CIAO Presentation

THE PRODUCT

History: Launched in 1998 with a grant from the Mellon Foundation.  

Advisory board: Instrumental in the founding of CIAO

Original content vs outside content: Outside content includes working papers and policy briefs which are aggregated and alphabetically organized by think tank name on the CIAO site so that students and faculty don’t have to go looking for this content on the Web.  CIAO has assembled all the content disseminated by these institutions in one location.  Journals and ebooks are also included. 
Course Packs: Ready-made selections of materials from CIAO - journal articles, book chapters, working papers and policy briefs - for learning about or teaching specific topics in international affairs.  

Case Studies: Are the only original content posted on CIAO.  These are papers specifically commissioned for CIAO and cover a wide range of topics pertaining to IR.  They are written by prominent scholars in the field, some of whom are advisory board members.
Maybe talk a biut about the CIAO atlas tool here?

Also mention expanded coverage of international content and your recent acquisition of international contributors?
How we go about posting the content:  We solicit think tanks and publishers about posting their content on CIAO. If they agree, they sign a Letter of Agreement that legally grants us the right to post content from their Web sites on CIAO.   

How to conduct searches on CIAO.  

TARGET AUDIENCE

Mostly undergraduate and graduate students using CIAO for research purposes.  We currently have approximately 1,000 institutional subscribers, mostly college and university libraries, although we are getting an increasing number of high schools and (to a lesser extent) community colleges.    


POTENTIAL COMPETION


Google Scholar:  Not much of a threat right now due to functionality glitches. 

Praegar Security International: They feature mostly papers pertaining to security issues, but there is some overlap with CIAO.  

As more competitors enter the market, functionality of CIAO becomes more important. We need to keep up with current trends in technology.  


