Columbia International affairs online (CIAO) is the 

world’s most comprehensive electronic database for theory and

research in international affairs. It publishes a wide range of

scholarship, from 1991 onward, that includes working papers,

occasional papers, policy briefs, conferences

proceedings, e-books, and journals.
The different sections of CIAO include:  
WORKING PAPERS are works in progress that are initially posted on the Web sites of think tanks and institutes that contribute to CIAO.  These papers are works in progress that will often be revised to become journal articles or book chapters.
JOURNALS includes journal articles and abstracts in the
field of International Affairs.  CIAO features mostly full

text journals and some partial text journals.

BOOKS features a listing of electronic books organized by publisher. Most of these books only offer one chapter of full-text with the rest abstracts and/or chapter titles.  Some publishers, e.g. Columbia University Press, allow us to post full text e-books.
POLICY BRIEFS are short, topical essays and position papers on a variety of topics pertaining to international affairs.  More subjective in tone than working papers, policy briefs are likewise posted on CIAO by contributing think tanks and institutes.     
CASE STUDIES are original papers written exclusively for CIAO by leading scholars that examine the effects of important events in history, such as the Cuban
Missile Crisis, and recurring topics like weapons of mass destruction and

global warming. With extensive bibliographies, multi-media, key treaties,

and speeches, the CIAO case study is an ideal international affairs subject

guide, which easily launches and promotes extensive class discussion.

COURSE PACKS are comprised of ready-made selections of CIAO materials (such as journal articles, book chapters, working papers, and policy briefs) for learning about international affairs.  The content is carefully chosen to provide students with opposing views and provocative arguments on a given topic. Each pack includes a sidebar of links to other outside sources, maps, and primary materials.  
