CIAO August 2009 Update: Health Care around the Globe

UNITED KINGDOM

· Percentage of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) spent on health care: 8.3

· Average family premium: None; funded by taxation.

· Co-payments: None for most services; some co-pays for dental care, eyeglasses and 5 percent of prescriptions. Young people and the elderly are exempt from all drug co-pays.

JAPAN

· Percentage of GDP spent on health care: 8

· Average family premium: $280 per month, with employers paying more than half.

· Co-payments: 30 percent of the cost of a procedure, but the total amount paid in a month is capped according to income.

GERMANY
· Percentage of GDP spent on health care: 10.7

· Average family premium: $750 per month; premiums are pegged to patients' income.

· Co-payments: 10 euros ($15) every three months; some patients, like pregnant women, are exempt.

TAIWAN
· Percentage GDP spent on health care: 6.3
· Average family premium: $650 per year for a family for four.
· Co-payments: 20 percent of the cost of drugs, up to $6.50; up to $7 for outpatient care; $1.80 for dental and traditional Chinese medicine. There are exemptions for major diseases, childbirth, preventive services, and for the poor, veterans, and children.

SWITZERLAND
· Percentage of GDP spent on health care: 11.6
· Average monthly family premium: $750, paid entirely by consumers; there are government subsidies for low-income citizens.
· Co-payments: 10 percent of the cost of services, up to $420 per year.
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