CIAO Focus, July 2006: Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe currently suffers from severe food and fuel shortages in addition to rampant inflation. Many of the country’s ills have been blamed on the government’s land redistribution program in the late 90s when almost all white-owned commercial farms were forcibly seized with the stated aim of benefiting landless black Zimbabweans.  This led to sharp falls in production and precipitated the collapse of the agriculture-based economy. 
In 2005 the government launched Operation Murambatsvina, an urban slum demolition drive that has drawn more international condemnation. Zimbabwe’s president, Robert Mugabe, claims it was an effort to boost law and order and development while critics accused him of destroying slums housing opposition supporters. 
Either way, the razing of "illegal structures" left some 700,000 people without jobs or homes, according to UN estimates. Mr Mugabe was declared the winner of the 2002 presidential elections, considered seriously flawed by the opposition and foreign observers.
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http://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/flags/zi-flag.html
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Zimbabwe's Continuing Self Destruction (request # 7538) 
Zimbabwe's Operation Murambatsvina: The Tipping Point?  http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/icg322/icg322.pdf
Zimbabwe's Impending Elections: What Other Countries Can Do, and Why http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/bar08/bar08.pdf
Zimbabwe's Impending Elections: What Other Countries Can Do, and Why
http://www.ciaonet.org/pbei-2/aei/oti/bar08/bar08.pdf
Post-Election Zimbabwe: What Next?
http://www.ciaonet.org/wps/icg340/icg340.pdf
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http://www.undp.org/rba/pubs/landreform.pdf
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