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Israel targeting civilian population rather than Hizbullah to pressure the Lebanese government and outsiders to force the disarming of the Shiite guerrillas.  

Hizbullah is a state within a state with a militia more powerful than the Lebanese army.  Hassan Nasrallah : “Hizbullah's task is not merely to liberate the last pocket of Lebanese soil, the Sebaa farms, it is to help shape the outcome of the Arab-Israeli struggle.”
There have been growing links between Hizbullah and its Palestinian-Islamist counterparts, for which it is a source of advice, arms, training and practical aid. By kidnapping Israeli soldiers, Hizbullah wanted to show solidarity for suffering Palestinians.   Also Israel holds Lebanese prisoners.  Israel itself has repeatedly crossed into Lebanon to capture prisoners — including civilians — for use as bargaining chips. Seeing the Palestinians kidnap Israeli soldiers emboldened them.   
It is the distorting and dehumanizing effects of occupation that made possible the proliferation of extremist groups that, albeit on a smaller scale, simply hand back to the occupier some of their own medicine.

It was the decades-long occupation and humiliation of Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank by Israel that spawned and empowered Hamas, and it is the brutal American occupation that has bred the legions of extremists in Iraq.
Blanket bombardment of Lebanon to stop Hizbullah from firing rockets over the border. 
Bush's deepening belief that Israel is central to the broader campaign against terrorists and represents a shift away from a more traditional view that the United States plays an "honest broker's" role in the Middle East.

It is also an opportunity to seriously degrade a big threat in the region, just as Bush believes he is doing in Iraq. Israel's crippling of Hezbollah, officials also hope, would complete the work of building a functioning democracy in Lebanon and send a strong message to the Syrian and Iranian backers of Hezbollah. 

If Syria or Iran gets drawn into the conflict to bail out their Hezbollah client, Israel will retaliate against them as well. Spooked by Iran's burgeoning nuclear capabilities, Israel may be looking for just such an excuse to launch a punishing strike against Iran.

