CIAO Focus, December 2011: Central Africa and the Lord’s Resistance Army 

After more than two decades, the Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA) continues to terrorize much of central Africa, abducting, raping and killing civilians.  The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), South Sudan and Central African Republic (CAR) have all reported recent upticks in the number of attacks perpetrated by the LRA.  According to the UN-based Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, there have been 240 reported attacks in the three countries this year resulting in 130 deaths and 327 abductions (including 113 children).  
The LRA insurgency was launched in 1987 after Yoweri Museveni overthrew the regime of Tito Okello, an ethnic Acholi from northern Uganda.  The group’s leader, Joseph Kony, is self-professed spirit medium whose aim is to establish a government based on the Bible’s Ten Commandments and Acholi traditions. Rather than focusing on military targets, the LRA usually targeted the very citizens it claimed to be fighting for, raiding villages for supplies and forcing children to carry the goods into the bush.
This group represented the Acholi people who felt excluded from power after the overthrow of the northern leader, Milton Obote, by Mr Museveni. 

Mr Kony appears to believe that his role is to cleanse the Acholi people. 

He uses biblical references to explain why it is necessary to kill his own people, since they have - in his view - failed to support his cause. 

While most of the 100 military advisers will remain in Uganda to work with the country’s military, a small number will be sent to jungle “field locations” where the Lord’s Resistance Army has been operating, areas that include the Central African Republic, Congo and South Sudan. 
Their activities have created instability in what the American government calls “some of the most difficult terrain in the world” where some of the world’s poorest countries meet. 

Since 2008, Ms. Blaser said, the L.R.A. has kidnapped more than 3,400 people, and it has carried out roughly 250 attacks so far in 2011 alone. 

From the CIAO Database: 

The Lord's Resistance Army: End Game?
Countering the Lord's Resistance Army in Central Africa
From Uganda to the Congo and Beyond: Pursuing the Lord's Resistance Army

http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/ipi/0018135/
Ghosts of Christmas Past: Protecting Civilians from the LRA 
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/oxfam/0021032/f_0021032_17476.pdf

Uganda/Lord's Resistance Army Peace Negotiations
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei/usip/usip10696/
Outside Sources: 

Times Topics: Lord’s Resistance Army (New York Times)
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/reference/timestopics/organizations/l/lords_resistance_army/index.html
LRA Regional Update: DRC, CAR and South Sudan: June-August 2011(OCHA) 
http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/pdfs/facts-figures/armed-groups/southern-sudan/UN-OCHA-LRA-Regional-Update-Q3-2011.pdf
Background: the Lord's Resistance Army (The Guardian)

http://www.guardian.co.uk/katine/2007/oct/20/about.uganda
Ending the Lord’s Resistance Army (Enough Project)

http://enoughproject.org/files/Ending%20the%20Lord%27s%20Resistance%20Army.pdf
Inside the LRA-Uganda (video) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uYURvl8WXFU
Lord's Resistance Army update (Human Security Baseline Assessment)  

http://www.smallarmssurveysudan.org/facts-figures-armed-groups-southern-sudan-LRA.php
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