April 28, 2011

The Aspen Institute
One Dupont Circle, NW
Suite 700
Washington, DC 20036-1133
RE: Program Manager - Skills for America's Future
Program/Dept: Economic Opportunities Program/Skills for America’s Future
Location: Washington, DC
Dear Sirs/Madams:

Please accept this letter in application for the position of Program Manager currently posted on your Web site.  As an Aspen Institute partner, I have worked closely with your organization over the past five years and believe my background in project management, electronic publishing and education makes me an excellent candidate for this job. 

I am presently project editor of Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO), an electronic database encompassing think tank papers, journal articles, and e-books in the field of international relations (IR).  CIAO is closely associated with Columbia University’s School of International and Public Affairs and is jointly managed by Columbia University Press and the Columbia University Libraries System. 

Under my direction, CIAO has significantly increased its subscriber base to include more community colleges and high schools in the U.S. and more institutions of higher education overseas.  I regularly recruit publishers, think tanks and institutes to post IR-related content on CIAO through contractual agreements.  Currently, I maintain relationships with more than 200 contributors from around the world.  
I have overseen and coordinated many projects at CIAO including the creation of an atlas tool for displaying country data, architecting a customized CMS tool for frontend content management, and placing our e-books on an exterior (Tizra) platform to facilitate book purchases (ongoing). In 2007 I negotiated a partnership agreement with the Economist Intelligence Unit that allows us to post EIU country data on our site

Previously, I was editor of World Education News & Reviews where I wrote extensively on subjects such as e-learning, comparative international education, community colleges in the U.S. and European education reform.  
I would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss your needs and my qualifications in more detail. Thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Robert Sedgwick 

