamo
On January 22, President Obama signed an executive order banning torture and calling for the closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention center within a year. At its peak, Guantanamo held around 700 detainees, many of whom were swept up in a global dragnet as part of George Bush’s “war on terror.”  While most of these prisoners have since been released, 245 are still being held there. 
The United States must now decide what to do with the remaining detainees.  Some will be released, and some could be sent back to their home countries, while others could be transferred to detention facilities on the U.S. mainland until they can stand trial.  Human-rights groups want them to get fair criminal trials in federal district courts. However, setting new trials for Guantanamo detainees may be legally complicated due to their treatment under U.S. military custody. 

Mr. Obama had also requested a 120 day suspension for prosecutions by military commissions, which were set to try those prisoners.  The trials were largely criticized for allowing evidence extracted under the duress of torture.   
This month CIAO examines the closing of Guantanamo
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After Guantánamo: The Case Against Preventive Detention  
http://www.ciaonet.org/journals/fa/v87i3/f_0002793_1960.pdf
“I’m just talking about the law”: Guantánamo and the Lawyers
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/hrhw9774/index.html
Avoiding Transfers to Torture

http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/cfr/0001608/f_0001608_821.pdf
The Dilemma of the Yemeni Detainees at Guantanamo Bay
http://www.ciaonet.org/journals/cs/v1i12/f_0010062_7805.pdf
Imbalance of Powers: How Changes to U.S. Law and Policy since 9/11 

Erode Human Rights and Civil Liberties  
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/lch18/lch18.pdf
Outside Sources:  
Closing the Guantanamo Detention Center: Legal Issues (Congressional Research Service)

http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/R40139_20090122.pdf
Executive Order: Closure of Guantanamo Detention Facilities (White House)

http://www.whitehouse.gov/the_press_office/ClosureOfGuantanamoDetentionFacilities/
Guantanamo in Pictures (The Atlantic) 

http://www.theatlantic.com/slideshows/guantanamo/
Guantanamo: Dangers of a preventive detention law (Human Rights Watch)

http://www.hrw.org/en/category/topic/counterterrorism/guantanamo
Detainees at Guantanamo Bay (NPR audios) 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=4711397
Letter urging EU member states to offer humanitarian protection to Guantanamo detainees
http://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/related_material/Gitmo-GAERC%20FMs%20letter_Jan%2022%2009_0.pdf
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