CIAO Focus, August 2006: Israel’s Invasion of Lebanon  
Israel’s recent thrust into Lebanon to eradicate Hizbullah echoes the 78 and 82 invasions which were aimed at crushing the Palestinian Liberation Organization.  The earlier war resulted in the PLO’s ejection from Lebanon and Israel’s occupation of the south, which finally ended in 2000.  However, Israel might have a much harder time vanquishing Hizbullah, a mass political movement with a following of 1.5 million Lebanese Shiites.
Transformation of Hizbullah into a regional movement.

Air attacks culminated in the killing of nearly 60 Lebanese civilians.

US sees it as part of the wider war on terrorism

Arab Sunnis and even Christians can be heard now declaring their respect - if not actual support - for Hizbullah as a resistance movement
Hizbullah attacked Israel (July 12 provocative cross-border raid) ostensibly because Israel is holding three Lebanese prisoners while Israel contends the invasion into Lebanon is to recover the two Israeli soldiers kidnapped by Hizbullah.  
Risking the political stability of Lebanon’s delicate sectarian government.  

to recover two Israeli servicemen seized by Hizballah in a cross-border raid

neutralize” Hizballah

Hizbullah is a creature of Lebanon’s civil war and emerged to combat Israel’s protracted occupation of the country’s southern regions.  Observers now worry that a second war and occupation by Israel could give rise to something much worse than Hizbullah, perhaps a second al-Qaeda.   
The US has great cause for concern if Iraq’s 16 million Shiites turned on the American occupation forces because of US backing for Israel's attacks on Lebanon. Many people in the region are saying that America’s invasion of Iraq, its hard line stance against Iran and now Israel’s draconian response to the Hizbullah border attack are strengthening the extremists in the Middle East at the expense of the moderates.    
This month CIAO examines Israel’s conflict with Hizbullah.  
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The image will include two flags.  Can you stack them on top of one another?

https://www.cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook/flags/is-flag.html
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