CIAO Focus, February 2, 2007: 

The U.S. Troop Surge in Iraq

A much-anticipated assessment of Iraq by America’s intelligence agencies describes a worsening cycle of chaos in the country, and predicts that the sectarian strife will continue to fracture the country without bold actions by Iraqi politicians. 

And even if violence is diminished, prospects for a political reconciliation in the country are dim “given the current winner-take-all attitude and sectarian animosities infecting the political scene,” the assessment warns.The assessment, titled "Prospects for Iraq’s Stability: A Challenging Road Ahead", begins with this blunt conclusion:

"Iraqi society’s growing polarization, the persistent weakness of the security forces and the state in general, and all sides’ ready recourse to violence are collectively driving an increase in communal and insurgent violence and political extremism.

"Unless efforts to reverse these conditions show measurable progress during the term of this estimate, the coming 12 to 18 months, we assess that the overall security situation will continue to deteriorate at rates comparable to the latter part of 2006."
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https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/geos/iz.html
From the CIAO Database:

Iraq’s Muqtada Al-Sadr: Spoiler or Stabiliser?
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/icg/icg007/icg007.pdf
Sistani, the United States and Politics in Iraq. From Quietism to Machiavellianism?
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/nupi030/nupi030.pdf
The Economic Costs of the Iraq War: An Appraisal Three Years after the Beginning of the Conflict
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/ksg003/ksg003.pdf
The Confused Security Situation in Iraq: Some Less Publicized Units
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/winep/policy_2006/2006_1112/index.html
Iraq's Evolving Insurgency and the Risk of Civil War
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/csis014/csis014.pdf
Outside Sources:
Informed Comment: Thoughts on the Middle East, History and Religion
http://www.juancole.com/
The Iraq Study Group Report

http://www.usip.org/isg/iraq_study_group_report/report/1206/iraq_study_group_report.pdf
National Intelligence Estimate on Iraq
http://media.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/documents/iraq_dni_20070202_release.pdf
US Department of State: Iraq Update
http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/middle_east_north_africa/iraq.html
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