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The Immigration debate 

The Senate yesterday approved legislation that would trigger the biggest changes to U.S. immigration policy in decades, by strengthening border security, establishing a guest-worker program, and providing the means for millions of illegal immigrants to stay in the country and possibly become citizens.  
The House in December passed an immigration bill dealing only with tougher border and workplace enforcement. It would make felons of the roughly 11 million illegal immigrants in the country. A key element of the Senate bill would allow most of those immigrants to remain in the country and possibly become citizens.

It is the most sweeping immigration bill in 20 years. The House bill became the focus of massive protests this spring across the country by mainly Hispanic immigrants seeking the right to remain and work in the US. On the other end Minutemen.  

This bill revealed major divisions within the Republican Party over the issue of immigration.  Big business backing the Senate bill seeing the estimated 11 million to 12 million illegal immigrants as a vital part of the U.S. economy.

 With the U.S. economy soaring, few care that immigration to the United States is at its highest absolute levels. But what happens when the economy falls back to earth, asks James Goldborough of The San Diego Union-Tribune? High-tech immigrant workers are already competing with Americans for jobs, while unskilled immigrant laborers are becoming a permanent underclass. High immigration is creating imbalances in education, income distribution, employment, and welfare demands-as well as tensions between immigrants and citizens and among the federal, state, and local governments. An economic slump will mean crisis. Congress and the White House need to cut back now.
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