CIAO Focus, April 2006: Post-conflict Liberia 
The capture and extradition of former Liberian president Charles Taylor to Sierra Leone where he is to stand trail for crimes against humanity are causing concern that his presence in that country could destabilize the region where he still has some support. The 17,500 United Nations peacekeepers left three months ago and the court has requested that the trial be transferred to a courtroom at The Hague.  Taylor is charged with aiding rebels who plunged Sierra Leone into 10 years of civil war.  
Taylor seized power in the late 1980s after a protracted struggle and Liberia suffered several more years of civil war until rebels forced him into exile in 2003 when a peace treaty was signed. The war left 250,000 people dead and many thousands more fled the fighting.  In November of 2005, free and fair elections were held and Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, a Harvard-educated economist and former World Bank official, became Africa’s first woman president. 
This month CIAO examines post-conflict Liberia  
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