FOCUS 
Tensions between Iran and the United States continue to escalate over the former’s controversial nuclear activities. Last week the International Atomic Energy Agency cited Iran for noncompliance with a UN deadline to halt its uranium enrichment program. The permanent members of the Security Council are divided over what to do next. Britain and France and the U.S. are calling for punitive resolutions against Iran but China and Russia remain opposed to any sanctions. Iranian president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad has already vowed to ignore any resolution that threatens his country’s nuclear program.  
Iran has claim its enrichment program is geared exclusively towards generating electricity and does not violate the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons of which it is a signatory. The U.S., however, accuses Iran of trying to build nuclear weapons, which, if true, could potentially alter the balance of power in the region. 

Iran had previously suspended uranium enrichment and was working with Britain, France and Germany on an agreement that would offer economic incentives in exchange for the permanent dismantlement of the program. However, Iran recently began enriching uranium again.  American officials maintain they are attempting to diffuse the current crisis through diplomatic channels, but they have not ruled out the possibility of military action. Iran’s leaders have warned that should the U.S. resort to force, they would retaliate against U.S. targets around the world and have threatened to attack Israel.  
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